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QUIET KILLERS II 

SILENCER UPDATE BY J. DAVID TRUBY” 

The grim role of firearm silencers in society today is the subject of this latest 
book by J. David Truby. Readers please note that this study is not just a rehash 
of past works on silencers. From Ireland to Rhodesia to-New York City, Truby 
investigates current international trends in silencer construction and use, both 
legal and illegal. Rare interviews and photos, collected as only the author can, 
detail the silent assassination techniques recently practiced by special agents, 
mob hitmen, terrorists, and others. Also reviews the development of the 
silenced firearm as a foremost special mission weapon. A fascinating and up- 
to-date addition to your silencer bookshelf. SV? x 872, 88 pp., illus., softcover. 

$ 6.00 



INVOLUNTARY REPOSSESSION 

by John Russell 3 
Reveals all known methods that 
thieves use to steal cars. Originally 
restricted to use by auto reposses¬ 
sors. police, and locksmiths, this 
manual enables the reader to open 
any locked, keyless car in just min¬ 
utes. Covers the opening of all 
American made cars, including 
1979 models. 5Vix0Vi,64 pp., Illus., 
softcover. $10.95 


AUTOMATIC & CONCEALABLE 
FIREARMS DESIGN BOOK VOL. I 

An astonishing collection of automatic and conceal-, 
able firearms designs, available only from Paladin. 
Ten weapons are presented, seven of which are 
totally improvised. The others involve the modifica¬ 
tion of common semi-auto rifles (Squires-Bingham 
.22. and the AR-7) to function on full automatic. A 
fine resource book for hobbyist gunsmiths and 
machinists everywhere. Weapons presented also 
include: The Stinger, Special Silenced Weapon. 
Mini-Shotgun Pistol, and five more. BVi x 11.40 pp., 
illus., softcover. $12.00 
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QUICK OR DEAD 

by William Cassidy 
The most important book on cpm- 
bat handgunning of the decade! 
Discusses the contributions and 
techniques of every modern mas¬ 
ter of the handgun, such as Apple- 
gate. Fairbairn, Cooper. Fitz¬ 
Gerald, and many more. Also pro¬ 
vides a complete training course 
for combat handgunners. 5V4 x B'A, 
100 pp., illus,, hardcover. $10.95 


GET TOUGH 

by Capt. W. E. Fairbairn 

Written by a legendary self-defense theorist, this 
classic manual was originally used to teach British 
and American commandoes how to destroy the 
enemy with their bare hands. The author is perhaps 
best known as the Inventor of the Fairbairn Com¬ 
mando Knife. In Get Tough, he explains how to 
effectively use the deadly fighting knife he created. 
Covers all types of unarmed combat techniques as 
well. 5’A X B’4!. 140 pp.. illus., hardcover. $9.95 
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SAFE MAN'S GUIDE f & 11 

Not available to the public until 
now, this two volume set isconsld- 
ered to be the safe expert’s “bible.” 
Tells how safe locking mecha¬ 
nisms work; principles of combi¬ 
nation locks: drilling points; rules 
of rotation; angle drilling: and how 
to'open and service many uncom¬ 
mon and older safes and vaults. 

X 90 pp. each, Illus., softcover. 
Vol. I: $6.00 Vot. II: $6.00 


DETECTIVE S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
TRAINING MANUAL 

by William Patterson 

Thousands of detectives were trained by this com¬ 
plete home study text, which was originally pub¬ 
lished for a well known detective academy. Now you 
can undertake the same training for- a fraction of its 
original cost. Offers all the inside information, tricks, 
and techniques used by the pros. Covered are such 
topics as bodyguarding. skip tracing, missing per¬ 
sons. surveillance, disguises, clue gathering, and 
much more. 8’/i x 11.160 pp.. illus,. softcover. $12.95 



TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT 
Describes a virtual encyclopedia 
of cfirty tricks the underdog can 
use to get even with just about 
anybody. No longer will the large 
“grey" area of official justice trou¬ 
ble you, ^ince it will be easy to take 
the matter into your own hands. 
The author makes qo legal or 
moral judgments, Note: for 
entertainment purposes only! x 
8V&, 00 pp.. illus., softcover. $4.95 


HOW TO KILL I, II, & ill 

by John Minnery 

Called the most gruesome and terrifying books 
ever printed, the infamous How To Kill series is 
known as the definitive study of modern assassina¬ 
tion techniques. Each volume describes ten differ- 
eht “lessons" comprising some of the most 
Ingenious and vicious assassination methods every 
devised by professional killers. "The most contro¬ 
versial books of the year.", Violent World Magazine. 
5'^ X B’/i, 90 pp. each, HI us,, softcover. Each volume: 
$5.00 Three volume set: $15.00 

NOT AVAILABLE IN CANADA 
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HOME WORKSHOP GUNS I: 

"The Submachine Gun" 
by Bill Holmes 

Provides all the information you 
need to build a submachine gun in 
your home workshop, using 
improvised materials and machin¬ 
ing methods. Explains step-by- 
step howto build each component 
of your weapon, then heat treat 
and blue it. 5H x 8Vi, 140 pp., illus., 
softcover. $6.00 


BLACK BAG OWNER'S MANUAL II 
“The Hit Parade" 

Details the "termination" techniques used to induce 
death by secret police and intelligence agencies 
around the globe. The author separates this lethal 
subject into two categories: overt and covert. Modes 
of termination cpvered include projectile weapons, 
chemicals, edged weapons, germ inoculation, blunt 
instruments, to name just a few. Also analyzed are 
agent training routines, infiltration and exfiltration 
of agents, and mental preparation considerations, 
BV^ X 11, 100 pp., softcover, $6.00 



BLACK MEDICINE 

by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

A thorough analysis of the human 
body's vital points, and how to use 
them to your advantage during all 
types of hand-to-hand combat. 
Also includes a chapter on the 
human vital points important to 
combat handgunners. Useful, fas¬ 
cinating reading, particularly for 
martial artists. 5V& x 92 pp., 
illus., softcover. $8.00 


HOME WORKSHOP GUNS II: 

“The Handgun" 

by Bill Holmes 

Now available, the long awaited sequel to Holmes 
first book. The Submachine Gun. Included are two 
complete firearms designs, one for a semi or fully 
automatic pistol, the other for a single-shot, falling 
block handgun. As with the first volume in this ser¬ 
ies. the author has written In a clear, simple style, 
and provided photos and working drawings of each 
component needed to build the two handguns. x 
B’/i, 140 pp., illus., softcover. $6.00 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

* Black Bag Owner’s Manual I: 

^^Spookcentre” . 6.00 

* Silencers, Snipers, And Assassins.$16.06 

* Banger Handbook...$ B.OO 

* Special Forces Handbook...$ B.OO 

* Tbe Complete Book Of Knife Fighting.$10.08 

* underwater Demolition Training Manual .. $ 0.05 

* Silencers For Hand Firearms.. $ O.OB 

* Deal The First Deadly Blow. .$ O.OB 

* Assassination, Theory And Practice.$ 6.00 

* Special Forces Operational Techniques.$ 0.08 

* The Quiet Killers .. . .,. .$ B.OO 

* OSS Sabotage Acid DemoUtion Manual.$12.08 

* unconventional Warfare Devices and 

Technlgues. $10.00 
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For almost 20 years, 
arms dealers around the world 
have wanted this book... 

Now it’s yours to 
examine Risk-Free 
for 15 days 


LUG 


SW-1 


NEW! The completely revised 11th edition of the most 
comprehensive firearms reference ever published. 


• Examines arms of 42 nations from 1900— 
present • every chapter completely revised • 5 
new chapters follow small arms developments 
since W.W. II • 672 pages • well over 2000 
photos 

Renowned military scholars consult it to keep 
current with world arms capabilities ... Faceless 
mercenaries, they say, use it as a "shopping 
guide." 

And weapons buffs—perhaps like yourself— 
read it over and over again just for the sheer enjoy¬ 
ment of being “hands-on" close to the finest m 
classic and modern military hardware. 

The book is Small Arms of the World. And 
now, in its 11th Edition, you get completely revised 
chapters... new sections ... new photographs... 
and hundreds of new weapons, many of which 
have only been whispered about in print until now. 
Truly International 

Small Arms of the World is one of the few 
weapons references that is truly international in 
scope. In its more than 600 fully illustrated pages, 
you'll find pistols, rifles, submachine guns and ma¬ 
chine Quns from 42 nations. Weapons ranging 
from Astras to Kalishnikovs. Armalites to 
Mausers. Brens to STEMS. Hush Puppies to Uzis. 
They date from the turn of the century right up to 
today. 

Small Arms of the World not only examines 
well known and widely employed weapons, but 
also spotlights obscure and often bizarre arms. It 
exposes virtually useless weapons... praises truly 
outstanding ones... even points out proof marks 
and minor modifications in design that help pin¬ 
point dates and places of manufacture. For these 
reasons, this unique book is an absolute must for 
any serious collector. 


Loading, Firing^ Stripping 

Unlike some weapons references. Small 
Arms of the World does not merely describe weap¬ 
ons, it shows you how to use them—safely and 
effectively. You clearly see—in words and pic¬ 
tures—exactly how to load, fire and field strip hun¬ 
dreds of small combat arms, from auto-loading 
pistols to heavy machine guns. 
Up-to*the<minute 

Guerilla warfare, counterinsurgency tactics 
and terrorism have profoundly 
changed military thinking 
since World War II. In five completely new chap¬ 
ters, the 11th Edition examines these changes and 
the effects they have had on small arms design. 
You'll.. learn the difference between Russian and 
American arms thinking as you compare the de¬ 
signs of M. T. Kalishnikov with those of Eugene 
Stoner (or the AK-47 vs. the M-IS). 

... find out about a new generation of silenced 
weapons, including the Ingram M-IOsubmachine 
gun and its sionics sound suppressor that actu¬ 
ally confuses the ear as to the source of sound. 

... discover why pistol development is in a state of 
uncertainty. And why pistols soon may be re¬ 
placed entirely by a new generation of small sub¬ 
machine guns little bigger than a service-issue 
Colt .45 auto. 

... read candid appraisals of current NATO and 
Warsaw Pact weapons. Learn abou4 their 
strengths and weaknesses. Even witness the kind 
of political infighting it takes to get a weapon 
adopted by the U.S. Armed /^rces. 

Act Now for Risk-Free Offer 

if you're a weapons buff—someone who ap¬ 
preciates the thought and technology that goes 
into engineering small armaments, we guarantee 


you'll treasure the new 11th Edition of Small Arms 
of the World. 

That’s why we make you this risk-free offer: 
eAcmine Small Arms of the World for 15 days. If 
you don't agree that it’s not the closest thing to get- 
ting vour hands on the actual weapons them¬ 
selves, simply return the book within that time fora 
full, nc-questions-asked refund. 



STACKPOLE BOOKS, P.O. BOX 693 
BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 

YES! I'd like to examine the ttth Edition of Small Arms of the 
Worid risk-free for 15 days. I enclose my check for only 
SI9.95, payable to Stackpole Books and understand that if 
I 'm not completely satisfied with my copy within 15 days. I 
may return it for a full refund—no questions asked. 

□ Check here for Deluxe Edition with gold embossed 
leather-like cover... only $29 95. 

Please charge to my: 

□ Master Charge 

Acct. # 


□ BankAmericanf/Visa 
Exp. Date 


Signature 


(order not valid without signature) 


Name. 
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A NOTE FROM THF PIJIILISIIFR 


In keeping with our slogan of a magazine by professionals, for profes¬ 
sionals, I am pleased to announce the appointment of Robert Poos as 
Managing Editor, 

Bob Poos is a former Marine, riverboat and deep-sea deckhand, sand- 
hog, railroad section hand and underground coal miner. He is also a prize¬ 
winning journalist who spent four years in Asia as a war and foreign cor¬ 
respondent, most of it in Vietnam, Laos and elsewhere in Southeast Asia. 

Poos served from 1948 to 1952 in the Marines as a rifleman and EOD 
specialist. As sergeant, he declined a field commission and took advantage 
of the Korean War GI Bill, entering Southern Illinois University at Carbon- 
dale, III., near his hometown of Hillsboro, graduating three years later with 
a degree in English-Journalism and a minor in Far Eastern history and af¬ 
fairs. 

Bob joined the staff of the Southern Illinoisan newspaper in Carbon- 
dale as a reporter-photographer where he won the Illinois State Press 
Association’s first place award for spot news photography in 1956. 

In 1957, Poos joined the Associated Press St. Louis bureau, where he 
specialized in police and crime reporting. Six years later, he won a Heywood 
Broun Memorial award for a lengthy series of stories he wrote about a man 
named Richard Honeck who had spent 64 years in Menard, III., State 
Penitentiary — the longest known time any person has ever served a prison 
sentence in this country. 

The AP assigned Poos to its Saigon Bureau in mid-1965 where he 
covered infantry ground operations from the Mekong Delta to inside the 
DMZ. During the next year and a half, he was twice wounded, once by a 
grenade blast and once by a punji stake in the right ankle. 

Named SIU’s Outstanding Journalism Graduate of the year in 1966, 
Poos got another award the same year he treasures just as much — he was 
named an Honorary Trooper in the Seventh Cavalry, one of only three men 
so recognized in the Vietnam war. AP photographer Henri Huet, later kill¬ 
ed in action, and UPI Correspondent Joe Galloway, currently UPI bureau 
chief in Moscow, were the other two. 

At the end of 1966, Poos was named AP Chief Correspondent in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, a roving assignment in which he covered the Malaysian- 
Indonesian conflict, the Communist guerrilla action in Malaysia and the 
U.S. “secret war” in Laos. 

In 1968, Poos was named News Editor of the Tokyo AP Bureau and 
during a year there covered the North Korean Communist attack on South 
Korea’s Blue House presidential mansion, capture of the U.S.S. Pueblo and 
clashes between UN and North Korean Communist forces along the western 
front of Korea. 

Following a brief return to Vietnam after the Tet Offensive in 1968, 
Poos was assigned to the Washington Bureau of the AP, where he stayed 
until 1970, when he left the AP to join the staff of the old House Committee 
on Internal Security. He remained there until shortly before the Committee 
was dissolved, then began working as a Washington public relations man 
and freelance magazine writer. During that time. Poos went to Africa and 
wrote a lengthy series of stories on the South African armed forces and the 
general military-political situation in southern Africa for another military 
magazine. 

Married and the father of two teen-age daughters. Poos likes shooting, 
hunting and fishing, and dislikes many things about the CIA, most (though 
not all) generals, and virtually all politicians. Robert Poos will bring a var¬ 
iety of field experiences and years of journalistic excellence to Soldier of 
Fortune, so it is with great pride and pleasure I say “Welcome aboard. 
Bob!” 

Robert K. Brown 
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DATELINE: UGANDA 28 

Al J. Venter 

Idi Amin was a fugitive, but violence continued 
through May as Tanzanian troops ran down the 
remnants of Amin’s army. SOF’s African corres¬ 
pondent provides a first-hand account of the 
country near the end of the Tanzanian Invasion. 

SHOOTING FOR FREE 31 

Robert Sundance 

The Natonal Guard means extra money for 
weekend warriors — it can also subsidize your 
shooting bills. 
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A fighter pilot’s tale of heroism and futiiity in the 
1956 revolution. 
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J.D. Jones 
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Al J. Venter 
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Tony Bliss 
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Robert Poos 
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fighting the Zulus of southern Africa, experienc¬ 
ed terrible defeat and inspiring victory — all In 
less than a week! 
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THE SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE STEIN 
This high quality ceramic stein 
bears the official SOF logo. Order 
one for home and one to keep at 
our favorite pub. 

56.25 

Plus 75 Postage and Haniding. Dept. SF-15 

THE OFFICIAL S.O.F. 
BELT BUCKLE 
Made of zinc aluminum with broz 
finish. Spin cast in a vulcanized 
mold, these are stronger than lead 
based buckles, almost indestruc- 
table. 

56.95 

Plus $1.00 Postage and Handling. Dept. SF-1 

FROM PHOENIXI 

THE SPECIAL EDITION SOF patch 
has been a huge success and we 
are passing the benefits on to you! 
See our new price. 

only51 .75 

Plus $.50 Postage and Handling. Dept. SF-13 

MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

ALLOW 2-4 WEEKS 
DELIVERY TIME 

VISA 

Mastercharge 

P.O. Box 693, 

Bolder, Colo. 80306 
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F ire power 

AVAILABLE ... 

Dear Sirs: 

As co-author — with Chris Dempster 
and Dave Tomkins — of Fire Power, I 
was surprised to see (in your June ’79 
issue) an ad for someone offering copies 
of the book at 5 pounds Sterling ($10) a 
copy. We’d hate for any of our SOF 
friends to get ripped off in this way so I 
would like to remind your readers that 
copies of Fire Power can still be obtained 
for only $5.00 postpaid from: 

The Anite Company, 

P.O. Box 375, 

Pinole, CA 94564 
or from the British publisher: 

Corgi Books, 

Sales Dept., 

P.O. Box 11, 

Falmouth, Cornwall, 

England. 

If ordering from the publisher, readers 
should send an international money order 
rather than a personal check, and allow 
six weeks for delivery. (Or send an extra 
$2.50 for air-mail service.) Why fuel infla¬ 
tion by paying more? 

I enjoyed John Howard’s interview 
with Chris Dempster in the same issue — 
his questions were a lot more perceptive 
and intelligent than most TV and news¬ 
paper interviews with Dempster that I’ve 
seen, where the questions are usually the 
“how do you sleep at night?” variety. 
Sincerely, 

Michel Parry 
Brentford, Middlesex, 

England 


W HO SHOULD 

KNOW BETTER? ... 

Sirs: 

This letter is in response to the interview 
conducted with two former NLF members 
who now regret their opposition to the 
abortive U.S. assistance to South Vietnam 
(SOF, July, 1979). At the interview’s con¬ 
clusion, the interrogator, John Howard, 
appended his thoughts on the attitudes of 
the two Vietnamese, which in essence 
were, “they should have known better.” 

Howard has overlooked the very suc¬ 
cessful communist appeal to young in¬ 
tellectuals of a country that, in their 
lifetime, had experienced a Japanese oc¬ 
cupation, followed by French colonial 
rule, in turn followed by the openly cor¬ 
rupt regimes of Diem and others in addi¬ 
tion to the Thieu government referred to 
in the article. Living only in their country, 
they had no real experience of life in either 
truly free Western democracies or totali¬ 


tarian communist countries. Thus, they 
were susceptible to clever manipulation. 

Lacking any real basis of comparison, 
and believing clever communist propagan¬ 
da about U.S. motives, it is altogether 
realistic and expected that these two in¬ 
tellectuals would follow the course of ac¬ 
tion that they did. After all, it is a basic 
communist tactic to appeal openly to na¬ 
tionalist sentiments, and to ethnic and 
racial sentiments, as well. A careful 
reading of the interview demonstrates the 
success of this approach with Toai and 
Hieu. 

Their anti-American bias in the late ’60s 
is understandable on a number of points. 
Not understanding U.S. commitment to 
try to protect nominally “free” societies 
from communist incursions, they would 
have found it hard to justify the presence 
of American troops in their coimtry. 
Thus, they would be easy prey to the 
propaganda that the United States had 
some “imperialistic” design on South 
Vietnam in order to benefit in some 
mysterious way from its natural resources, 
such as tin and tungsten. It would not oc¬ 
cur to them that the U.S. could purchase 
several lifetimes of supplies of these com¬ 
modities on the open market for what it 
cost to fight that war. 

In the post-World War II era, the 
United States has been consistently faced 
with unhappy choices of either corrupt, 
repressive governments, or communist re¬ 
gimes, with their repression, as the only 
foreseeable alternative. Of necessity, this 
country has supported the corrupt “dem¬ 
ocracies,” not paying sufficient attention 
to their young intellectuals who see only 
corruption and U.S. involvement. A suc¬ 
cession of U.S. leaders over the past 34 
years has yet to come up with a satisfac¬ 
tory answer to this dilemma. And the 
understandable U.S. insistence on a voice 
in how its aid money was spent would be 
abhorrent to young nationalists, who 
would view it as “imperialism.” 

Thus, it is wholly understandable that 
these two young men would have acted as 
they did, with limited experience of the 
true nature of communism. What is not 
acceptable to this writer is Americans’ 
holding these same views — they should 
know better. The arguments about U.S. 
“imperialistic” actions in South Vietnam 
advanced above were recently stated to me 
by a number of well-educated university 
graduates in their mid-30s, all of whom 
had free access to information about the 
true nature of communism and to the rea¬ 
sons and costs of U.S. involvement in 
South Vietnam. 
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NEW PARATROOPER 
FOI.DINO STOCKS 

for the M'1 Carbine and the Roger 10/22! Walnut with 
blued ordnance steel, ready to install. Rts all G.l. and 

commercial Carbines. (Specify mfg.). $49.95 

plus $2.00 shipping 
(Specify M‘1 Carbine or Roger 10/22.) 
BRAND NEW M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 


S-shot Magazine.$2.50 

15-ahot Magazine.$2.50 

30-8hot Magazine.$3.50 

60*rd. Jungle Clip-(Cllps 
2'30.rd. mags. together)$3.95 

Sling & Oiler.$2.95 

Mag. Pouch - holds 2 or 4 

30 rd. mags ..$4.95 

Mag. Pouch • holds 2 15 rd. 
mags, or 4 5 rd. mags .. $1.50 

Flash Htder.$10.95 

Muzzle Brake.$10.95 

Ventilated Steel Handguard 

.$ 3.95 

Piston Nut Wrench - 

(Double Ended).$ 2.95 

(add 76* per item for shipping.) 


Scope Base, no drilling 

or tapping ....$10.95 

Carbines, Cal. 30 Technical 

Manual... .$ 5.95 

BRAND NEW RUGER' 
MINM4 ACCESSORIES 

20-shot Magazine, Blued, 

Steel...$ 8.95 

20-shot Magazine, Stainless 

.$14,95 

30-ahot Magazine, Blued. 

Steel.$ 9.95 

30-8hot Magazine, Stainless 
.$17.95 

Ventilated Steel Handguard, 

Blued.$ 4.95 

Flash Hider.$16.95 

Web Sling.$ 2.95 


NEW S.W.A.T. COMBAT MAGAZINE 
EXTENSIONS FOR YOUR SHOTGUN 

Increases shell capacity to 7 (18” or longer bbis.), 8 
(20” or longer barrels), or 10 (26” or longer bbIs.) 
Made for Remington 870, 1100; Winchester 1200, 
SX-1; Browning S'A: and Marlin 120. Installs easily 
without alteration. Full Warranty. Now used by the 
F.B.I., Secret Service and others. Include make, 
model & gauge when ordering. 

7 or 8 shot model .$20.00 

10*shot model (Not available for 

Browning 5-A).$38.00 

(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) 

RIOM SCOPE MOUNTS, FLASH HIDERS AND 
OTHER GUN GOODIES 

1. ART AR'15/M-16 Scope Mount, developed for U.S. 

Army sniper program.$19.95 

2. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing Device for AR- 

15/M-16andAR-18/AR.180.$16.00* 

3. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing Device for SIG* 

AMT,H&K91 &93, FN-49.. ..$16.00* 

4. S.W.A,T. Combat Night Firing Device for Ml 

Garand Rifle. $32.00* 

5. S.W.A.T. Rifle Sling for Assault Rifles & Riot 

. Guns, Black 1” Nylon.$ 4.00 

6. Mlnl-14 Flash Hider .... $16.95/: 

7. M-16/AR-15 Ordinance & 

Armorer’s Wrench .$12.00 

*Also available In fluted M-14 style - same price. 

Scopes and Mounts Install Instantly and easily. Add 
$1.00 per unit for shipping. 



COLT .45 AUTO MAGS. & 
CLIP POUCH SET 
G.l. Canvas pouch with 
2 Brand New G.l. .45 auto 
magazines .Only $9.95 
(Add 75* per set for shipping.) 

NEW AR'15 & M-16 30 RD. MAGS 
& NYLON POUCH 
New G.L Nylon pouch with 3 30 rd. 

magazines. Only. $21.95 ' 

(add $1.00 per set for shipping.) ^ 

NEW RUGER MINM4 30 RD. 

MAGS. & NYLON POUCH 
New G.l. Nylon Pouch with 3 30-rd 

magazines.$29.95 

(add $1.00 per set for shipping) 

M-1 CARBINE 15-RD. MAGS & POUCH 

New Q.l. pouch with 2 15-rd. magazines.$5.00 

(add $1.(X) per set for shipping) 

NEWS-SHOT TEAR 
GAS REVOLVER ^ ^ 

Fires 8-22. cal. tear gas 
cartridges or blanks In 

seconds. Heavy-duty metal construction w/one- 
step ejection. Checkered grips. 



Sale Priced at only $8.95 


BLUE-$14.95 
CHROME - $15.95 Sate Priced at only $9.95 

Hip Holster...$2.00 

Tear Gas Cartridges - (10 per pack).$2.00 

Extra-Loud Blanks-(100 per pack).$3.00 

(Add $1.50 for shipping.) 

THE BLACK BOOK OF DIRTY TRICKS 

"Improvised Munitions Handbook”, la the most 
sought-after, here-to-fore Impossible to obtain Army 
manual. Includes revealing chapters on: improvised 
Explosives and Propellants; Mines & Grenades; 
Small Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; 
incendiary Devices; Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture Rocket Laun¬ 
chers, Pistols, Shotguns, and recoiless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials and much, much morel New 
expanded editloni Limited Number Available! 
ORDER NOW!.,, .ONLY $10.00 postpaid 

BRAND NEW FACTORY FRESH 
COMBAT & TARGET MAGAZINES 

1. German Luger 9mm.$12.95 

2. AR-15/M-16 20-shot G.l. Issue.| 4.00 

3. AR-15/M-16 30-shot G.l. Issue.$ 5.95 

4. AR-15/M-16/AR-180 40-shot, steel ....: $24.95 

5. Ruger Mlni-14 30-shot .223.$ 9.95 

6. Colt .45 Auto, all models, 7-shot_.*. $ 5.00 

7. Colt .45 Auto, all models, 15-shot.$15.00 

B. Colt .45 Auto, 7-shot stainless.$12.50 

t 9, Colt .38 Super auto, all models.$ 7.50 

I ^10. Browning 9 mm Hl-Power, 13-shot ... .$15.00 
^ ‘Special 2 for ... $25.00 

11. Browning 9 mm Hl-Power, 22-shot ... .$20.00 

12. S&W Model 64.9mm auto.$ 7.00 

13. WaltherP-389mm.$12.00 

(Add 75i( per magazine for shipping) 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY 
BACK! 


r from 


NEW MILITARY 


items are Brand New—Direct 
^from the U.S. Government Contrac¬ 
tors. The most rugged, dependable, 
Combat-Proven items available . ...Do 
not confuse these genuine items with 
cheap, Inferior Imports offered 
elsewhere! 

1. USMC Camouflage Fatigue Suits, 

100% Cotton, Latest Issue, Sizes: 
Small and Medium only. Jacket and 
pants, set.$39.95 

2. Latest Issue USMC Camouflage 

Nylon Poncho.$24.95 

3. G.l. Camouflage Poncho 

Liners.$24.95 

4. NEWI Genuine G.l. Lensatic Com¬ 
pass with nylon carrying case. The 

latest issue. $29.95 

5: G.l. O.D. T Shirts,’ 100% cotton. 

S,M,L,XL Six of same size for $18.00 

6. Latest Issue U.S.A.F. MA-1 Flyer’s 

Jacket, Fully reversible, sage green 
and International Orange. Sizes: 
S,M,L,XL.$39.95 

7. Latest Issue N2B Short Parka with 
hood — the ultimate cold weather 
jacket. Sizes: Small, Medium, Large 
-$69.95 — XLarge - $74.95 

8. Brand New arrivai! U.S. Navy A-2 

Cold Weather Deck Jacket Size: 
S,M,L,XL.$39.95 

9. U.S. Army .45 Auto Beit Holster, 

black.$19.95 

10. U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder Holster, 
"ts .45 auto and other large frame 
autos, black leather... ....$19.95 


ling ysM 
style, ^ 

tap OR ' 


^fits .45 

IsL 


SURPLUS BARGAINS! 

11. M1949 Mountain Sleeping 
Bag, latest issue, mummy style, 
over 6Vi feet long ...... .$49.95 

12. G.l. l8t Aid Kit, all emergency 
Items in G.l. OD case that fits 

on belt.$5.95 

13. G.l. Flashlight with extra filters 

and bulb, O.D.$4.95 

14. U.S, Army O.D. Plastic Canteen 

with latest issue canteen cover $5.95 

15. Military Police Peerless 

Handcuffs .$19.95 

16. New M-17 Gas Mask with filters 

&bag.$39.95 

17. G.l. Vietnam Combat Pack, 

used.$4.95 

18. Late Issue U.S. Government 
C-Ratlons, 

12 mixed meals.$34.95 

19. Browning 9MM High Power Pistol 
Holster Canadian Army Issue.. $9.95 

20. Genuine British Commando 
Knife, with black leather 

sheath. $19.95 

21. U.S.A.F. Survival Knife with 

leather sheath and sharpening stone, 
5” blade .$11.95 

22. U.S. Marine Corps Combat Knife, 
7” blade with leather sheath.. $12.95 

23. U.S. Army Stainless Steel Pocket 

Knife, 4-blades, 1000 uses.$6.95 

24. U.S. Army Machets, 18” blade 
with O.D. canvas 

sheath.$9.9^ 

All Items are new, genuine. 

Imp ‘ • -- 


GENUINE 
GOVT. SURPLUS 
U.S.A.F. SUNGLASSES 
12 karat gold-plated frames, 
Optically perfect glass lenses, 
Impact Resistant Smoke color 
lenses. G.l. Case included. The 
real thing! Only $24.95 

(add $1.05 for shipping) 



SPECIAL SALEI 
BRAND NEW ORIGINAL 

G.l. M-65 
FIELD JACKETS 

These are the latest jS-L Issue 
Nylon/Cotton Construction with 
exclusive Government quarpel water 
repellent. Complete with hide-away 
zipper hood. Sizes: Small, Medium, 

Large, X-Large, regular length only. O.D.S 
Green or Leaf Pattern Camouflage. Salell 
Priced at $39.95 (add $2,00 per jacket for shipping.) 
ORIGINAL G.l. M-65 COLD WEATHER FIELD JACKET 
LINERS. Sizes, S,M,L,XL.$16:95 ppd. 

W.W. I 

KNUCKLE KNIFE $19.95 each 

^act reproduction — brass handle, 6” blade. 
Truly a collector’s item. Check local laws before 
ordering. You must be over 21 years of age to order. 
‘Special 2 for $35.00 + $1.50 per knife for shipping. 

“PARALYZER” 

TEAR GAS WEAPON 

“Paralyzer” does what the name Implies. A heavy 
spray of tear gas shoots out to a range of up to 18 
feet. Causes violent coughing and sneezing and a 
tremendous burning sensation to the eyes, nose and 
throat and skin. Completely disables the assailant 
for 10-15 minutes without causing permanent Injury. 
You must be over 21 years of age to order. No sales 
to California. Add $1. shipping 
POCKET MODEL .$4.95 ea. SPECIAL-$36Jdozen 
POLICE MODEI _$6.96 ek. SPECIAL-$48./d02en 

BRITISH COMMANDO BATTLE 
JACKET 

This attractive jacket Is^ 
brand new British government 
surplus. A lightweight, rugged, 
all-purpose jacket made of 
4 O.D. color, heavy-duty denim. 

A May never be available again. 
Sizes: S,M,L.... Only $9.95 
(plus $1.50 shipping) 
‘Please send height, chest 
and waist measurements 
for an exact fit. 

VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT The soft, 
collapsible hat made famous by our 
troops in Vietnam. Very comfortable. 

Sizes: S,M,L, XL. .O.D. GREEN — $4.95 
CAMOUFLAGE - $4.95 
(Add 75* per hat for shipping.) 

"THE LITTLE BLACK BOX’ 


Warning this device, is not to be used for 
surveillance! Automatically starts recorder when 
telephone Is picked up. Records entire 
conversation... Then automatically stops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Can be attached anywhere 
along the line — plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no Interference or noise on the phone. 

Extremely useful around the home or office for 
making ACCURATE and PERMANENT records of all 
Incoming and outgoing calls. MINIATURE! Only 1” x 

* ’‘toectalSale*. Now Only.$29.95 

^ plus $1.00 Shipping 





r^Ne'K’- 


Rare’. 


Quick-Release Vietnam Issue Pistol Belt. 
.$5.95 plus 75$ shipping. 


BA, MC, COD'S may call 800-323-3233 — $25.00 Minimum phone order. 
Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii caM 312-598-4466.PARELLEX CORP.Chicago Ridge, IL 
To order by mail use, the coupon below or separate sheet.Mail with payment. 


‘All Items are new, genuine, not 
impoil junk! Please add$i.00^|Q 
shipping for Ist item, for 
adoltldnal Hems add 75*. 


Mail to; PatelfeX Corp. box F, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 DEPT S-9 
Please send following_ 


□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed $. 
CHARGE TO MY: □ Mastercharge 


P VIsa/Bankamerica Card 

M I I M I I I n I I I I'- n Exp.c 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back! 
My name is _ 


ILLINOIS RESIDENTS 
INCLUDE SALES TAX 


I live at 
City _ 


State 


-Zip- 


□ Please send new illustrated catalog. $1.00 enclosed. 
MCatalog free with order.****i**««««* 
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It is truly sad to think that a whole 
generation of U.S. college graduates ac¬ 
cept as truth blatant communist prop¬ 
aganda, but it is so. These young people 
do have free access to the material listed 
by John Howard, but have chosen the 
easy way out by swallowing whole the pro¬ 
nouncements of Hanoi Jane and ultra 
left-wing politicians in this country. If 
young people in the United States, with 
easy access to the truth, do not choose to 
find it or believe it, why blame two South 
Vietnamese who were subverted emotion¬ 
ally and did not have full access to the 
facts? It is chilling to think of American 
young people who still believe in the 
“moral bankruptcy“ and other commun¬ 
ist catch phrases about what happened in 
South Vietnam, and to whom desertion 
and draft evading have become thorough¬ 
ly respectable. Perhaps John Howard 
might address himself to this melancholy 
fact. 

Sincerely, 

Eugene A. Barron 
Denver, Colorado 

Sirs: 

After examining your recent BATF ar¬ 
ticles, it seems to me that SOF is searching 
for an appropriate way to refer to this 
bureau and its denizens. “BATF 
Gestapo” is awkward, a poor parallel, 
and gives the BATF far too much credit 
for efficiency. 

It must be remembered that these 
“agents” could not get an application 
from the CIA or FBI, would be laughed 
out by Treasury or Customs, and would 
be widely rejected by even the DEA. 
Thus, these creeps find themselves in the 
federal basement — the BATF. 

The BATF steers a wide berth around 
the Mob and well-armed terror subgroups 
(as they’re too difficult to find, and be¬ 
sides, a fellow could get hurt). Instead, 
these stalwarts prefer to roust some old 
geezer in their inimitable Keystone-SWAT 
style after shadily selling him an 1896 
Mauser pistol. That is, when they can find 
his house and not some schoolteacher’s. 

So I suggest for these federally sanc¬ 
tioned jerk-offs the term “BATFag.” An 
“agent of the BATF” would be more pre¬ 
cisely referred to as a “BATFag,” and the 
bureau itself as the “BATFags.”^ The 
term, pronounced “bat-fag,” sounds 
great, looks fine in print, and hits these 
overarmed wimps right between the eyes. 
Yours, 

Matt Bracken 
Charlottesville, Virginia 

M ail order 

CHECKPOINTS ... 

Sirs: 

Regarding William McDermott’s letter 
(SOF, April ’79) concerning the T-shirt 
ripoff, there are four things one should do 
when he/she thinks they have been ripped 

Continued on page 19 
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TI|e-WMilly PuUy-! 

100% Pure Virgin Wool Outdoor Sweater 
From England, rugged heavy rib knit, natural 
fibre sweater that keeps you warm, even when 
wet! Ideal for hunting, backpacking, and all cold 
weather activities. 

Long used by British Armed Forces. Now author¬ 
ized as optional wear by our Marine Corps (Olive 
only). Matching cotton/polyester twill shoulder 
& elbow patches reduce abrasion wear. Extra 
long body prevents 'Vide-up''. Home washable. 

Men & women sizes 32 to 46. 

Specify Olive, Navy, Blue-Grey, 

Forest Green or. International 
Orange. New V-neck in ^ ^ ^ 

Sand only. Postpaid 


TEAKWOOD 
PARACHUTE WINGS 

Handcarved in Thailand. Framed, ready to 
be proudly displayed! Infantry blue 
background. 

i9"xi3".$29.95 



'T)OG TAGS' 

Genuine stainless steel G.I. I.D. Tag. 
Embossed with inforrhation you supply. 
5 lines up to 15 characters per line. You 
get 2 tags and both chains. Ideal for 
luggage identification. Key chains, etc. 
Be sure to provide clear information for 
reproduction. 

Set - $5.95 Extra plates $1.95 ea. 


"NAME TAPES" 

Now you can purchase genuine Mil- 
Spec Web Name Tapes. Available in 
Black on O.D. tape, White on Blue or 
Black on White. Used to identify 
uniforms, hunting clothing, personal 
equipment, baggage, etc. 

4 tapes for $3.25. Additional tapes, 
same information 50* each. Any name 
or title can be embroidered. 


'NYLON WALLET' 


'CAMOUFLAGE" 


Rugged parapack nylon! Velcro® 
closure for safety. Has inner pockets for Genuine G.I. issue Vietnam leaf 
I.D., Credit Cards, etc. Water resistant, pattern. Size Sm. Reg., Med. Reg., & 
lightweight & comfortable. O.D. or Lge. Reg. 

$8.98 L«=dQ..n«,te. .$42.95 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


All items postpaid CONUS. Send Check or MO. - $20 Minimum 
for VISA, M.C. or C.O.D. to: 


Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

Box 108-L, Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 
Phone Orders: (404) 943-9336 



























imb aboard! 


Here are the deadly aircraft...liard«flsliting 
Infantrymen... raging naval batilea... 
yours to thrill to when you choose 
from this outstanding selectfon 
Mi of military books 


MIDNKjHT 

m WAR 


RNAL 

ENTRIES 

1945 

THE OAKES C3F 

X)SEPH 

GOEBBELS 


APiaORIAL 
HISTORYOFTHE 
CC1923-1945 


WORLD 

\AARII 


7013 $15.00 1834 $12.50 1529 $24.95 3301 $12.95 5702 $14.95 1446 $12.95 9134 $39.80 0711 $17.50 



ItMl 

eiiiMtfVh 

DUANE SCHULTZ 


3269 $8.95 


mmm 



1610 





SILENT 

«0 

jvicroinr 





Any 4 books for only 984 

with membership 


Man the bombsight of a B-24 sent to knockout oilfields at Ploesti. 
Zigzag up a burning beach on O-Oay, clearing the way with hand 
grenades and mortar fire. Keep your eyes peeled for enemy peri' 
scopes in the North Atlantic. Fight alongside tank commanders, 
fighter pilots, gunner's mates, and tough dogface soldiers in 
Africa, the Pacific. Europe. Korea, and Vietnam. 

Each month, you'll enjoy big savings on books you love. 
You're invited to choose any four of these volumes for only 
98<. plus shipping and handling, with membership in the Club. 

How the Club works 

After your membership’s accepted, you'll receive your four 
books for 964 plus shipping and handling. If you are not satis¬ 
fied. return them within 10 days, cancel your membership, and 
you owe nothing. 

Once you've purchased just four books during your first two 
years of membership you may resign at anytime. 

About every four weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive, free, 
the Club's magazine describing the corning selection and alter¬ 
nates, which save you up to 30% off publishers' edition prices. 

If you want the selection, do nothing, it will be shipped to 
you automatically. If you want an alternate, or no book at all, 
indicate your preference on the order form and return it by the 
date specified. That date allows you 10 days to decide. If you 
receive an unwanted selection because you had less than 10 
days, return it at our expense. There Is a shipping and handling 
charge on all books shipped. 


The Military Book Club offers its own complete, hardbound 
editions sometimes altered in size to fit special presses and 
save members even more. 

Note: Prices shown are publishers* edition prices. 


FREE! When you join. 

2 Giant Full-Color 
World War II Strategy Maps 



! lifilitaryBookclub ! 

j Dept. XR-221. Garden CHy. NY 11530. | 

I Please accept my application for membership in the Military § 

I Book Club and send me the four books whose numbers I have | 

I printed In the boxes below. Bill me only 98< plus shipping and I 

■ handling. I understand that i need buy only four more books at I 

{ regular low Club prices during the first two years of my mem- | 

! bership to complete my purchase commitment. My member- | 

I ship will be subject to the terms and conditions presented In | 
I this ad. Also send me the two free WWiI Strategy Maps, mine | 

I to keep whether or not i remain a member. | 

j No-riA guarantee: It not delighted after examining my four | 
I selections, 1 may return the books within 10 days, and my { 

I membership will be canceled. I may keep the two WWiI Strat- | 

I egy Maps, and I will owe nothing. i 

j Note: If you select 2-volume AIRWAR set, write 9134 in 2 j 
[ boxes, then choose 2 more selections. _ j 


Mr. I 

Mrs_I 

Miss I 

Address_Apt. No_ j 

City_ I 

State----Zip - ! 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian ! 

members will be serviced from Toronto. Offer slightly different ! 

in Canada. 04-M134 j 
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Attachment for single 
lock'btode knife gives one 
hand access to your blade 
with a flick of your thumb. 
One hand operation leoves 
other bond tree. Meosure 
your blade thickness at top 
edge next to handle. Specify 
size. $2.95 each, ppd. 


Circle your bICide thickness 


1/8" (#1) 1/10" (#2) 3/32" (#3) 


Enclosed is $ __(cash, check, money 

order) for the “Flicket” at $2.95 each. ppd. 


Name_ 

Address.»___ 

Cit y _; 

State---Zip-,_i_ 

CKC Manufacturing, Dept. SF ' 
P.O. Box 308, Lawrenceville, Ga. 30246 


Secrets Of Modern 
KNIFE FIGHTING 



COMBAT KNIFE FIGHTING 

by one of the leading experts analyzes every 
detail of employing the knife in close quarter 
fighting, including underwater techniques. Us¬ 
ing step-by-step “how to” photos, he compares 
and evaluates fighting styles of such famous 
men as Jim Bowie, John Styers, and Rex Ap¬ 
plegate. Steele also evaluates a wide assortment 
of knives from all over the world. 


145 PAGES/215 PHOTOS 
HARDCOVER $15.95 
son COVER $9.95 

VISA 

ADD $1.00 FOR Mastercharge 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING. 
ALL 3-4 WEEKS DELIVERY 




P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF-3 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 


IIULLETIIV BOARD 


T he bull 

IS DEAD ... 

Colonel Arthur D. “Bull” Simons, ex- 
Special Forces officer and engineer of the 
biggest jailbreak in history (“Who Dares 
Wins,” SOF, June 1979), died in May of 
heart failure at a Dallas hospital. 

Simons, best known for leading a raid 
on the Son Tay POW camp in North Viet¬ 
nam in 1970, and more recently for rescu¬ 
ing two of billionaire H. Ross Perot’s 
employees from an Iranian prison in Feb¬ 
ruary, had been ill since suffering a heart 
Attack in March. 

Perot, who brought him to Dallas for 
treatment, said of his close friend, “No 
one could be stronger in adversity or more 
gentle with children....” 

In a future issue. Soldier of Fortune will 
present a fitting farewell to this excep¬ 
tional warrior. 

K ennedy 

FOUND GUILTY ... 

Early in April, the Senate ethics com¬ 
mittee ruled 3 to 0 that Senator Ted Ken¬ 
nedy acted improperly when he wrote 
fund raising letters for two national gun 
control groups on his official stationery. 

The letters, written for the National 
Coalition to Ban Handguns and Handgun 
Control, Inc,, violated an advisory opin¬ 
ion that “prohibits donation by Senators 
of stationery which includes the words 
‘United States Senate.”’ However, the 
decision does not subject Kennedy to 
disciplinary action. 

S ALTH 

SEMINARS ... 

The American Security Council Educa¬ 
tion Foundation, the educational branch 
of the Coalition for Peace Through 
Strength, is conducting monthly seminars 
to provide information to counter the 
massive pro-SALT II campaign currently 
being waged by the Carter administration. 

Speakers include many distinguished 
experts in the defense field, including 
General John Singlaub, recently “re¬ 
tired” from the U.S. Army (see January 
1979 SOF). 

The ASCEF is looking for community 
leaders across the nation who can aid 
them in their fight to inform the American 
people of the forces currently working to 
tear down the nation’s defenses and leave 
the U.S. vulnerable to Soviet domination. 
For further information contact: John 
Fisher, President, American Security 
Council Education Foundation, Boston, 
VA 22713. 


N ew bolt 

SPRING ... 

SSK Industries announced the introduc¬ 
tion of a heavy duty bolt spring for the 
Thompson/Center Contender recently. 

SSK claims their bolt spring exerts 
50^0 + more pressure than the original 
T/C spring, assuring a tight lock up, in¬ 
creased accuracy and a substantial re- 
ductipn in “flyers.” Placement of these 
springs in Thompson/Center’s Contender 
results in greatly improved scores in 
Metallic Silhouette competition. 

The firm’s heavy duty hammer spring 
($6.65); 10-30 ounce trigger return spring 
($5.65) and bolt spring are available as a 
kit at $16.00. The bolt spring retails in¬ 
dividually for $6.65. 

PFOR 

ERRORS ... 

Apologies to Lt. Col. Richard S. Bond, 
mistakenly identified as James Bond in 
OPFOR: The Friendly Enemy (SOF, June 
1979). 

Additionally, the photo on page 58 re¬ 
fers to a PKM as an AKM. And on page 
83, paragraph five, the RPK has the heavy 
barrel and 40-round magazine — the 
AKM does not. 

N ATO 90mm GUNS 

TO GO TO USSR? ... 

Several European and American mili¬ 
tary sources indicate that Engessa, a 
Brazilian defense company, has sold 
either technology or munitions for a cur¬ 
rent state-of-the-art 90mm cannon to the 
Soviet Union. The cannon, in use 
throughout NATO on armored force ve¬ 
hicles, is manufactured under license from 
a Belgian defense corporation. 

If true, the sale raises serious questions 
about violations of NATO defense agree¬ 
ments concerning the dissemination of 
current weapons systems to Warsaw Pact 
powers. It also raises questions about the 
state of affairs between Brazil and the 
U.S., which have been at a low ebb ever 
since President Carter’s ill-planned visit to 
Brazil last year, where he excoriated his 
host country’s record on human rights 
and met with communist opposition lead¬ 
ers to show his support for their cause. 
Rubbing salt in public wounds. Carter 
then flew directly to Nigeria, where he 
publicly praised the Nigerian leaders (in¬ 
stigators of the massacre of over 
1,000,000 Biafrans by starvation and exe¬ 
cution) for their stand on “human 
rights,” recommending their example for 
the world to emulate. 
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DESERT PUBLICATIONS 
Combat Bookshelf 


NEW DESERT PUBLICATIONS 1979 CATALOG 
We are proud to present our large new catalog for 1979. Loaded with many new 
and exciting titles, of which, a few are listed below. Our new catalog contains 
more titles than ever before, so send for your FREE copy today. A catalog Is 
included with every order. You can't lose at this price. 

Catalog 79-1.FREE 

— Dealer Inquiries Always Welcome — 


NEW TITLES 


TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT 
— How The Underdog Gets Justice 
by Victor Santoro 

In today's society there exists a large "grey area" 
of justice where the average good-guy gets 
screwed, blued & tattoed. Many wrongs fall short 
of being criminal hence, no police help! In this 
book, Victor Santoro brings forth a virtual ency¬ 
clopedia of “dirty tricks" the underdog can use to 
get revenge. This Is guerrilla warfare reduced to the 
lowest common denominator — where one man 
can become an army, striking from the shadows, 
to reduce his target to a mental basket case. No 
legal or moral assessment is made and the reader 
is cautioned that this book is for entertainment 
reading only. 

213 .... .$4.95 

STREET FIGHTING 
— America's Martial Art — 
by George Carpenter 

This book turns the spotlight back to fighting 
skills that have put more opponents in the hos¬ 
pital or grave yard than all the Oriental skills 
combined. Written by a man who has "been and 
done,” this book compares hand-to-hand fighting 
techniques as to what works and what dosen't. 
This is not the book for "fair fighters" or "dojo 
ballerinas," but is an invaluable handbook for 
anyone who wants to be able to punch, kick and 
claw his way to victory or safety under great odds. 
Hardcover edition only, loaded with photos. 

428 . $12.95 

THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUNS 
This great book puts under one cover the most 
complete compendium of practical and technical 
Tommy Gun information ever published. Five 
complete volumes reprinted under one cover, 
uncut: "The Thompson Submachine Gun Model 
1928 .45 Calibre" (British), "Basic Field Manual 
Thompson Submachinegun, .45, M1928A1"(U.5. 
Ordnance), "Thompson Submachine gun .45, 
M1"{U.S. Army Ordnance), "Thompson Ultra 
Modern Automatic Arms" (Auto-Ordnance Cata¬ 
log). Over 230 information-packed pages, brim¬ 
ming with exploded view illustrations and photos. 
031 . $6.95 

SHOOTOUT 
— Modern Gunfighting — 
by Tony Lesce 

This refreshing new book separates fact from 
fiction on the subject of combat & defensive 
shooting. Chapters cover such subjects as: 
Gunfighting and Some Misconceptions; Guns 
and Equipment; Ammunition; Psychological 
Factors; Shooting Stance and Style; Tactics of 
Gunfighting; Gunfight Situations; Questions & 
Answers; Setting Up Practice Situations. A vital 
source of information in a field where correct 
knowledge can give you that life saving edge over 
an opponent. 

427 . $4.95 


HOW TO OPEN HANDCUFFS WITHOUT KEYS 
by Carl Roper 

A great companion volume to Handcuffs, U.S., 
Vol. 1. Written for the locksmith, handcuff col¬ 
lector, and professional magician, this book covers 
picking techniques of the most antique cuffs — up 
to and including how to pick modern cuffs, such 
as the S&W high security cuffs used by the U.S. 
Marshall Service. Well illustrated with many 
drawings and photos. 

120.$4.95 


BLOODY IRON 

by Harold J. Jenks & Michael H. Brown 
"Bloody Iron" is a revolutionary new book on 
knife fighting, written by men who have "been 
and done." Many never before told, secrets of 
knife fighting are revealed, including: life saving 
techniques, moves and tricks, ail Illustrated by 
dozens of large clear photographs. "Bloody 
Iron" is a radical departure from all the previously 
taught techniques. You don’t have the full story 
on knife fighting until you have this book! Hard 
bound. 

424 . $12.95* 


DEVIL DOGS 

— Attack & Guard Dog Training — 
by George Carpenter 

A great new source of information on how to buy 
and train your own attack dog or. in some cases, 
train your existing pet dog. Chapters include: 
The Dog as a Weapon; Choosing the Right Breed; 
Obedience Trianing; Training the Watchdog; 
Gun Training; Attack Dog Training; Guarding 
Prisoners; and final chapter on the legal aspects 
of owning guard dogs. Written and illustrated with 
many photographs by a man who has done hat he 
tells you how to do. 

426 ... $4.95 


AGENT'S HANDBOOK OF 
BLACK BAG OPERATIONS 
A book the "Watergate 5" should have read! A 
detailed study of a very controversial subject 
matter. All Intelligence operation, whether 
governmental, commercial or private, utilize 
"Black Bag" techniques at one time or another. 
The author of this book has gleaned much infor¬ 
mation from agents who have "been and done." 
Also included is a sample plan of action excerpted 
from an actual F.B.I. memorandum detailing a 
"for real" Black Bag Job! 

212 . $5.95 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. SF ComvUle, AZ 86325 


Name- 


Address. 
City_ 


..State. 


Qty. 

TITLE or BOOK No. 

Price 

total 1 


























AZ Add 4% State Sales Tax 




If you wish to add this purchasa to your: 

- MASTER CHARGE, VISA or BANKAMERiCAAD — 
Includa card numbar, aspiration data and signatura on 
saparata paper and mall In with ordar. (If Mastar Charge 
also include the 4 digit number below your name). 
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SENTINEL ARMS COMPANY 



Night Viewing Device: 


Military conversion for Mini-14. 


$89.80! 

(Shipping Prepaid) 


Convert your Roger Mini-14 to a 
military style carbine, complete vi/ith 
ventilated Handguard (covers sliding 
actuating rod for better grip) and integral 
bipod in less than 5 min. (Requires drilling 
of 1 hole in stock). When not in use. bipod folds under stock: 
providing an excellent hold. Top quality, fully guaranteed. Also 
available: Complete stock with bipod assy installed and special handguard 
— .. .. $123.30 (Shipping Prepaid) 


Available Soon: 

Mini-14 paratrooper stock with 
Distol grip & collapsable stock assy. 
SASE + 259 for info, on above. 



Shipping Paid 


OPENS THE MANY APPLICATIONS OF 
INFRARED AT AN ECONOMICAL PRICE 

GIVES A VISIBLE PICTURE OF 

REFLECTED INFRARED |.R. 

refracted infrared 

INFRARED FLUORESCENCE 
INFRARED EMIHING SOURCES. 
INCLUDING OTHER SCOPES 


Infrared Viewer 
(self-contained 
power source) 
Features: 


Size ol unit 

107/8*’X63/4*‘X3” 


• Type 6032 infrared image converter tube. • Standard 
Kodak #87 Wratten I.R. light fitter. • Operates from 6 volt 
DC power source! • Convenient quicl^ disconnect pistol 
grip handle, switches and shoulder strap clips. • Utilizes 
readily available PR 13 llashlight lamp with high efficiency 
parabolic reflective mirror. • Adaptable to ride mounts. 

• Telephoto lens I42.mm F3.3 6‘ to infinity. 


Several completely reconditioned military I.R. infrared sniper Smith & Wesson Star-Tron Available from $4,200 — SASE + 

scopes complete with battery pack ahd chest. $025.00 759 for info & prices on above. 



Brass Catchers: 


*‘GERBER" MKI Knives 


High quality brass catchers, catches 100% of brass, installs in seconos. 

AR-15, M-16 ....; . $37.50 

AB-180-AR-18.i.. $42.50 

“RANGER" brand canto fatigues (Vietnam pattern). 

“MILITARY" issue (new) Vietnam style w/cargo pockets ... 


$25.50 

$38.50 


“GERBER" MK11 Knives 


Smith & Wesson Smoke Grenades (6 second delay), set of 3. $29.50 

Please note... Add $3.50 shipping on above items. 

SURVIVAL RATIONS 

Be prepared for any emergency with a SURVIVAL PACK from 
SENTINEL ARMS COMPANY. East Coast Distributor for Mountain 
Housed' Products. 

SECURITY PACK 

Produced similar to U.S. Military’s “long-range patrol” 

(LRP ration), this grouping of seven complete meals is 
designed to be used for lunch or dinner. Each meal contains a 
generous serving of a freeze-dried entree (approx. 1 lb. reconstituted), 
plus orangeade or lemonade, tropical bar or fig newton cake, a packet of point 
breads, salt, pepper, napkin, and a plastic spoon. Each meal is sealed in a heavy 
brown (military style) plastic bag for extra protection and can be stored for years. LRPS include one 
each of veg. stew w/beef. beef & rice w/onions. chile w/beans. rice & chicken, potatoes and beef, chicken stew, and beef stew. 




EMERGENCY SIX PACK 

Designed for emergency survival purposes (sustains one person 8 days). Case contains 6 #10 cans: 2 cans contain breakfasts of eggs, 
cocoa and applesauce, 2 lunches include tongue and chicken salad, crackers, orange drink and LURPS*^ . The 2 dinners include vegetable 
beef stew, and chicken stew, orange and lemonade drink, butterscotch and banana cream pudding. Alt meals ready to eat In 10 minutes. 


Food for long term storage: 

(10 + years) Available in #10 cans at reasonable prices — send $2.50 for complete information package and price list. 


Terms: Cashier's check or money order. Shipped within 48 hours. 
Personal checks allow 3-4 weeks, BAC or MC on phone orders only. 
Sorry. NoC.O.D.s 

Pennsylvania Residents: Visit our retail store, across from the 
Harrisburg International Airport, for Penna’s largest Inventory of 
handguns, semi-auto rifles, legal fully automatic weapons, and 
survival supplies. East Coast distributor for Mountain House**' 
Products. Buy direct and SAVE! We publish no catalogue due to 
changing inventory & prices. Please call or write for quotes. 


Sentinel Arms Company 

17 Olmstead Plaza 
Middletown, Penna. 17057 
(717) 944-1614 


Enraged, the Brazilian government can¬ 
celed all military defense agreements with 
the U.S., which has always counted on 
Brazilian help to secure its South Atlantic 
shipping routes through active military 
assistance and the use of Brazilian bases. 

The Soviets reportedly expressed inter¬ 
est in the gun and its munitions after 
Engessa supplied Russian-advised Libya 
with AFVs mounting the cannon. Specu¬ 
lation is rife that the Russian military is 
not overjoyed with the results of their low 
velocity 76mm cannon used on their new 
BMP troop carrier and may be looking at 
NATO’s 90mm gun for a replacement. 


C ARTER TORPEDOES 
AFRICAN SUBS ... 

The South African navy recently receiv¬ 
ed a severe setback in its expansion and 
modernization plans, when President Car¬ 
ter applied diplomatic pressure that 
forced France to cancel South African 
orders for two frigates and two sub¬ 
marines. 

South Africa recently ordered two Type 
A 69 Aviso Class frigates of approximate¬ 
ly 1000 tons each to replace its President 
Class frigates, which have been in service 
for almost 20 years, and two Agosta Class 
submarines from Direction Techniques 
des Constructions Navales (D.T.C.N.) in 
Paris, and six Reshef Class fast attack 
craft from Israel. Although Carter’s pea¬ 
nut policy of interference forced cancella¬ 
tion of the French order, Israel still plans 
to fulfill its South African commitment. 

Since South Africa received delivery of 
three Daphne Class submarines in 1968- 
69, its loss of the Agosta subs is not so 
serious as the loss of the Aviso frigates. 

Alternatives available to South Africa 
include ordering more Reshef attack ves¬ 
sels from Israel, while continuing to rely 
on its President Kruger Class frigates for 
its larger vessels, or ordering frigates from 
Argentina or Brazil, countries with which 
it has good diplomatic relations. What¬ 
ever its decision, South Africa will prevail, 
thanks to its continuing resources of im¬ 
agination and ingenuity. 


W ANT TO JOIN 
THE FRENCH 
FOREIGN LEGION? ... 

Tips for those interested in joining the 
Legion: Try to get some French language 
background before you go. Recent return¬ 
ees from France indicate difficulties with 
finding English-speaking types at the 
Legion recruiting center. If you go to 
France, make sure you have money for a 
return ticket to the U.S. — some Yanks 
were rejected for enlistment and had to 
borrow money from friends to make it 
back home. 


M ini 

GI BILL ... 

Northwestern University sociologist 
Charles Moskos Jr. has been advocating a 
proposal for some time which calls on 
Continued on page 82 
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VIKING 


INTERNATIONAL 


LONG PLAY 

CASSETTE 

RECORDERS 

10 hr. deluxe model $129 
14 hr. model $215 

• Automatic telephone recording device, the best since 
1969, all solid state, U.S. made (no cheap import). 

• Voice activated switch, turns recorder on when 
voice is present. 


LOW-COST 
DIALED NUMBER 
PRINTER 







Connects at any point of the telephone line. 
Prints dialed numbers automatically. 

Prints any number of digits. 

Displays and prints elapsed time of call 
automatically. 

Totalizes elapsed time by day, week or month. 
Dial in reference numbers, accounting codes, etc. 
Compact, desk top style — only 7%" x 9" x 3". 


IMPORTANT: our exclusive TA210X recording device, 
when used with ANY of our long play recorders, allows 
the recorder to be in ''standby mode" 24 hours per day 
WITHOUT current drain on the recorder's batteries. 

SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFERS: 

• 10 HOUR RECORDER + recording device + VOX 
$158.00 (you save $33.90) 

• 14 HOUR RECORDER + recording device + VOX 
$235.00 (you save $42.90) 


Ideal for management and cost control of: 

• WATS lines 

• Usage sensitive lines 

• Billing of time and charges to clients. 

100% Solid State, Professional Quality 
Full One Year Warranty 

Rotary Dial model $349 

Rotary and Touch Tone® model $475 


BRIEFCASE RECORDER 

FEATURES: 

• Beautiful brown leather briefcase, only 3%" THIN! $479 

• Manual on/off operation: push handle to left=on, push to rlght=off. 

• Automatic operation by voice activated switch. 

• Microphone located in left lock. 

• Can be carried while recording. 

• Recorder is located In lockable bottom compartment, 
the top compartment holds papers, books, etc. 

• Recording time 4 hours per cassette (10 hr. model available, please inquire). 

• Heavy duty battery pack with electronic voltage regulation gives 90 hour 






operating time. 


Factory Direct! 


Write for big, free catalog 

VIKING INTERNATIONAL 

P.O. Box 432-S Newhall, California 91322 
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SPECIAL FORCES*RANGER- 
UDT*SEAL*HAND TO HAND 
COMBAT* SPECIAL WEAPONS* 
SPECIAL TACTICS SERIES 

The most effective system of hand 
to hand combat in the world. 

AUTHORED BY: 

Michael D. Echanis 



VOLUME #1 KNIFE SELF 
DEFENSE FOR COMBAT 


Over 350 easy to follow step by step 
clear and uncluttered photos. 

PRICE: ^4.95 



VOLUME #2 KNIFE 
FIGHTING/KNIFE THROWING 
FOR COMBAT 

Over 800 easy to follow clear and sim¬ 
ple photos. 

PRICE: ®7.95 



VOLUME #3 BASIC STICK 
FIGHTING FOR COMBAT 


The latest in the Echanis series, hun¬ 
dreds of photos show the deadly art of 
stick fighting from police-type baton to 
the walking cane. 

PRICE: ^6.95 


Plus $1.00 Postage and Handling 
MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


ALLOW 2-4 WEEKS 
DELIVERY TIME 


VISA 

Mastercharge 


P.O. Box 683, Dept. SF-16 
Boulder, Colo. 80306 



Jerraio& SITUATION 

by Jerry Ahern bb—— 


rOR all their faults, two-inch barreled 
.38 Specials are still a popular commodity, 
and despite the comparatively ineffectual 
.38 Special round — especially the stan¬ 
dard 158-grain round-nosed lead service 
cartridge — the revolvers are decidedly 
more potent than a .25 or .22 long rifle. 
The problem today is that Smith & Wes¬ 
son J-frames like the Chiefs Special — 
are almost impossible to find. Colt Detec¬ 
tive Specials — the only two-incher in 
Coitus lineup besides the Lawman — are 
in terrifically short supply. That leaves on¬ 
ly Charter Arms’ two-inch Undercover 
.38. Although this gun can be found in 
most places, its availability occasionally 
offers a challenge. 

When one buys the Charter, what 
should he expect? For openers, it is the 
smallest, lightest, all-steel .38 Special to be 
had, an asset in concealment; however, 
caution must be used in ammo selection. 
Most .38 snubbies should not be fed Plus 
P rounds, certainly not with any regular¬ 
ity. If a low-pressure, reverse-seated, wad- 
cutter-type load cannot be concocted and 
commercial ammo is all that is available, 
then standard wadcutter rounds or the old 
police duty round “ the 158-grainer refer¬ 
red to above — is probably the best 
choice. Although some readers might be 
upset with this fact, using high perfor¬ 
mance loads in these small guns is asking 
for trouble — everything from screw 
loosening to possible accident. 

If the low-end ammo is thought suffi¬ 
cient, then the Charter can indeed be a 
fine little carry-gun. A five-shotter with 
round-butt design, the Undercover has a 
flat profile. This compact, portable gun 
weighs an even pound empty and mea¬ 
sures 614 inches long and just over four 
inches tall. 

Because Charters generally shoot well 
and are reliable in field use, they are car¬ 
ried by many relatively knowledgeable 
shooters for personal defense use. 

To develop the Undercover’s full poten¬ 
tial as a hideout arm, install the Barami 
Corporation’s Hip-Grip device. Spoken 
of in this column before, the Hip Grip 
allows relatively safe carrying without a 
holster. It makes the Charter or similar 
guns ride low, a bit slow on the draw but 
vastly easier to conceal — under a light 
sport shirt or even a T-shirt. 

If you can’t carry serious ordnance and 
your choice is a small gun or nothing at 
all, the Charter bears serious looking into. 
Retail price with two-inch barrel and blue 
finish is well under $150, a bargain con¬ 
sidering today’s gun prices. For more in¬ 
formation or a color catalogue of Charter 


products, write Charter Arms Corpora¬ 
tion, Dept. SOF, 430 Sniffens Lane, 
Stratford, CT 06497, U.S.A. 

Shoulder holsters with diagonal or 
upside-down carry are usually easiest to 
conceal and fastest on the draw, but some 
guns lend themselves poorly to this sort of 
carry. Despite rigs like Bianchi’s superb 
upside-down revolver rig, the 9R, or the 
Jackass Shoulder Systems, sometimes an 
old fashioned, right-side-up shoulder rig 
must be used. Bianchi, Bucheimer-Clark 
and George Lawrence, as well as other 
firms, make excelJent models. One I’ve 
been using lately is the Safariland Model 
100, carrying a Browning P-35 or High 
Power. 

The Model 100 is a well-thought-out 
rig. For openers, it features the patented 
Safariland Sight-Track, a Lexan piece 
placed between the two side pieces of the 
holster body. The front sight rides in the 
track rather than rubbing against the 
holster itself, saving the front sight and 
the leather. Available suede-lined, this is 
also an asset with a gun like the High 
Power. Even though the Browning has a 
durable finish, why take chances with a 
firearm wearing a price tag over $300? 

One especially good feature of the Sa¬ 
fariland Model 100, in this writer’s opin¬ 
ion, is the elastic retainer in the lower 
front portion of the holster as well as the 
standard, open-front snapdraw. This re¬ 
tainer gives extra security for the gun and 
in no way impedes the draw or gun re¬ 
placement. 

Concealability with the 100 is adequate 
for casual use, the butt of the gun being 
nicely turned in towards the torso. Com¬ 
fort is good and the Safariland harness- 
design features several slots for readjust¬ 
ment of the crossover strap. Safariland’s 
leather quality is always excellent, and if a 
right-side-up holster for a good-sized 
handgun is needed, Safariland’s Model 
100 bears a good looking at. For more in¬ 
formation, write Safariland at Dept. SOF, 
1941 S. Walker Ave., Monrovia, CA 
91016, U.S.A. 

AlS this is written, the Three Mile 
Island nuclear disaster is just — apparent¬ 
ly — winding down. By the time this is 
read, it will be ancient history. But it 
might also be future history. For openers, 
the actual effects of radiation exposure to 
persons in affected areas might not be felt 
for decades. Hopefully, they will not be 
felt at all. But, especially to SOF readers, 
the implications of the disaster should be 
Continued on page 91 
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Customize Ybur Own Handgun With The 
Famous EriPturcsr Components 


The Enforcer has become immensely popular in a relatively short period 
of time because it is an excellent, lightweight, deadly accurate combat pistol. 
Also, because it includes a multitude of custom features that make it, perhaps, 
the most attractive and practical .45 caliber automatic ever made. 


So that you can customize your own handgun, a line of custom components 
has been introduced by M-S Safari Arms to fit most .45 caliber automatics. 
Of the many custom components used on the Enforcer, the first six are now 
available from stock. 



^ Beav«riaiT Grip Safety. Provides better control of the 
weapon by spreading recoil over a larger area of the 
shooter's hand, reduces apparent ^ 
recoil and eliminates hammer* 
pinch. Requires minimal frame 
contouring for perfect fit. 

$15.00 


^ Combat Magazine Base Pad. With this component, you don’t 
have to worry about noise or damage to magazine when ejecting the 
magazine — even from a standing position — during match shooting 
or in combat. $1.95 


T Ambidextrous Combat Slide Release. A first by M-S 
Safari Arms — Now full control of the .45 Automatic with 
the left hand. $29.50 per set. 


^ Ambidextrous Combat Safety Set. 
Allows full function of safety for left 
handed shooters or right handed 
shooters in case of injury. $34.95 set 


^ Extended Combat Slide Release. Computer 
calculated angle and curvature of releases 
allows reliability on hand control from shooting 
grip leaving left hand free to handle fresh 
magazine insertion. $17.50 


^ Extended Combat Safety. Match 
proven design assures positive 
control of safety without having to 
shift or reposition grip. $16.95 


AH components are supplied in satin finished, stainless steel, ready for 
gimsmith^s installation. Please use the coupon to order components direct from 
the factory; or, to request further information about the Enforcer which, of 
course, must be delivered through your local gun dealer. 




(602) 996-0445 

SAFARI ARMS 

Post Office Box 28355 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


TO: M-S SAFARI ARMS • P.O. Box 26355 • Tempe, AZ 85282 


Please enter my order for: Quantity Total 

□ Beavertail Grip Safety @ $15.00 ... $ _ 

□ Extended Combat Safety @ $16.95. ______ $ _ 

□ Combat Magazine Base Pad @ $1.95 .... $ _ 

□ Extended Combat Slide Release @ $17.50 set ... . ... $ _ 

□ Ambidextrous Combat Safety Set @ $34.95 ... ...... _ $ _ 

□ Ambidextrous Combat Slide Release @ $29.50 set. .... . $ _ 


Shipping & handling $ LOO 

My check or mbney order is enclosed: Total $_ 

Please send me information on the Enforcer and other products 
available from M-S. I enclose $1.00 for postage and handling, 

Nanw_____ 


Address. 
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RUGGED ORIGINAL 

FALLSCHIRMSPRiNGERSTIEFEL 
GERMAN PARATROOPER BOOTS 
IMMEDIA TE A VAILABILITY 

Prize jump boots for all Airborne personnel. Rugged 
beyond compare. Smooth black leather with a 
patented lacing system. Lined with supple calfskin 
and padded for protection. Closed tongue. Water¬ 
proofed. Double-stitched. Non-slip rubber heel and 
half-sole over leather base. European sizes 39-47 
(US 6-12) REGULAR & WIDE ONLY. MC and BAG 
accepted. Phone (404) 943-9336 today! U.S.A. & 

A.P.O. Addresses only. 

Send payment to: 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS LTD. 

P.O. BOX 108-L, POWDER SPRINGS. GA. 
30073 

SPECIAL OFFER-$79.95 

AVAILABLE SOON! 

SPECIAL JUMP INSERTS 

J 



SEND S5.S0 TO; 


LUPI 

P.O. BOX 1421, DEPT SOF-4 
MOBILE, AL 36601 


mu mm 



by Chuck Taylor 


the last issue of SOF, Chuck Taylor 
described the various rifles tested by the 
C/.S. Army qfter World War II to replace 
the ,30 Ml (Garand) service rifle. Now he 
tells the rest of the story- 
EMEMBER 
THE M15? ... 

After 12 years and several million 
dollars, the T44s were officially adopted 
as standard service for the U.S. Army. 
The T44E4 was designated the “rifle, cad. 
7.62mm NATO, M14.“ and the T44E5 as 
the “rifle, cal. 7.62mm NATO, M15.“ 

In their as-adopted versions, the 
weapons were described by Special Text, 
7-179, U.S. Army Infantry School pu- 
lication, Ft. Benning, Georgia, December 
1958: 

“a. The M14 and M15 are two slightly dif¬ 
ferent models of the same basic weapon. 
Both are 7.62mm, magazine-fed, gas- 
operated, shoulder-type weapons. The 
M14 has a light barrel and is designed 
primarily for semiautomatic fire (em¬ 
phasis mine), but can be converted for 
automatic fire by inserting a selector. The 
M15 has a heavier barrel, stock, and 
handguard, and is equipped with a bipod, 
a hinged butt-plate, and a selector. It can 
fire both semi- and fully-automatic fire, 
“b. Both models have the same sight sys¬ 
tem. The rear sight is identical to the Ml 
rifle rear sight and is graduated iri minutes 
of angles. The front sight is smaller than 
the Ml front sight and is mounted on the 
flash suppressor. There is a wide flange on 
the bottom of the flash suppressor which 
reduces the amount of dust - blown up 
from the muzzle blast,'and there is a stud 
on the rear of the flash suppressor to ac¬ 
commodate a bayonet and a grenade laun¬ 
cher. 

“c. The M14 action (receiver, bolt, and 
trigger housing group) is basically the 
same as that of the Ml. The differences, 
in nearly all instances, were required to ac¬ 
commodate the shorter cartridge and 20- 


round box magazine. The receiver, bolt, 
and firing pin are also shorter. The bolt 
stud has a roller (to reduce friction) which 
contacts the camming surfaces in the 
hump of the operating rod. The bolt lock 
is mounted on the left side of the receiver. 
The trigger housing group has a new hous¬ 
ing, new trigger guard, and a longer sear. 
On the new rifles, the counterpart of the 
Ml’s clip ejector is shorter and functions 
as a safety spring only. The trigger hous¬ 
ing floor plate has been cut back so the 
magazine can be inserted, but an adequate 
area has been retained to allow the trigger 
housing group to be clamped to the stock. 
The magazine latch is in a recess in the 
vertical face of the trigger housing. 

“d. The sear release, selector shaft, and 
connector assembly, mounted on the right 
side of the receiver and positioned by the 
selector lock, are inoperative during semi¬ 
automatic fire.” 

Shortly after the adoption of the Ml 4 
and M15, it was decided the Ml5 was not 
sufficiently superior to the BAR in the 
weight category. As a result, the Ml4 was 
subjected to an additional R&D program 
to allow for its effective use as a replace¬ 
ment to the BAR, cal. .30 M1918A2. The 
findings resulted in the adoption of the 
M14E2 Oater termed the M14A2) rifle. 

The M14E2 featured a light barrel 
(since it was itself an Ml4) with a special 
muzzle brake/flash suppressor assembly 
mounted over the conventional suppres¬ 
sor, a straight line stock with fold-up 
pistol grip (to keep the piece under control 
while firing from the prone-bipod posi¬ 
tion), and a special hinged, rubber padded 
buttplate assembly. 

The M14A2, once sufficient parapher¬ 
nalia was mounted on it to dlow rea¬ 
sonable controllability, ended up weigh¬ 
ing 14.5 pounds, a mere Vi pound lighter 
than the heavy-barrelled M15. 

I briefly fired the M15 many years ago 
and found that although it was not as con- 
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U.S. Vietnam Vet5 Attempt To Fight For 
Saigon/CIA Assassination Of Tru)illo/Col. 
Hoare & His Mercs In Angola/American Mercs 
In Africa/Jeff Cooper On Rhodesia/Amazing 
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Lab/Underwater Knife Fighting/Flying F-4 
Phantoms For U.S. & Israel 
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Bayo-Pawley Affair/War In Angola/My¬ 
thologies 01 The Terrorist War/Rhodesian Up¬ 
date/Special Forces Desert Training/Recon 
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fessionals ■ 


ISSUE NUMBER THREE $4.00 

Operation Diablo/Angola Flashbacks/SOF In- 
lernviews A Nam Vet — FNLA Merc/Mad Dog 
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Challenge 01 Deep Sea Diving/The Bush- 
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Ralph Thorsen; Modern Day Bounty 
Hunter/Murder in Luanda/SOF Interviews Sir 
Robert Thompson/Terror In Beirut — An In¬ 
side Look At The PLO/War In Rhodesia/The 
Great Pot Plot/Mercs Of The American Revolu¬ 
tion/Snake Bite! Part 2/American 180; Test & 
Evaluation/Star PO .45 Auto: Test & Evalua- 
tion/MAC Stinger/Spinning Death: Test & 
Evaluation/An Intrusion Detection System/Ur¬ 
ban Street Survival 
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Rhodesian Army Recruiting Officer/SOF 
Recon: Action In South Africa/ParaMedIcs In 
Guatemala/Big Bore Blasters/Detonics .45 
Auto. Test & Evaluation/NRA Survival 
Schooi/lPSC Combat Sectionals/Black Water. 
Bombs & Bodies/Blades For Conceal¬ 
ment/NYPD Under Cover 



ISSUE NUMBER SEVEN $4.00 

Betrayal In Vietnam/American Merc Destroys 
Cuban Espionage Ring/Rhodesia-"Castle 
Keep'/Operation Linebacker ll/SOF Exposes 
International Rip-Off/Tigers Of Korea/R-76 
Submachine Gun/M-16: Terror Or Toy'^/Mike 
Echanis; Modern Master Of Ancient 
Skills/SOF, Special Forces & Goretex 


ISSUE NUMBER EIGHT $4.00 

Let's Print The Truth About Rhodesia/Israeli 
Defense Force: Ready & Waiting/A Firefight In 
Rhodesia/South African Army Prepares For 
War/French “Dogs Of War" Strike Out/SOF 
Interviews Mike Echanis/NRA Shakeup; A 
Victory For Gun Ownership/Linebacker 
11/Best Combat Shooters In U.S. 


ISSUE NUMBER NINE $4.00 

AIrtca Is Burning/A Professional Soldier 
Evaluates CIA/Cuban Exile Operations/Free¬ 
lancing In Cambodia/Silent Death in Viet¬ 
nam/The New Sidewinder' Tomorrow's SMG 
Today/Great Expectations — The Ar- 
10/Blackjacks & Billies/Sentry Remov¬ 
al/Home Drying Journey Food 



ISSUE NUMBER FOURTEEN $4.00 

ST-23 Fighting Knife/SWAT IN Action/The 
Cavalry Rides Again/South Africa VS SWAPO 
Terrorists/South African Strike Into 
Angota/PLO Operations in Lebanon/L-Tronic 
Night Sight/French Foreign Legion Today- 
Conclusion/Amenca's Gestapo In Action 





ISSUE NUMBER FIFTEEN $4.00 

SOF Interviews General John K Singlaub/Jeff 
Cooper's "Gunsite "/The Black Devils/Black 
gun Blaster/Southwest Africa Update/The 
Wild Geese Fly Again/The Cavalry Rides 
Again/1978 Second Chance Pistol Shool/ 
M16A1 In Automatic Rifle Role/Trifion/Over¬ 
drink For Survival/The Man Behind 
Tekna/The Ninja 



ISSUE NUMBER SIXTEEN $4.00 

Along The Angolan Border: Black Against 
Black/The Straphangers War/A Dynamite 
Combat Custom .45 Auto/Fairbairn-Sykes 
Commando Knife/ In Memortam: Tribute To a 
Professional Warrior — Mike Echanis/Rhode- 
sian Goafman/French Foreign Legion Jump 
Into Ahaba;/French Foreion Legion Up¬ 
date/Riding & Fighting With Grey’s Scouts — 
Conclusion/Test Your Skill With A SMG! 
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By Special Arrangement SOF Africa 
Correspondent brings readers a piece of the 


Action from the War Fronts of Southern Africa 

Al J. Venter, Africa and Military correspondent for 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine has reached an ac¬ 
cord with one of the best known distributers of 
miiitaria In the United States; Lancer Militaria to 
suppiy specialist items from Southern African op¬ 
erational areas for American coilectors. 

THESE OFFERS ARE EXCLUSiVE TO SOF READ¬ 
ERS. ACT NOW AS POLITiCAL DEVELOPMENTS 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA MAY NOT ALLOW THEM 
TO BE REPEATED. 




These plaques and wall hangings are some of the most 
beautiful collectors pieces to come out of Southern Africa’s 
war zones. They are acid-etched on copper plate mounted 
on hardwood from the Zambezi Valley and depict all six of 
Rhodesia’s current operational areas: Hurricane, 
Thrasher, Repulse, Grapple, Splinter and Tangent. 

A SIMILAR SET WAS AUCTIONED FOR £300 STERLING 
IN LONDON RECENTLY. 

There are only 200 complete sets of these plaques in 
ail of the United States but they can be bought singly 
for $19,95 each. 

The girl is not part of the deal! 

Also included in the offer are 100 sets of wall hangings 
which depict the six Operational areas in miniature 
mounted on black suede African buffalo leather IDEAL 
FOR THE OFFICE OR GUN ROOM. The wall hangings are 
$49,95 each. There are only 100 of these! 


PRICES 

Plaques 

$ 19.95 

each 

Wall hangings 

$ 49.95 

each 

(ONLY 100 in 
North America) 



This heavy duty Rhodesian Camouflage T-Shirt is as 
versatile as it is tough. Even in Southern Africa they 
are a much prized item for those who need to go into 
the bush. Ideal for hunting. Heavy duty cloth for 
heavy bush wear. 

LIMITED SUPPLIES WHILE THEY LAST. 


ONLY $14,95- 


IN A YEAR’S TIME ALL THIS 
MATERIAL WILL BE AS 
SCARCE AS ROCKING HORSE 
SHITIGET IN WHILE YOU CAN! 


PRICE 

$ 14.95 

each 



ORDER FROM: LANCER MILITARIA — Any Country — Any 
War P.O. Box 35188. HOUSTON, Texas 77035 
Phone (713) 522-7036, Or at our shop at 2409 Times Blvd, 
HOUSTON 

INCLUDE POSTAGE AND HANDLING CHARGE of 1.50 PER 
ORDER 



trollable as the BAR (it weighs three 
pounds less) it was definitely more con¬ 
trollable than the later M14E2. One must 
keep things in their proper perspective; at 
the point in history we 4re discussing, the 
Kennedy administration “whiz kids” be¬ 
gan to take over. Enough said? 

Well, there you have it. Another page in 
the glowing annals of .U.S. military 
SNAFUs, a relatively minor one in scale, 
however, when compared to the later Mi6 
fiasco (see SOF, Sept. ’77, “M16: Terror 
or Toy”). 

Now when your grandchildren ask you 
about things in the “old days” — you can 
tell them that they were just as fouled-up 
then as they are now! 


OFFICIAL NOMENCLATURE 
OF M14, M15 

(Special Text 7-179, December 1958) 


GENERAL DATA 


Weights in Pounds (Approx,) 

... M14 M15 

Rifle w/mag less sling . . /_ 

... 8.7 13.78 

Empty magazine- ........... 

.. . M 

Full magazine 

,. m 

Firing Weight w . 

.. jo 4 $ 

l.engths in Inches (Approx.) 

M14 M15 

Rifle, overall w/flash suppr.. 

... 44.14 45.00 

Barrel _ _ _ 

. .. 22.00 22.00 

Mechanical Features 

Rifling,, *. . . 



hand twist. 

Sight, . . , , . . -- 

, Graduated in minutes 

Sight radius .......--- *. , 

.. ^. 26.75(wches 

Trigger pull: 




Min......,., -- ... 

. ...^..,..5^5 lb. 

Loading devices , * ^ , 

, V- 20-rd. magazine 


5-rrf. stripper clip 

Method of Operation . 


Type of Mechanism ... .. 


Method of feeding .... 

magazine, 20-rd, cap. 

Chamber pressure _.... ., 



Cooling...... ....... Air 

AmmunNiqn 

Caliber .. . ... 7.62mm 

Type........____.......Ball, M59 

Armor piercing, M6I 
Tracer, M62 
Crfittp M64 
Dummy, M63 

Firing Characteristics 


Muzzle Velocity --- 


. 2,800 fp.s 

Cyclic rale.,.....,..,, . 

.......700-750 rpm 

Maximum rate of fire 

M14 

MIS 

Semi-automatic .......... . 

. 40-60 

40-60 

Automatic... 

Ub-150 

120-150 

Sustained rate of fire ......... 

S-IO’ 

15-20 

Maximum effective rate of fire. 

. 20^30 

20-30 

Maximum range.. 

. 5,200m 

3,200m 

Max. effective range 

. 450m 

450m 


Definitioiis 


Cyclic rate: the rate at which the weappn fires 
automatically. 

Maximum rate of fire: the fastest rate at which a 
trained gunner can fire. 

Sustained rate of fire^ The rate at which a weapon 
can indefinitely fire without seriously overheating. 
Maximum effective rate of fire: the maximum 
number of rounds the average soldier can fire and 
still gel a reasonable number of hits on the target. 
Maximum range: the greatest distance the weapon 
can fire. 

Maximum effective rortge; the greatest distance at 
which a weapon may be expected to fire accurately 
to inflict casualties or damage. 



18 SOLDIER OF FORTDiVF. 


SEPTEWSBER/79 
























Continued from page 8 

off by some mail order company, 

1. Contact the magazine/paper im¬ 
mediately so they may take the proper ac¬ 
tions as far as cancelling any future runs 
of the ad and/or advise said company of 
the problem and follow up on the re¬ 
sponse. 

2. Contact your local postal inspectors 
and give them the details. You can find 
the number in your phone book under 
U.S. government listing. If any mail fraud 
is involved they’ll want to know. 

3. Contact your local Federal Trade 
Commission and do the same thing. 
Phone number also under U.S. govern¬ 
ment. The FTC has a whole bunch of 
rules and regs that apply to mail order 
companies. 

4. Contact your local Better Business 
Bureau and tell them you want to make a 
complaint. They’ll give you a special form 
to fill out. You get one copy, they get one 
copy, and the others go to the BBB office 
closest to the company in question. They 
in turn will try to solve the problem. 

Whenever buying anything through the 
mail, one should be aware of the follow¬ 
ing: 

1. When buying surplus related mer¬ 
chandise beware of the words type and 
style. Example: Genuine Marine type 
combat knife. Or U.S. Army style mum¬ 
my sleeping bags. The items are genuine 
fakes! Read ads carefully and don’t be 
fooled! 


2. Never send cash! The best way to 
send payment is by postal money order, 
for the following reasons: A. Most mail 
order companies will hold your order on 
personal checks until it clears your bank— 
anywhere from two weeks to a month. B. 
Most companies consider a postal money 
order as good as cash and will send your 
order immediately. C. If you have trouble 
getting your order, the postal department 
will help you out and if the MO gets lost, 
they’ll issue a replacement. D. Each postal 
MO comes with a customer’s receipt copy 
for your records. 

3. Always keep the ad with your receipt 
for future reference. Let’s say you send 
for a product to a company advertising in 
a magazine you read at a friend’s house. 
Three months later, no order and you 
have since forgotten the company’s name 
and address. How do you write them??? 

4. Beware of business opportunity ads 
that read “stuff envelopes” or “clip 
newspaper articles and make $500 per 
week working at home”! Most of these 
ads advertise free information. After you 
write them, they send you the “for $5 
we’ll send you the the work-kit, etc.” 
bullshit. 

5. Generally speaking, a mail order ad¬ 
vertisement that has been running in a 
magazine for a given length of time of say 
eight months, or a company that adver¬ 
tises products regularly, is safe. If the 
company is flaky the magazine will hear 
from readers and will stop future advertis¬ 


ing from that company and/or investigate 
to protect their readers. You figure if an 
ad runs eight months with no problems, it 
should be straight. 

6. When you see something advertised 
at some unbelievable price, be cautious 
and don’t buy on impulse. Write to the 
company and confirm the exact product, 
model number, brand, and find out why 
it’s so cheap. Is it a second, blemished, 
discontinued model, damaged merchan¬ 
dise, etc.? Or is it some ripoff? 

7. A good way to test a company or 
advertiser is to write a letter or note re¬ 
questing information. This will give you 
some idea of what kind of service to ex¬ 
pect. If the company’s a flake or outright 
ripoff, don’t expect an answer. 

If you ever feel you’ve been had or you 
get an order that is nowhere close to what 
was advertised, compiainVA Don’t just 
throw the junk away and vow never to 
purchase anything through the mail. 
Complain to the proper authorities. If you 
paid good money for something worth¬ 
less, send it back and get your money 
back. Most people are simply too lazy to 
return orders. 

Don’t forget, if you don’t get your 
order, it is possible they never got your 
letter. Don’t jump to conclusions 
prematurely. Keep a record of everything 
you send. If you send letters requesting a 
refund, or inquiring about your order. 

Continued on page 85 
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IF KENNEDY TAKES THE PLUNGE... 

Quietly, the Far Left-dissatisfied with the Prince of Peanuts 
-is pushing Prince Charming of Chappaquiddick. This 2x3 
black-and-yellow poster graphically reminds people of those 
long-ago events surrounding the senior Senator from Massa¬ 
chusetts, who panicked in his car, but who now would like to 
have his finger on the buttons in the White House. Destined 
to be a collector's item, this poster is ideal for display between 
now and the 1980 elections—especially wherever voters con¬ 
gregate (offices, gas stations, stores, meeting halls, lodges, 
truck stops, your own den or family room ... or near the 
deep end of your swimming pool). 

I'd like to help the voters remember. Please rush me 
poster(s) at the rate of 1 for $2.75; 5 for $9.75 (save 


$4); 10 for $16.75 (save $10.75), PLUS$2.25PER ORDER] 
to cover handling, special mailing tube and postage. (Orders'', 
for more than 10 posters MUST be in multiples of 10, i.e.,\ 
20, 30, 40, etc.; cost of each multiple is $16.75 PLUS the] 
$2.25 handling, tube and postage charge.) Delivery 2 weeks. I 
Enclosed is check or money order, payable 
to Florida Conservative Unmn, in amount of: $- 

PLEASE PRINT: 


Name:. 


Address; 


cn 
O- 
•n: 


City, State: 


MAIL COUPON WITH PAYMENT (which is considered a\ 
contribution to FCU, a nonpartisan, nonprofit Florida cor -1 
potation) to FCU, c/o SOF, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 ; 
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FOREIGN ORDERS Be sure to use U.S. currency and send 
enough to cover for air freight charges. 

CALIBER DESCRIPTION PRICE 

22 Astra Constable Llama. 9.95 

22 Browning Balguin made .. 11,95 

22 Browning U.S. made .. 12.95 

22 BcrettaTO’sInterchangeable70,101,76, .. 11.95 

22 ColtNeworOldmod.spc ... 11.95 

22 Cold ACC New or old. 18.95 

22 Colt Convenion Fits 9mm, 38,45, Gov. Mod...24.95 

22 Hi-Standar Sport King, Sharpshooter, B,HB,GB .. 11.95 

22 Hi-Siand, Viaor, Citation, Supermaiic, Trophy.. 11.95 

22 Hi-Slandar HB, “B”. "GB” . 13.95 

22 Hi-SiandarH-D,HA,D,A. HE.GE.GD .. 11,95 

22 Llama Fit. new mods. (14 Rds. 13.95) .....-Reg. size 11.95 

22 Llama older mod.‘‘Foreign made”... 9.95 

22 Mab mod. G.L.R. (Sterling mod. 302 8.95). 9.95 

22 Ruger new or old. specify model . 9.95 

22 Smith* Wesson mod. 41 (22 Stw mod 61 8.95) 11.95 

22 Star FN, FR, FRS, Walter PPTPPK/S.. 1L95 

25 Armi-Galesi mod. 9,8.95, Galesi latemod. .... 9.95 

25 Bauer, Browning, Buffalo, Bernardetli. 8.95 

25 Beretia deteire mod. 950, Beretta, mfg. 1941. 8.95 

25 CZ. Best Pocket, Draft, Guardian, .. 9.95 

25 Mab. 6.35 mod. A., Mars 6.35, Protector ...- 8.95 

25 Raven, F.I.E. mod. A27, Wilkinson ..8.95 

25 R.G. mod. 25. R.G. mod.42. Targa. 8.95 

25 TitanE27B.Sterling300 . 8.95 

25 Unique Mikros Colt Pre-war . 8.95 

25 Coll Jr. latemod. (15 Rds. 12 95)...Reg.slze 9.95 

32 Astra Constable, Astra pre-war 1916. 8.95 

32 Beretta made 1934 to38. Beretta mod. 100 .. 9.95 

32 Browning pre-war 7 or 8 rounds. Specify ... 10.95 

32 Colt, Ceska, Bermardelli, Remington . 9.95 

32 Mausey HSc, Mauscy A-G 7 rds. 10.95 

32 Llama fits all new modes . 10.95 

32 Savage 15 Rds, 18-95 .. .Reg. size 12.95 

32 Ortgics, Star old military 7.65...,....,. 9.95 

32 Walthe 7.65 PPK (15 rds. 16.50) .Reg. size 10.95 

32 Walther PPK/S (15 Rds. 16.50).. Reg. size 10.95 

32 Unique 7.65 coun 9 coups,‘‘HK-4” .. 10.95 

380 AslraConstabIe(15 Rds, 16.50)...Reg. size 9.95 

380 Beretta 1934to 1938 . 9.95 

380 Beretta 70’s (15 rounds 16.50)...Reg, size 10.95 

380 Other Bereltas soon in production.... Soon 

380 Brownin mfg. 1971, Bernardelli any mod. .. 10.95 

380 Back-up 9mm Kurz (Astra 3000 10.95) 8.95 

380 Llama fit all new (Nod. 15 Rds.. 16,50)-.... Reg. size 9,95 

380 Mab. mod, D. Mauser HSc, Ortgies, Remington.. 10.95 

380 Star FI Fist mod. (15 Rds. 16.50) ............. Reg. size 9.95 

380 Star FI Snd. Mod. (15 Rds. 16.00) .Reg. size 9.95 

380 Savagc(15 Rds. 18.95)(turkyy MKE 10.90) .... Reg. size 14.95 

380 Sterling mod. 400 (15 Rds. 16.50).........-Reg. size 9.95 

380 Walther PP & PPK/s (15 Rds. 16.50) .Reg- size 10.95 

380 Walther PPK (15 Rds. 16.50). Reg. size 10.95 

9mm Astra400mfg. 1921, (9mmColt 12.95) .... 12.95 

9mm Browning H.P, (25 Rds. 27.50) ....... Reg. size 18.95 

9mm Beretta mod, 951 (14 Rds. 18.95).. Reg, size 12.95 

9mm German P-08 (10 Rds. 14.95).Reg. size 13.95 

9m(h Lahti 17.95, 9mm. Llama fits all new mod. 12.95 

9mm Mab PA-15 (25 Rds. 27.50)... Reg. size 18.95 

9mm Smith* Wesson mod. 39 (14 Rds. 17.95) . Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Smith & Wesson mod. 59(25 Rds. 27.50) -Reg. size 18.95 

9mm Star model'‘A”, star mod. B, star B.S..Reg, size 12.95 

9mm Starlight BKM&MKS (14 Rds, 17.95) . Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Walther P-38 * P.38K (14 Rds. 17.95).Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Radom P-35 (14 Rds. 17.95) .... Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Mauser (10 Rds. 14.95).... Reg. size 13.95 

30 Tokarev Mauser 7.63 and 7.65 .. 14.95 

38 Colt National Match (Mid-Range) ... 17.95 

38 Coll Rimless smokeless 7 or 8 Rounds ..... 12,95 

38 Colt Supper fit all (20 Rds. 22.95) ... Reg. size 12.95 

38 Llama fils all new models. Star A-S. 12.95 

45 Colls fits all mod. 25 rds. 22.95, 

20 rds. 18.95,15 rds. 17.95 .Reg. size 12.95 

45 Detonics{15 Rds. 18.95)... Reg. size 12.95 

45 Llama fils all new mod. 25 yds. 22.95).Reg. size 12.95 

45 Star mod. P.S. 25 rds, 22.95 .Reg. size 12.95 

45 Star mod. (P.D. 15 rds. 17.95) ... Reg. size 12.95 


SPORTING RIFLES MAGAZINES 

22 AR-7 Explorer(15 rds. 18.95)...8 rds. . 

223 Ruger mini-14 (30 rds. 19.95, 20 rds. 14.95) 10 rds. 

30/06 Remington 742 (12 rds. 26.95) 8 rds. 22.95 
30/06 Remington 760 (12 rds. 27.95) .......4., 

308 Remington742, 8 Rounds.... 

303 British Enfield 10 Rds.. 

9mm Jel-Eirc Model M68 25 Rounds... 


4 rds. 
4 rds. 


8.95 
, 8.95 
, 9.95 
, 9.95 
. 24.95 
, 22.95 
, 27.50 


NO CHARGE FOR MAILING & HANDLING 

Please compute your own tax on your order. Orders will fill 
within 3 days in-plant with money order or certified check; 
allow 3 weeks with personal checks. 

For up-date production price list send $2.00 to cover our 
expenses (will ignore reejuests without cover charge. 


D&E MAGAZINES MFG. 

P.O, Box 4^79 "S" 

Downey, California #0(241 

fVies tr#r 


SIEEU ON ENIVES 

by Daviid Steele 


Send letters for this column to author at 
Soldier of Fortune, Box 693, Boulder, 
Colorado 80306, Include self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for personal reply, 

• I read your article in SOF (“Poke 
Da Pig Hawaiian Style,” May, 1978) 
about your trip to the islands. Some 
friends and I tried “poking da pig” once 
and personally I would rather have more 
distance from a pig. That’s why I carry a 
shotgun when I go hunting (like every five 
years or so). 

R.T., Honolulu, Hawaii 

Hunting wild boar with edged 
weapons has an ancient history, most of 
which is written in German, Two books 
are of special interest: Der Hirschfaenger 
by Gerhard Seifert, and Die Jaeger- 
pruefung: Ein Handbuch fuer Jaeger b)^ 
Dr. Richard Blase, D, V.M., the latter be¬ 
ing the 550-page volume one must study 
to get a hunting license in Germany, Since 
my twin brother, Donald, studied in Ger¬ 
many, I asked him to translate the rele¬ 
vant passages on the hunting knife, hun¬ 
ting sword, and boar spear. 

Documents and artwork as well as the 
weapons themselves go back at least to the 
15th century in Germany. In no other 
country is the information on this sport so 
complete. The classical German hunter 
used a spear with a crosspiece just behind 
the blade so the spear would not get stuck 
in the animal. He also carried a boar 
sword, a heavy duty version of the Hirsch¬ 
faenger (literally **stag bagger, ” a weapon 
for finishing off wounded deer). In addi¬ 
tion he might carry a Genickfaenger, an 
eight-inch bladed knife for cutting the 
boar's throat. 

There are several other weapons the 
German hunters used, but the spear and 
the sword were the most common. The 
sword became the most treasured and 
most decorated, with decadent specimens 
even being distributed by the Nazi regime 
to officials in its sporting organizations. 
As guns became more prevalent for hun¬ 
ting the sword became smaller and more 
ornamental. Using extant specimens for 
comparison purposes, my brother deter¬ 


mined that the blade length for 17th- 
century swords averaged 27.6-29.5 inches, 
18th-century swords averaged about 21.5 
inches, while by the 19th century the 
average length was down to 13.8 inches. 
Those made in the 20th century are even 
shorter, often unsharpened, and highly 
decorated. 

The typical Hirschfaenger had a stag 
handle, a mussel-shell-shaped guard, a 
spear-point blade, and a leather-covered 
sheath suspended by a frog. The blade 
was designed to pass by bones, pene¬ 
trating easily from the front or from 
behind the foreleg into the ”heart 
package. ” 

The boar spear is called a Saufeder. It is 
defined as lanceolate, double-edged 
blade with crossbar (Parierstange) on a 
two-meter-long oak shaft, ” It is cus¬ 
tomarily used for the dispatching of a 
boar (Schwarzwild), which has been taken 
down by dogs. It should penetrate behind 
the shoulder (Blatt) up to the crossbar in 
the body of the game. Puma sells the 
metal tip under the name ”Saufeder,** 
available from Puma- Werk, 565 Solingen, 
Postfach 100 406, Federal Republic of 
Germany, or from a shop in Hamburg 
called Emil Jeand'heur Nachf, 2000 Ham¬ 
burg 36, Jungfernstieg 38, F,R,G, 

Die Jaegerpruefung also gives detailed 
instructions for splitting the pelvis of a 
downed boar with strong hunting knife 
(Waidmesser or Waidblatt). In fact, the 
instructions are so detailed it is obvious 
the book was written by a veterinarian. As 
should be apparent, it is no easy task to 
pass the test for a hunting license in Ger¬ 
many. Needless to say, vandalism, poach¬ 
ing, disregard for bag limits, and 
disrespect for private property by hunters 
are practically unheard of there. 

\J • One of my students showed me the 
JaiP78 and the Mar ’78 issue of Soldier of 
Fortune, I found your column and your 
“Blackjacks and Billies” very interesting, 
particularly that portion which mentioned 
escrima and Kali. I gather that you had 
studied escrima (and kali). 

In your article you mentioned that there 
are few escrima schools outside Hawaii 
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and California. It might interest you to 
know that a Filipino is teaching escrima in 
London. There is a retired priest \vho 
teaches escrima in Seattle, Washington. 
There are other teachers in Detroit, Mich¬ 
igan, and in Oklahoma. 

In New York City there are two teach¬ 
ers of amis, myself and a good friend of 
mine. We preferred to call Philippine stick 
fighting and knife fighting amis de mano 
even before the establishment of the Na¬ 
tional Arnis Association of the Philip¬ 
pines, an organization sponsored by the 
government there. 

1 have provided the above background 
with the thought that perhaps it would 
give more meaning to what I am going to 
say: 1 cannot help but be impressed with 
your column and with the article that you 
wrote. Thank you for your attention and 
more power to your column. 

A.P.M., Elmhurst, N.Y. 


.A. • Thank you, guro. As I mentioned 
sometime back, we will keep returning to 
this question of where our readers can go 
to study these arts. The thing that I liked 
best in studying escrima was the open- 
mindedness of the instructors. Most have 
studied other arts, such as karate, aikido, 
Chinese kickboxing. Western boxing. 
Western fencing, and they seem to be able 
to learn from everything without becom¬ 
ing slaves to style or ancient traditions. 
Hopefully the National Arnis Association 
will not try to make escrima into a sport 
like judo or a stylized dance like Tai Chi 
Chuan. Escrima is the fastest way I know 
of to become proficient with a stick or 
knife. It is a warrior *s art, and in that 
regard it should not be diluted into an in¬ 
tramural sport or an exercise in spiritual 
navel-gazing. 

P.S. Speaking of adapting old martial 
arts to modern problems, Kuzan Oda 
(Box 2472, Estes Park, Colo.) has recently 
designed a fighting knife based on a 
thousand-year-old Japanese idea. The 
blade is adapted from the medieval armor¬ 
piercing tan to, while the handle is of the 
most modern tapered-tang design. The 
six-inch blade has a reinforced point with 
two long lightening cuts made behind it. 
The double guard and pins are brass. The 
scales are ivory micarta, shaped around a 
tapered full tang with red f iber liner. The 
belt sheath is friction fit with no retaining 
strap. The object of this exercise in 
knifemaking virtuosity is to produce a 
knife that is beautiful, very light, and that 
possesses a very strong, sharp point. 




MANTRACKING is the first book ever to teach you the ancient skill 
of tracking and signcutting. Famous frontiersmen of yesteryear 
dazzled the city slicker with this lost search tool, and now you can 
too! MANTRACKING carefully takes you through the unique Step- 
by-Step Method to trailing perfection and the greatest sense of 
satisfaction you’ve enjoyed in years. 120 pages, 36 illustrations, 
softbound. 

Order now and save $1.00 off the regular price of $8.95 
Ma/7fo. SEARCH & RESCUE MAGAZINE 

Box 153B, Montrose, CA 91020 

Send me_ 

copies of Man¬ 
tracking at the 
Special intro¬ 
ductory Price 
of $7.95 each. 


Name_^_ 

Street_^_ 

City_ 

State _ _Zip 


□ Check Enclosed 

□ Master Charge 

□ BankAmericard 

(Calif, residents add 
6% sales tax 


Card No.: 


Exp. Date: 


DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 


THE GREATEST LOST 
WILDERNESS THRILL 
IS NOW YOURS - 

MANTRACKING! 


SEPTEMBER/79 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 21 
























LEARN 

The New Pistolcraft 

At Jeff Cooper's 
API Training Center. 

The American Pistol Institute Is now accepting 
applications for training of police, military and 
civilian students (with proper credentials) at the 
new 170-acre training center. Basic course 
teaches you to shoot carefully and quickly; to hit 
single, multiple and moving targets; to move cor¬ 
rectly; to maintain continuity of action; to re¬ 
spond properly to the unexpected; and much 
more. Unique, proven teaching method quickly 
imparts the decisive skills of modern defensive 
pistolcraft. 

FOR 8-PAGE BROCHURE, SEND $1 to: 

The American Pistol Insitutute 
Box 401-x Paulden, AZ 86334 



TRI-FLON 

NEW SYNTHESIZED LUBRICANT WITH TEFLON 
If you read Chuck Taylor’s Trl-Flon test In the 
January Issue of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGA¬ 
ZINE, you know this Is the lubricant to use. Trl- 
Flon is a total gun maintenance tool; as a superior 
bore cleaner, lubricant and metal protector. Trl- 
Flon makes virtually all mechanisms work 
smoother, quieter and cleaner because of micron 
sized Teflon 'ball bearings’ that penetrate, clean, 
and lubricate. Excellent for edged weapons too. 
16 oz. aerosol can $5.95 
3.2 oz. aerosol can $2.95 
1 oz. liquid 

squeeze bottle $1.79 
VISA—Mastercharge 
Add $1.00 for 
Postage and Handling 
Money Back Guarantee 
P.O. Box 693, Dept, SF-7 
, Colo. 80306 


Boulder 




by Jeff Cooper Ken Hackathorn 


SOF's Combat Pistolcraft column wel¬ 
comes letters from our readers. If you 
have a good question or contribution, 
send it to Jeff Cooper, care of Soldier of 
Fortune, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. For a quick, personal reply, in¬ 
clude a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

• Will High Standard ever get the 
Crusader revolver off the ground? And if 
so, when? 

How come someone doesn’t talk Ruger 
into making the Security Six revolver into 
a larger frame configuration in .44 or .45 
caliber? I own one in .357 magnum and 
think it is better than comparable Smiths 
or Colts. 

I don*t know if High Standard is 
going to produce the ^Crusader. ** They 
don *t tell me things like that. 

Suggestion: Why don V you talk to Bill 
Ruger? You are very persuasive. 

• There was a super interesting, 
though not totally enlightening, article in 
the 61st issue of Rifle magazine on West 
German studies of wound ballistics and 
their theory of hemispherical shock. After 
reading this report I thought, well, now 
there is at least one argument for paired 
shots on combat target courses! 

If you’re jumped by three or more arm¬ 
ed antagonists, as is often suggested in 
popular IPSC tourneys, is it wise to ex¬ 
pend the time and ammo for an extra an¬ 
choring shot? 

J.K. 

Portland, Oregon 

The advisability of firing twice in 
any lethal confrontation is beyond ques¬ 
tion. There are possibilities in which the 
need for the engagement of a second an¬ 
tagonist might supersede the demand for 
two shots, but such circumstances would 
always be of a peculiar sort and would 
place the burden of proof upon the man 
who elected to fire once. 

No one in the world is good enough to 
be sure of his shot every time under 
pressure. This is demonstrated very clearly 
in our simulated combat situations in the 
Fun House. Even experts occasionally 
place only one hit and if the other one gets 
away then the power of the round has very 
little to do with results. 

The second shot in trained hands comes 


so quickly that there is really no time to 
observe the effect of the first strike. The 
rule remains: 'Normally two. The risk of 
a miss is up to you. 

9 9 The .45 Colt semi-auto is the only 
choice when personal defense is the 
issue. But what about the men who don’t 
feel comfortable with an auto? 

My five-inch Smith & Wesson M29 is 
like an extension of my fist. The magnum 
loads I use for hunting and long-range 
plinking. I do my limited combat shooting 
with midrange loads of SWC bullets. 

Can I become a competent combat shot 
using my revolver through attendance, say 
at Jeff Cooper’s Gunsite School? Will I be 
completely outclassed by semi-auto users? 
Everything in print lately is pro-auto! One 
wonders. 

I notice that in the combat matches, 
two shots are fired at each target. Why is 
this practical with the powerful one-shot 
capability of the .45 ACP cartridge? Is my 
combat load of l(X)0-feet-per-second with 
a 250-grain SWC sufficient for one-shot 
stops with body hits? 

W.E. 

Chicago, Illinois 

A 

A man who is, as you put it, "un¬ 
comfortable** with an auto can get very 
good service out of a heavy caliber DA 
revolver such as your M29. We have re¬ 
volver shooters continually here at Gun- 
site and they often do very well. The 
revolver is a little harder to use than the 
auto, but with work all sorts of obstacles 
can be overcome. 

The reason we teach two shots on a 
target is that one of them may miss. That 
may not apply to you, but it does to the 
rest of us. 

• Early this year, one of my fellow 
officers was participating in a narcotics 
arrest and was attacked by the suspect’s 
large Doberman. He was carrying a S&W 
Model No. 60 and failed to kill the dog 
with his first shot, which demonstrates to 
me the inadequate stopping ability of this 
round. 

As a result, I now always carry at least a 
.357 magnum weapon off duty. For on- 
duty use, we are issued S&W Model No. 
66 with a four-inch barrel. My personal 
choice is a S&W Model No. 65. For any 
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officer who must carry a .38 Special 
weapon, his choice of loads should be the 
Glaser safety slug. This round has very 
impressive stopping ability and no chances 
for ricochet. The cost is high, but well 
worth it. I carry these rounds in both .38 
Special and .357 magnum. 

C.L.B., Jr. 

Lecompton, Kansas 

Al • Thank you for your comments on 
your tactical experience with the ,38 
Special, 

I would not normally expect a ,38 
Special to stop a large angry dog unless 
the round were very well placed. You 
don *{ tell me where the animal was hit so I 
have no opinion. Stopping power is a 
peculiar thing, and isolated incidents can 
be very exceptional, (I have at present 
several examples of Glaser failures so I 
guess we can 7 put our complete faith in 
anything.) 

9 I’d like to check out a World War 
Il^lt .45, government issue, of the 1930s 
or 1940s. I’d like to know if it is legal to 
own this piece, or if it is listed as stolen. 
Perhaps you can give me the name and ad¬ 
dress of the proper agency where I can in¬ 
quire about its status, as I have its serial 
number. 

I want to buy it as a relic, but I want to 
be sure I legally can, as I have to register it 
with our local sheriff, by way of a permit. 

J.R. 

Houston, Missouri 

A 

xjL • My advice is not to check into the 
antecedents of the revolver you mention. 
This piece is perfectly legal in concept, 
and if you start looking up the files you 
may run into some bureaucrat or other 
who is not your friend. Go ahead and pur¬ 
chase it and be assured that its previous 
history is no legal concern of yours, 

• I’ve heard that when Smith & 
Wesson first introduced their stainless 
steel line they discovered the alloy they 
were using was so hard that it was creating 
a problem by wearing down their tooling 
at such a rate that they had to go to a 
“softer” alloy to cut down on expense. 

If this is so, it explains why Smith & 
Wesson’s stainless steel .357 magnum line 
(in particular the Model 66) starts shaking 
apart after extensive use, especially if 
“full-house” magnum loads are used ex¬ 
tensively. Having owned several Smith 
magnums, including a 61/2-inch Model 29, 
I realize that extensive use of magnums in 
any of them is not recommended; how¬ 
ever, owners of such stainless Smith mag¬ 
nums (in particular the Model 66) have 
told me that they seem to shake apart 
quicker than a standard Model 19 does. 

If this story and the personal accounts 
related to me are true, then I am concern¬ 
ed over Smith & Wesson’s new baby: a 
stainless steel Model 29. 

Continued on page 79 
SEPTEMBER/79 





Now Available - an advanced 
optics manual including 
everything from standard 
binoculars to the K-88 « 

recon. Scope, giant 
border patrol binoculars 
(battleship style), water- 
proof glasses, rubber-armored 
and the newest night scopes. All selected 
and reviewed by our staff of optical experts. We have 
years of military and spacecraft design experience to back¬ 
up our equipment sales and technical reviews. SEND $2.00 


R.M.S., INC. 

P.O. Box 4489, Boulder, Colorado 80306 


ANNOUNCING 

R.M.S. 

1979-1980 

CATALOGUE 




BE PREPARED, ORDER NOW —'The ail new Camouflage T-Shirt. Available in your choice 

of 2 styles: A. (BeigeAGreen/Brown) B. (Tri-Color Green) 


SEND $1.00 FOR BROCHURE OF ORIGINAL "FIREFIGHT' DESIGNS (FREE WITH PURCHASE) 



$ 6 - 95 .. 

plus 75^ postage 


DEALER 

INQUIRIES INVITED 


Send Check or Money Order To: 

FIREFIGHT 
UNLIMITED 

P.O.BOX 2820 HARRISBURG, PA. 17105 


ITEM 

SIZE 

OUAN 

XL 

L 

M 
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A 
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Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
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QUICK OR DEAD. By William L. Cas¬ 
sidy. 178 pages, illustrated. Paladin Enter¬ 
prises: P.O. Box 1307, Boulder, Colorado 
80306. $10.95. Review by Ken Hacka- 
thorn. 

Cassidy^s book should be required 
reading for those that consider themselves 
serious students of weaponcraft. Because 
the history of practical pistol shooting is 
not well-known to the bulk of the shoot¬ 
ing fraternity, Quick or Dead has filled a 
particular void. Although it is not the 
definitive answer that many might hope it 
to be, it is an important step towards 
overall coverage of defensive shooting 
with the one-hand gun. 

The evolution of defensive pistol shoot¬ 
ing skills is the result of survival in times 
when men could not put faith in mere 
chance. The American gun enthusiast 
tends to give credit to the gunfighter of 
the 1880s when discussing techniques of 
firing. Cassidy puts this idea in its proper 
perspective. His detailed account of the 
change in social attitudes that gave rise to 
formal target shooting is well taken and 
can be applied to some degree even today. 
The book’s most detailed study gives the 
historical facts about the shooting disci¬ 
pline developed and taught by William 
Ewart Fairbairn. This recognition of Fair- 
bairn and his work is long over-due. The 
circumstances that caused Fairbairn to 
develop his radical training methods in the 
early 1920s provide interesting reading. 
Cassidy is to be commended on his 
research of Fairbairn and his dedication to 
the subject matter. 

The author’s insight to the changes of 
theory and practice between the World 
Wars gives the reader a broad picture of 
the role of defensive pistol shooting in 
peacetime. It is indeed proper that Rex 
Applegate have his role in the develop¬ 
ment of defensive pistolcraft told. Ap¬ 
plegate took Fairbairn’s teachings and im¬ 
plemented them with his own research to 
set up the most advanced school of pistol- 
craft ever developed at that point in time. 
The excellent files and documents that 
were made available to Cassidy by Apple- 
gate for use in this book must surely be an 
interesting study in themselves. Quick or 
Dead also traces the early stages of the 
British SOE and later American OSS, 
showing how they provided an ideal plat¬ 
form for teaching defensive pistol techni¬ 
ques. 

In Chapter Four, Cassidy discusses the 
postwar approach to pistolcraft. While his 


recording of this period is accurate, he 

barely mentions the rise of the police prac- 
ticai pistol course (PPC). Since the early 
’50s, it has become the medium of pistol 
training in law enforcement circles. Be¬ 
cause of its dominance during the past 25 
years, it is a shame that Cassidy failed to 
dwell more on its origin and application. 
Whether or not Cassidy agrees with the 
PPC approach to pistol training, his skip¬ 
ping over it so briefly is a mistake in an 
historical treatise of this nature. 

Once he reaches the 1970s, William 
Cassidy falls flat on his face. It is indeed 
sad that he stopped his detailed research 
after Applegate and failed to bring the 
state of the art up to date. He is less than 
accurate with the details of the “New 
Technique’’ as it is now known and Jeff 
Cooper’s continued development of de¬ 
fensive pistol shooting from where the 
others, left off: Cassidy seems satisfied 
that one-hand point shooting from a 
crouch is the only way to go. His failure to 
research the facts about the “Cooper 
School of Thought’’ leaves one in the 
d^k about the development of pistolcraft 
in modern times. 

The author allows one to conclude that 
Jeff Cooper has taken already proven, 
established techniques and claimed them 
as his own. In fact. Cooper points out 
rather strongly in his classes that he mere¬ 
ly took techniques that others had de¬ 
veloped and combined the ones that work 
best. The result is easy to measure if one 
wants to meet the challenge. 

While the reader of Quick or Dead is 
reminded of what is “quick” or instinc¬ 
tive, only hits count in real encounters. 
You must hit and hit hard in a well-placed 
mark to stop your opponent. How you go 
about it is of little importance. Success is 
the goal. 

To neglect the idea that future develop¬ 
ments in shooting styles or techniques as 
not relative is a shortcoming that few can 
afford. William Cassidy can be congrat¬ 
ulated on giving us a look at the evolution 
of fighting skills with the handgun. To 
decide that the “New Technique” is 
worthless for anything but games is 
testimony to a lack of subject insight. In 
How-to-Shoot (Chapter One, Shooting), 
Cassidy points out that the student should 
not use the Weaver stance since it is only 
suitable for slow-fire or competition 
shooting, a statement which makes it clear 
that he knows little of the subject matter 
involving the current state of the art, and 


which leads to my conclusion that Cassidy 
has only minor experience in pistolcraft. 

Quick, well-placed shots are keys to 
success in a fighting role. One-hand point 
shooting rarely gives precise shot place¬ 
ment, and only well-placed hits can be 
counted on to put your opponent put of 
action, It is also important to note that the 
gunman’s crouch has not been proven to 
be the answer that it was once thought to 
be. Man responds directly to his training. 
The system designed by Fairbairn and 
later enlarged by Applegate worked ex¬ 
tremely well. With the levels of training 
available to the police and military of their 
period, the results were gratifying. For¬ 
tunately, modern advances have given the 
student of pistolcraft a much higher level 
of success. Overall, the final chapter of 
Quick or Dead has yet to be written. 


LEGIONNAIRE; My Five Years in the 
French Foreign Legion. By Simon Mur¬ 
ray. 314 pp. New York: Times Books. 
1978. $9.95. Review by William Brooks. 

At last we have a book "'about the 
modern French Foreign Legion written by 
a real English legionnaire who actually 
served his entire five-year hitch, although 
be never mentions his Legion nom de 
guerre. Simon Murray pulls no punches; 
he describes the Legion exactly as he saw 
it; not as treacherous cut-throats and 
thieves, nor as the spit-and-polish troupes 
d'elite, but as a far more uniquely com¬ 
plex organization lying somewhere be¬ 
tween the two. 

Readers can follow this modern-day 
Beau Geste into a world as remote from 
contemporary American life as living on 
the dark side of the moon. Legionnaire is 
written in diary form and recorded as the 
author witnessed the events. The enlist¬ 
ment in Paris, the wait in Marseilles, the 
trip to Algeria, basic training, pre- 
parachute instruction, jump school and 
assignment to the elite 2eme REP {Regi- 
merit Etrangere de ParachutistesJ The 
frightful account of the war against the 
fellahin of the FLN (National Liberation 
Front). The countless marches across the 
Algerian mountains, the relief and excite¬ 
ment of combat, the hardships, death, 
and solitude of an often senseless exist¬ 
ence. Brutal discipline, filthy living condi¬ 
tions, meaningless destruction, blind 
drunkenness, as well as pride, courage 
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and self-sacrifice, hallmark this true-life 
adventure. 

Much has been written about the Le¬ 
gion but never as evenhandedly and de¬ 
scriptively as in Legionnaire. Very little 
has reached the public concerning the 
modern Foreign Legion; most of the old 
Legion books are fiction, or worse yet, 
written by deserters. 

Simon Murray has gathered together 
his story with scholarship and humor. His 
many descriptions bring back memories 
for anyone who has heard like experiences 
and nothing but respect from those that 
have not: 

‘‘Coldness is enemy number one — 
hunger and heat are tolerable but cold 
kills morale. The misery of crawling into a 
sieeping-bag which is wet and sodden in 
total blackness on top of a mountain with 
the rain pissing down and the wind howl¬ 
ing and people in great galumphing mud- 
choked boots wandering around tripping 
over each other, with boxes and poles and 
equipment lying everywhere in total 
chaos, is [misery] without parallel. And 
when on top of that somebody tells you 
that you are on guard duty From 0300 un¬ 
til 0400, well then you throw.” 

The Legion wins the battles in the 
mountains and the maquis, but the battles 
on the battlefield are not the ones that 
count: the betrayal by General DeGaulle, 
forever condemned by the Legion, the 
abortion of the Generals Putsch and the 
last hope of keeping Algeria French, the 
rumors of certain disbandment, the deser¬ 
tions to the O.A.S. (Organisation de 
I'armee secrete) and the search for a 
raison d'etre, are all vividly recorded. 

Peace! The Legion is suffocating! No 
purpose! Murray hangs on — Corporal’s 
school; more Legion discipline, more con¬ 
flicts, courage, humor and a triumph of 
the spirit, the same spirit which has 
brought the Legion through its crisis and 
back into its own. 

Legionnaire is well written and vibrant¬ 
ly characterized, and Murray’s accounts 
are often spiced with English dry wit and a 
haunting sense of helplessness. 

As a former legionnaire, I found this 
book brought back many vivid memories. 
Any of you, who have ever let the thought 
of being a modern day Beau Geste cross 
the path of your dreams, must read this 
book. 


BLUE STEEL & GUNLEATHER. By 
John Bianchi. Published by Beinfeld 
publishing, Inc,, North Hollywood, 
California; printed by Taylor Publishing 
Co., Dallas, Texas, 1978. $9.95. 213 
pages. Foreward by Colonel Charles 
Askins. Glossary and Bibliography. Pro¬ 
fusely illustrated. Review by Eugene Bar¬ 
ron. 


This is a uniformly excellent book 
covering the subject of holsters and gun- 
belts in meticulous detail, certainly the 
best recent book on the subject this 
reviewer has read. However, there are 
several omissions in the area of other de¬ 
signers of “fighting leather” and a 
generally self-congratulatory tone to the 
publication that some readers will find 
detracts from its overall worth. 

For example, there is no mention of 
Chick Gaylord. Gaylord was one of the 
pioneers of modern holster design more 
than 20 years ago in New York City. His 
book on the subject (Handgunners Guide, 
Hastings, 1960) was an excellent reflection 
of the state of the art at that time. This 
reviewer possessed several Gaylord 
holsters, which could well have been 
mistaken for current designs of the 
Bianchi-Safariland genre, 

Bianchi starts his book with an explana¬ 
tion of the nearly 150-year background of 
the belt holster. He emphasizes the impact 
made on practical designs as the result of 
Hollywood westerns and gives a long- 
overdue debunking to current gun- 
slinging myths. He analyzes modern com¬ 
bat rigs and touches in passiiig on the fine 
designs by Berns-Martin (inventors of the 
front-break holster), of which the 
reviewer has owned two, and the in¬ 
famous “clamshell” of the early 1960s. 

Bianchi’s evaluation of modern work¬ 
ing scabbards includes the influence of the 
Threeperson’s design and its evolution by 
Sam Myers into the popular FBI right-hip 
draw. Kudos are also properly passed out 
to Colonel Charles Askins and Bill Iordan 
of Border Patrol fame for their influence 
on military and police rigs. 

The book’s best sections deal with the 
current state of the art in various usage 
categories: military and police, conceal¬ 
ment (hip and shoulder, as well as the 
much less-used leg arid ankle), combat 
and competition (with appropriate refer¬ 
ences to Jeff Cooper), and sportsmen. In¬ 
cluded are discussions of Bianchi’s Law 
(concentration on one-gun and one- 
holster type), rake angle (Bianchi is at 
variance with Jordan on speed differen¬ 
tials), and the importance of adequate 
width and strength of gunbelts. Informa¬ 
tion and evaluations are objective and 
valuable, and the superior illustrations 
with detailed captions alone are worth the 
cost of the book. 

Other sections include quick-draw, pis¬ 
tol-handling safety (including pistol 
mutilations), and an excellent chapter on 
wear and care of leather. Of equal value is 
an appendix on the construction of hol¬ 
sters, together with glossaries of holster 
and leather terminology and a biblio¬ 
graphy. 

A second notable omission in the book 
is reference to Seventrees holster designs, 
of which the reviewer has also owned two. 
These superb concealment rigs, made of 
molded thin-shell horsehide for inside 


right-hip waistband carry, complete with 
belt-snaps, bear a striking resemblance to 
Bianchi’s “design of the future”; they 
have been made for New York City detec¬ 
tives for about 10 years. 

For those wanting a “state-of-the-art” 
publication on store-available top quality 
holsters, together with excellent advice 
relating to all aspects of carrying hand¬ 
guns, Blue Steel & Gunleather is the 
definitive publication. It probably would 
be expecting too much to ask a man of 
Bianchi’s substantial accomplishments to 
be more modest his first time in print. 
Those particularly interested in military, 
police, concealment, or combat competi¬ 
tion gunleather can do no better at present 
than this publication. 





The NEW Incomparable 

SKIIM-ldC€ 

A unique leg-sheathed knife with a 
Velcro closure system for utmost 
conceaiability. The ounce suede 
leg wrap is so comfortable you’ll for¬ 
get it is there. The polished blade, 
hollow-ground knife is superbly 
hand-crafted of heat treated 440-C 
steel. Knife unit is 5" long, Me" thick 
and weighs less than 2 ounces. A 
functional tool for outdoorsmen, or 
as a weapon for personal defense & 
evasive tactics—easily removed for 
instant use! The SKIN-DOO comes 
with an extra suede sheath with 
Velcro closure adaptable to boots, 
pocketbooks, or anywhere! 

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

Complete with 
two sheaths: 






PHONE 404-943-9336 (24 hour service) 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS LTD. 

P.O. Box 108-L 

Powder Springs, Georgia 30073 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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OlLENT SENTRY 
Anite Company, P,0. Box 375, Dept. 
SOF, Pinole, CA 94564, (415) 758-0640 
(toll free (800) 824-5136 Operator 83), 
manufactures NightWatch, an electronic 
intrusion detection system. NightWatch 
comes with several thousand feet of 
special thread-like trip-wire. The user 
stakes out the perimeter with this trip-wire 


and attaches the wire to the terminals on 
the box. Two perimeters can be monitored 
at once and can be tested separately. Each 
circuit signals visually and audibly. Anite 
claims NightWatch is built ruggedly and 
Uses standard battery. NightWatch sells 
for $44 postpaid and is fully guaranteed 
for six months. Anite claims NightWatch 
is now in use by two foreign military 
forces. 


&EPTEUER/7B 


. 1 ; . 


ORLD’S MOST 


POWERFUL HANDGUN? 


J <Sc G Sales, Inc,, Dept. SOF, 442 Miller 
Valley .Road, Prescott, AZ 86301, (602) 
445-9650, markets ordnance specialist Lee 
Jurras* latest effort at the ultimate hunt¬ 
ing handgun: the Howdah. Offered in five 
unique chamberings, the Howdah ranges 
from .375 to .500 caliber. 


The Howdah incorporates a specially 
heat-treated Thompson/Center action 
with individually fitted barrels il inches 
long. These barrels are turned from 
match-grade blanks and taper to .810 
inches at the muzzle. Stocks are select 
walnut, designed by Jurras. All models 
are finished in satin nickel and weigh an 
average of 55 ounces. The custom wea¬ 
pons sell for $700 pliis. 
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Electronic sight 

Aimpoint, a Swedish dot-sight, is 
distributed by M & N Distributers, Dept, 
SOF, 3040 West Lomita Blvd., Torrance, 
CA 90505, (213) 530-9000. The battery- 
powered, non-magnifying sight superim¬ 
poses a red dot over the target. Unlike a 
telescopic sight, there are no cross-hairs 
nor any reticle, for that matter. Brightness 
of the dot is adjustable and, according to 
the manufacturer^ is (subjectively) about 
three inches in diameter at 100 yards. 
Unlike a laser, the dot does not appear on 
the target. 

The light source, a light-emitting diode, 
has a working life of more than 500,000 
hours, according to the manufacturer. 
Polarizing filters can be added easily, 
Aimpoint weighs about 11 ounces and 
retails for $149.95. 


N EW S&W .45 WHEELGUN 
Smith & Wesson, P.O. Box 2208, Dept. 
SOF, Springfield, MA 01101, announces 
their new Model 25-5. This .45 Colt (often 
called .45 Long Colt) will be available 
after July 1979. The new Model 25-5 has a 
longer cylinder than the venerable Model 
25 chambered for .45 ACP and will be of¬ 
fered in 4-inch, 6-inch, and 8-3/8-inch 
barrel lengths. Finished in bright blue, the 
25-5 will retail for $354.50; in nickel 
finish, it will retail for $366. 






















Ugandan prisoner guarded by AK and SKS-wlelding Tanzanians. After questioning, he was ex¬ 
ecuted. 


Salim Onwu, Tanzanian commander of 
Entebbe Region, explained, with a huge 
smile, “The Libyans had no chance at all. 
There were roughly 150 Libyans in the 
convoy. We killed 79 of them in the strike. 
There were 79 bodies in the final count. 

“The rest, many of them wounded, 
disappeared irito the Ugandan jungle. But 
we will get them too.” 

The incident occurred shortly before 
the combined Tanzanian and Ugandan 
mechanized force entered Kampala. A Li¬ 
byan contingent, trapped in the Ugandan 
capital, decided to move southward to¬ 
ward Entebbe, where, hopefully, they 
would be airlifted home. Already some of 
the 3,000 Libyans who had supported Idi 
Amines government had been flown out 
of Jinja to the east. 

Major Onwu continued: “We knew 
they would try to break. One of the men 
we captured earlier had told us that much. 
So we waited along one of the two hills 
that dot the road. Our men lay on both 
sides of the route.” 

He told me: “Within an hour we could 
hear a convoy approach. I gave the order 
and then my men prepared themselves.” 

The convoy consisted of several large 
buses accompanied by Soviet-built ar¬ 
mored personnel carriers with heavy 
machine guns mounted on turrets. Troop 
carriers and jeeps were interspersed. The 
entire column was preceded by a jeep and 
an APC, traveling about two kilometers 
ahead of the main group. 


Major Onwu again: “We knew the 
trick. The recce group was checking the 
road ahead before the rest of the group ar¬ 
rived. So we let it through. Sure enough, 
the main group arrived soon after.” 

Several other Tanzanian soldiers cor¬ 
roborated the story. Sergeant Kibaki of 
the Tanzanian Seven Battalion said the 
entire action could not have lasted three 
minutes. 

In broken English laced with Swahili, 
he explained that his men first pummeled 
the area with RPG-7 rockets and then fol¬ 
lowed up by raking anything that moved 
with machine-gun fire. He was surprised 
that so many of the “hated Libyans” were 
still able to escape into the bush. 

This incident is one of many which have 
come out of Uganda’s war. Altogether it 
is reckoned that about 600 Libyans have 
died, maybe more. Another 40 are being 
held as prisoners of war. Their liberty will 
be bought by the Libyan head of state. 
Colonel Gadaffi, at a price not yet agreed 
at this writing, but which could range as 
high as $1 million apiece. 

As Major Onwu explained, “Someone 
has to pay for this war, and it might as 
well be Gadaffi.” 

The war has been expensive. A Kam¬ 
pala estimate has quoted a figure of about 
$1 million a day for Tanzania to keep her 
men active in the field in Uganda, a crip¬ 
pling sum for so poor a country. 

Meanwhile, united Tanzanian and 
Ugandan forces continued their north- 



Tanzanian troops on road from Kampala to Jinja. 




SOF Staffer On the 

by Al J. 



Several troops loyal to Idi Amin died when Tanzanian 
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Weapon is Russian ZPU-4,14.5min anti aircraft gun. 





Spot in Uganda 

(Venter 

I 



soidiers fired up truck on road from Tororo to Busia. 


Ugandans view body of Libyan soidier kiiied by Tanzanian troops. Libyans gave sorry account 
of themselves in fighting. 


ward thrust; all 25,000 of them, of whom 
only 5,000 are part of the Free Uganda 
Movement (FUM) which has its roots in¬ 
side the country. Wherever they go, there 
is evidence of harsh brutality meted out by 
the retreating might of Idi Amin Dada. In 
Seroti, a small town in the north, toward 
Gulu, Amin’s soldiers massacred nearly 
50 local inhabitants who tried to flee 
southward to safety. We came on their 
bodies days later. They had been eaten by 
dogs abandoned by their owners because 
of the vagaries of war. 

In Kampala itself, adequate evidence 
survives of grim retribution handed out by 
fleeing Amin soldiers. In several areas I 
drove through, the stench of decaying 
flesh obliterated all else. In the State 
Research Center, dreaded headquarters of 
Amin’s secret police, the smell of death 
remains. Several locals have suggested 
that the building with its cells and 
underground torture chambers be dyna¬ 
mited and leveled. 

One Ugandan maintained: ‘The injus¬ 
tices of all of black Africa are encompass¬ 
ed by those walls.” 

I visited the place twice. Both times I 
almost threw up. In 20 years of covering 
the African military beat, I have seen 
nothing like it. Not even in Biafra. 

Yet even in Kampala, there is much 
evidence of the continuing struggle. Shots 
fired at night are so commonplace that no 
one at the Kampala International Hotel 
even lifts his head when a salvo of 
automatic fire rips through the darkness 


less than a kilometer away. Occasionally, 
we saw evidence of old scores being set¬ 
tled: civilians being frogmarched to the 
nearest army camp, identified by former 
victims as members of the State Research 
Center. Two civilians were hauled out of 
the hotel and shot while I was there. They 
were fingered as members of the former 
Amin regime. I found a body spread- 
eagled on the sidewalk barely a minute’s 
walk from the hotel. The man had been 
stabbed in the ear. It looked like a profes¬ 
sional job for there was very little blood 
spilt and all identification had been 
removed. 

No one really asks questions. Whatever 
happens in Kampala these days is just 
another price people are paying for the 
war. 

Cash is also a problem in a country that 
has been thoroughly looted twice — once 
by Amin’s departing troops and shortly 
thereafter by the invading Tanzanian 
force. I was asked for $5 U.S. for every 
beer I ordered. At one stage, journalists 
were paying $50 U.S. for a gallon of gas 
and 15 times that figure ($750 U.S.) for a 
day’s car hire. Cigarettes, when they’re 
available, cost $3 or $4 a packet, depen¬ 
ding on whether they have been looted or 
not. 

One of the hallmarks of every center we 
passed through as we made our way from 
Kampala northward were the number of 
blown safes that littered the roads. There 
are dozens in Kampala alone, almost 

Continued on page 80 
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IS THE U.S. EHBAIUIASSED BY 

DEHOCRACY? 

Guest Editorial by George F. Will 


Immediately after the election in Rhodesia, An- 
drew Young said on television that the elections were 
‘‘stolen” before they occurred, “when the Constitution 
was drawn up.” Young, the U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations, said this in the presence of Bayard 
Rustin, a black civil rights leader who had been in 
Rhodesia to observe the elections. 

Rustin saw in Young^s remark the implication (which 
is the position of the terrorist “Patriotic Front”) that 
the black leaders who participated in the election are, at 
best. Uncle Toms, or, at worst, collaborators. Rustin 
pounced on Young, denouncing the “supreme arro¬ 
gance” of assuming that the black leaders, “many of 
whom have served up to 10 to 12 years in prison,” can¬ 
not be trusted to judge their people’s interests. 

It is true that the constitutional formula for allocating 
power today gives whites disproportionate advantages. 
But the formula is explicitly transitional. And corn- 
plaints about deviations from “one man, one vote” 
should not issue from the United States where, under 
permanent constitutional provisions, 14 states with 4.7 
percent of today’s population have 28 percent of the 
Senate seats. Rhodesia has done what the American 
Founding Fathers did when they resolved the dispute 
between the big and little states at the Constitutional 
Convention in 1787. That is, Rhodesia has accommo¬ 
dated constitutional arrangements to powerful interests. 

And the United States should not be sniffy about na¬ 
tions that expand democracy step-by-step through con¬ 
stitutional evolution. In 1790, suffrage in America was, 
primarily, the right of wealthy white males; and not un¬ 
til 1964 did all blacks have an effective right to vote. 

^l^HERE was pressure on all Rhodesians to participate 
in the elections. But the terrorists used bombings and 
killings to discourage voting, which they called a “war 
crime.” About 60 percent of the eligible electorate voted 
anyway. (In 1978, in Andrew Young’s Georgia, the fig¬ 
ure was 18.6 percent). 

Rustin was struck by the “fantastic enthusiasm” of 
the voters. As for one loser’s charge of election ir¬ 
regularities (a charge made the day the votes were 
counted, after five days of voting), Rustin says: 

“I’ll give you the timing. At 11 o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing he said the elections were perfectly fair. At 2 o’clock 
in the afternoon it appeared that he had lost. At 4 
o’clock he called a press conference to denounce it.” 


In 1978, Congress stipulated that, in order to decide 
whether to lift sanctions against Rhodesia, the president 
must decide whether a government has been chosen by 
free elections. So, having eschewed the “arrogance of 
power” that (allegedly) made the United States the 
“policeman of the world,” the United States seems 
prepared to become the “pollwatcher of the world.” 
But in Rhodesia the administration refused to watch. 

It refused to send observers, and, as the Washington 
5far says, it seems to regard as an “embarrassment” the 
modest victory for democracy in Rhodesia. This is not 
only because the administration understimated the 
potential for a peaceful transfer of power to the black 
majority. It also is because evidence of that potential is, 
the iS/ar says, “inconvenient.” 

The administration seems to regard as moral equals 
the black leaders within Rhodesia who have helped to 
plant the seedling of majority rule, and the terrorists 
based outside Rhodesia who vow to uproot it. That, at 
any rate, is the logic of Young’s position, and the 
Secretary of State either cannot or will not control his 
propagandizing subordinate. 

T^HE “Front Line” African countries attacking 
Rhodesia’s internal settlement are not famous for civil 
liberties. Regarding those and other critics of the settle¬ 
ment, The Washington Post says, there is something 
“unattractive in this spectacle of people playing at con¬ 
cern for free elections. And this is especially true when it 
is inconceivable that the United States would expect the 
Patriotic Front, if it won the war, to hold elections of 
any kind. By any intentional standard of democratic 
practice you care to invoke, the Rhodesians did pretty 
well.” 

The grand fact is that Rhodesia now has an elected 
black prime minister. But critics like Young judge every 
Rhodesian development by the standard of whether it 
will “end the war.” That standard eventually will dic¬ 
tate surrender to those who will settle for nothing less 
than surrender. There are people in Washington who 
favor essentially that, lest the Russians send in the 
Cubans, thereby souring “detente.” 

But there is an alternative to pre-emptive surrender as 
a way of ending a war: Win it. 

© 1979, The Washington Post Co. Reprinted with permission. 
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SHOOTING FOR FUFF 

by Robert Sundance 


While at the National Rifle and Pistol 
Championships last year at Camp Perry, 
Ohio, it was hard not to notice the doz¬ 
ens of Army personnel, Marines, Na¬ 
tional Guardsmen, Navy personnel and 
Reservists present. They were every¬ 
where in great numbers. How do they 
get to these matches? What are the odds 
of getting on a military shooting team? 
Just what is it all worth? 

Having served as both a coach and 
shooter on an Army team years ago, I 
can tell you it’s fantastic. Once you are 
on a team of any kind, you are usually 
supplied with National Match weapons, 
scopes, mats, shooting jackets, gloves, 
shooting stools and, of course, National 
Match ammo. The ability to consistently 
bang into an X-Ring at 600 yards will 
prepare any shooter for that prized 
trophy animal or first-round hit on a 
battlefield. And, of course, the ability to 
impress friends by blasting a beer can 
away at 200 yards offhand with iron 
sights is a big kick. 

Since SOF obviously supports the mil¬ 
itary, we want to motivate more of you 
“watchers” to look into the Reserve and 
National Guard shooting programs and 
to get in on the action. Naturally you 
must join up to qualify for team tryouts. 
Most of the services have special 
“try-out” programs; however, the one- 
year “Try One Program” the N.G, has 
is excellent. 

To quote the N.G. marksmanship 
brochure, “The Guard is willing to foot 
the bill for its members for three import¬ 
ant reasons ... to develop instructor po¬ 
tential, to promote general interest in 
marksmanship and to raise the prestige 
of the Guard through excellence in com¬ 
petition.” Believe me, the last reason 
means business. At most matches, the 
various guard and reserve teams are 
more than a match for the regulars — 
right up through the national champion¬ 
ships. The competition is fierce. Each 
unit or command has various patches 
and levels of support — check this out 
with your recruiter. 

The level of support given to these 
teams by their states and National 
Guard H.Q. extends from .22 pistol and 
rifle through .45 competition up to Na¬ 
tional Match high-power-rifle matches. 
An individual who shows interest could 
expect to fire rifle and pistol in practice 
and in NRA matches year round. In ad¬ 
dition to these conventional weapons, 
there are various M-16, M-60, and com¬ 
bat .45 matches one can compete in. 



MUZZLE-LOADER 
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square dance sat.nite 
with Dennis Stiefvater 


prizes for best 

all proceeds go to the Colo National Guard 
Junior marksmanship program 
marksmanship officer camp george west 



ABOVE: Two female members of Marine team 
on the line. 


Guard and Reserve shooting programs extend 
into many areas such as this fund raiser for the 
junior program. 


BELOW: Members of All Guard team keep 
score for Army, shooters on the line. Note com¬ 
petitive spirit! 



As a competitor, you can expect to ad¬ 
vance as far as your ability allows. 
Guardsmen fire in local high-power 
matches, state and regional matches, 
special command matches, FORSCOM 
matches, All-Guard championships, All- 
Army matches, all-service matches and 
the Nationals. 

Where else can you get all this mater¬ 
ial support and expert gunsmithing, im¬ 
prove on a vital skill, have fun with 
fellow shooters, and best of all, be paid 
your military pay? That’s right, you get 
paid to fire in matches. After all, you are 
wearing the unifonn on a weekend. 


The Guard and Reserve are required 
to have 50 percent new shooters on a 
team each year. That means you are 
more than welcome, but will compete to 
hold that position next year — but that’s 
what it is all about — competition. 

As 1 said earlier, we support the 
military and especially the Guard and 
Reserve programs. We encourage you, 
our readers, to check out these great 
shooting programs. Don’t miss out on a 
hell of a deal and the opportunity to 
serve your country. 
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FROM LEFT, MILITARY AFFAIRS EDITOR ALEX MCCOLL, 
MIKE EDWARDS, PIJDLISIIER BROWN, AND MILITARY 
AFFAIRS EDITOR JOHN EARLY DISEIJSSINIi OLD 


BATTLES AT CONFEDERATE AIR FORCE HQ. 





IGHTER pilot Mike Edwards turned 


AIR COMBAT 
THE REVOLUTION 


OF 1050 


by N.E. MacDougald 


to the beautiful woman on his couch and 
poured her another drink, anticipating the 
rest of the evening. On leave from the 
Hungarian Air Force, Edwards and his 
date had just come from attending Car¬ 
men, dining, dancing, and were now 
listening to music in his apartment. Young 
Edwards had met his date the previous 
winter, ice-skating in Budapest. This 
evening he was looking forward to the 
main event. But it was Tuesday, 23 Oc¬ 
tober 1956, and fate had other plans for 
hini. 

At 4 a.m., Edwards’ aunt phoned to in¬ 
form him that all military men had been 
activated. So much for his big evening. ‘T 
lived near the Budapest version of Red 
Square. We went to the windows and saw 
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ABOUT MIKE EDWARDS history. After becoming an American 
Born in Budapest in 1937, Mike Ed- citizen, Edwards attended the University 

wards (a pseudonym) grew up in Lake of Michigan. Married, with three boys, 

Balaton, about 130 kilometers from his he lives in the Northwest where he works 

birthplace. Coming from a family of for an aircraft manufacturer and also 

aviators, young Edwards attended the runs a hobby shop specializing in mil- 

University of Budapest, studying itaria. Edwards is a colonel in the Con- 

aeronautical engineering and military federate Air Force. — N.E.M. 


after about a week of fighting. By that 
tinie, a large percentage of Russian troops 
had departed via the northeast town of 
Debrecen.” 

Edwards explained the situation in 
Hungary was not cut and dry because 
many Russian troopers had lived in Hun¬ 
gary since the communist takeover in Au¬ 
gust of 1947. Thus their loyalties were 
mixed. 

“Nagy’s provisional government had 
been negotiating with the Russians 
throughout the first few days of the 
revolution.” On 4 November [1956], a 
meeting bety/een Hungarian and Russian 
general staffs to establish details of the 
final [Russian] pullout was planned, but 
true to form, the communists went back 
on their word and captured the Hungar¬ 
ian general staff and the entire provisional 
government. 

“Word of this got out and we pilots 
were instructed by radio to try to stop the 
new Russian troops arriving from south¬ 
east Hungary, near Rumania.” 

“As we returned to base, my 
engine was overheating.... I 
didn’t know my plane was 
hit.’’ 

Edwards jumped in his Czech-built 
Messerschmidt Avia S-199 fighter and, 
with three other pilots, obliterated half of 
a 35- to 40-vehicle column of Russian ar¬ 
mored cars and trucks. 

“As we returned to base, my engine was 
overheating and 1 was losing oil pressure 
fast. I didn’t know my plane was hit. I set 
the plane down in a cut-down cornfield. 

“I had a terrible fear of parachutes. To 
me, a parachute was for an extreme emer¬ 
gency. Like when the plane is on fire and 
both wings fall off. I got out of the craft 
and hiked, then got a ride back to base on 
an army truck. We flew several similar 
missions the following two days. We used 
12 cm rockets [anti-armor shaped charges] 
and four 20mm cannons and 250kg 
bombs [similar to U.S. skip-bombs] with 
10 -second fuses.” 

Two days later, in the same farm area, 
Edwards was hit a second time. “Ceiling 
was about 200 or 3Q0 meters when we fin¬ 
ished our mission. There were three of us 
out. One of the guys got lost in the crowd. 
He got on the radio and warned us to 
watch out, there were Russian MiG 15s in 
the area and to stay below the clouds, so 
they couldn’t see us. We were still 
separated from him. He was always lost 
— always behind us. Anyway, I was low 
on ammo. I had no more rockets left and 
no bombs. But we were going back to 
base. I don’t think we were higher than 
200 meters. Real low. My wing man was 
flying in 4 cloud and I was flying right 
under it. 


“Four of my cannons fired and 
he exploded.’’ 

“All of a sudden, I see this airplane 
rush out in front of me. Out of the clouds. 
I didn’t identify it. I was sure we were go¬ 
ing to collide! I dumped full throttle and 


yanked back on the stick to get over him. 
But I still had my arming switch on and all 
four of my cannons fired and he explod¬ 
ed. I had oil and crap all over my airplane, 
all over my canopy. I couldn’t see a thing. 

“We had a little sliding window out the 
side. I opened it. Tried to wipe the wind- 
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shield clear with my handkerchief. I was 
still climbing. I was really shook up. I 
came out of a cloud. And was still wiping 
away when my plane was hit three times. 

“I knew I was hit because it was a 
37mm cannon. One round came in under¬ 
neath the armor plate and nearly cut my 
finger off. It knocked my hand into the 
throttle and threw me into emergency 
power. It smashed the instruments and 
started a fire there. My legs got burned 
from hydraulic fluid. I looked out and 
saw a hole in my wing big enough to jump 
through and the plane was smoking. 

“I’d seen the MiG IS that hit 
me circle back. I knew he’d 
finish what he started.” 

**I dove back through the cloud and 
saw a field under me. I went for that field. 
I was bleeding pretty badly. I thought I 
was dead. I jerked to a stop in this field. 
According to the farmer, who saw me 
crash-land, I was out of the airplane be¬ 
fore it stopped. Td seen the MiG 15 that 
hit me circle back. I knew he*d finish what 
he’d started, so I didn’t waste time getting 
away from my plane. I think he was the 
wing man of the MiG I shot down. Any¬ 
way, I ran through a hayfield and hid 
under a haystack in a barn. And heard 
more cannon fire. 

“A little later, the farmer came by and 
said, ‘You can come out now, the planes 
are gone.’ He took me into the house and 
bandaged my hand and leg. He told me 
that the MiG had indeed come back for 
my plane. He’d hit it and set it on fire. As 
we walked outside, the farmer showed me 
a fence I’d cleared on the way to the barn. 
The damned thing was a couple of feet 
taller than I was. The farmer said I didn’t 
even touch it: I just stepped over it and 
kept on going. You can do all kinds of in¬ 
teresting things when you’re scared,” 

Edwards hitched a ride back to the base 
and filed an after-action report before 
heading for the sickbay to get his hand 
and leg looked at. But when he sat down 
in a chair in Operations and leaned back, 
he passed out. His friends carried him to 
sick bay where medics removed over 20 
aircraft rivets from his back. 

“What happened, apparently, was one 
of the 37mm shells hit the one-inch armor 
plate behind my seat. It must have buck¬ 
led the armorplate and sent all the rivets in 
the seat into my back. I didn’t feel a thing, 
till I sat down.” 

The revolution was almost over by 
then. There was still fighting, but it was 
isolated and weak. Edwards’ colleagues 
would not let him fly with his wounds. 

“I joined my grandfather.... 
We did some fighting in the 
streets.” 


“So I went back home. The next day 
the 10th [of November], I wasn’t feeling 
too hot. The shots, the anesthetic they 
gave me, wore off, so I stayed ^ut. I join¬ 
ed my grandfather on the 12th and 13th. 
We did some fighting in the streets. My 
grandfather knocked out a couple of 
tanks — T-34s mostly — with a captured 
Russian anti-tank gun.” 

Hungarian revolutionaries were re¬ 
sourceful in their anti-tank tactics. They 
would put dinner plates across a street. 
Tank commanders would usually stop, 
thinking the discs were mines. Hungarians 
would then hurl Molatov cocktails at the 
tanks or drop live power lines on then. As 
can be imagined, both were effective. 

After his brief bout of street fighting, 
Edwards returned home. About a week 
later, the Russians regained control. 

They began looking for those who had 
fought against them. 

“Some soldiers had been to my place. 
Luckily I wasn’t home. My grandfather 
told them he didn’t know where I was ... 
that I’d been missing since the beginning 
of the revolution. He then called me at a 
friend’s and told me not to return home; 
they were looking for me. I stayed with 
friends for about a month. 

“I probably should have left, but I 
didn’t. I couldn’t make up my mind what 
the hell I was going to do. I didn’t know 
what was happening. My mother was alive 
then; she was working and I wanted to let 
her know I was okay. But things got very 
hot. I left Budapest on 14 December.” 

“I made my way through a 
minefield...” 


Edwards’ method of escape was 
thoughtful and effective. You’d hardly 
expect a pilot to shoot his way out or to 
dig a tunnel. “All branches of service 
have the same uniform in Hungary. The 
only difference is the epaulet’s color. A 
friend of mine knew a guy who was pretty 
handy with a pen and he forged some or¬ 
ders for me. I changed the tabs on my 
epaulets to those of a border patrolman 
and jumped on a train. It wasn’t really too 
bad on the train. I played poker with 
several Russian officers. 

“When we got to the border, I ran to a 
farm. I knew the border area pretty well 
from vacations I’d spent there. I used to 
go with the farmer’s girl. I stayed at his 
farm until nightfall. I made my way 
through a minefield (about one kilometer 
wide) using my hunting knife to probe 
through the snow. I ended up in Austria 
on 15 December.” 

In Edwards’ typically modest fashion, 
he ended his tale: “And that’s about it. 
Not much to the story, really.” 
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by Vasily Zaitsev 


Duel 
of 

Master 
Spipers 

DEADLY GAME AT STALINGRAD 


Tl his article is reprinted from the Oc¬ 
tober 1972 Soviet Military Review, 
published by the Krasnaya Zvezda (Red 
Star) Publishing House of the Soviet 
Defense Ministry, Vasily Zaitsev was the 
USSR's leading World War IIsniper, cre¬ 
dited with some 300 kills at the Battle of 
Stalingrad. In his article, Zaitsev describes 
his duel with Major Konings, chief of a 
German snipers' school in Berlin, during 
that battle. 

Today, the Soviet Defense Ministry is 
conducting a crash marksmanship train¬ 
ing program in preparation for the 22nd 
Summer Olympic Games to be held in 
Moscow in 1980. Marksmanship and snip¬ 
ing have always been emphasized by the 
Soviet Army. During the 2lst Summer 
Olympic Games, held in Montreal from 17 
July to 31 July 1976, Soviet Army 
marksman Alexander Gazov established a 
new world record by scoring 597 points, 
and winning a gold medal, in running 
boar shooting. Gazov will be competing 
again in 1980. 

The technical description of Soviet 
sniper methodology contained in Zaitsev's 
article should give SOF readers valuable 
insights into current as well as past Soviet 
sniping tactics and techniques. Since these 
methods are currently being taught to 
Soviet proxy forces in Africa and else¬ 


where, knowledge of their patterns may 
mean the difference between life and 
death. 

night recce men dragged up an 
identification prisoner in a sack. During 
the interrogation he said the the Nazi 
Command was seriously concerned with 
the actions of our snipers. Major Kon¬ 
ings, chief of a school for snipers, was 
flown from Berlin with the assignment, as 
the prisoner put it, to kill the “chief hare” 
(Zaitsev, Russian surname, derived from 
zayats — hare). 

Colonel Batyuk, the divisional com¬ 
mander, was in high spirits. 

“A major is small fry for our boys,” he 
said jokingly. “The Fuhrer himself should 
have come. It would be much more in¬ 
teresting to hunt that bird. Right, 
Zaitsev?” 

“Quite right. Comrade Colonel,” I 
said, but in my mind’s eye I thought: “It’s 
easier said than done — after all he’s the 
chief of a school and, in all probability, an 
experienced beast.” 

“Well, this super-sniper must be done 
away with,” the divisional commander 
said, this time in a strict voice, “But be 
cautious and use your brains.” 

I had already learned to guess quickly 
the Nazi snipers’ “hand” and distinguish¬ 


ed without any particular cjifficulty, by 
the character of fire and camouflage, 
more experienced riflemen frpm novices, 
cowards from those who were obstinate 
and determined. But the character of the 
chief of their school was an enigma for me 
for a long time. Our observations carried 
out from day to day produced no definite 
results. It was even hard ib say on what 
sector of the front the Nazi was operating. 
Most likely he frequently changed posi¬ 
tions and was seeking me just as cautious¬ 
ly as I him. 

Without discontinuing the search for 
the Berlin super-sniper, I trjed to analyze 
my personal experience and thp experience 
of my comrades in order to find the most 
correct decision. And experience told me 
that I could not count on success without 
the aid of my friends in the trenches — 
riflemen, machine gunners, sappers, and 
signalmen. Usually after a Nazi sniper had 
been discovered and his location deter¬ 
mined, I called, let’s say, a machine gun¬ 
ner, gave him a spy-glass, myself took a 
trench periscope, indicated ^ the most 
noticeable object and started to lead the 
machine gunner’s eyes from o^e reference 
point to another. And when the machine 
gunner saw the Nazi sniper and realized 
how craftily he had camouflaged himself, 
he became my competent assistant. 
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Moreover, when preparing sham posi¬ 
tions, installing and camouflaging a dum¬ 
my, I managed to study each soldier, to 
see what he was capable of. Sometimes a 
man may have initiative and be bold in ac¬ 
tion, but he will not make an assistant for 
you: he is too hasty, he’ll flare up and 
then cool off. Such a man cannot be relied 
on in a prolonged struggle. 


M. HE characters of enemy snipers were 
more difficult to see through. It was clear 
to me that they were all stubborn men. 
And I found my own method for them: I 
prepared a good dummy, erected it un- 
noticeably and started to move it. A dum¬ 
my, like a man, must change its poses. 
Beside the dummy is your well-cam¬ 
ouflaged position. The enemy sniper fires 
at the dummy, but it remains “alive,” and 
then the show of stubbornness begins. 
The sniper fires a second shot, prepares 
for a third but, as a rule, he himself is 
caught in your sights before he can fire it. 

Experienced enemy snipers come to 
their positions under cover of fire, accom¬ 
panied by two or three assistants. Before 
such a “wolf,” I usually pretended to be a 
novice or rather an ordinary soldier and 
thus lulled his vigilance, or simply began 
to make fun of him: after each shot I 
showed him the results of fire by conven¬ 
tional signs as is done at a firing range 
during practice firing. The Nazi sniper 
would quickly get used to this trick and 
pay no attention to my target. And as 
soon as he switched his attention to other 
targets, I instantly took the place of the 
target. For this I needed only a few 
seconds. I would throw the target away 
and catch the Nazi’s head in the cross¬ 
hairs of my telescopic sight, 

I had subdivided detection of a target in 
the enemy camp into two stages. The first 
stage started with studying the enemy de¬ 
fenses. Then I learned where, when and 
under what circumstances our fighting 
men had been wounded. The medical or¬ 
derlies helped me a lot in this. They said 
where a wounded man had been picked 
up. So I went there, found eye-witnesses, 
learned from them all the details of the 
wound and in this way I discovered the 
SEPTEMBER(79 


enemy’s scheme of fire. This I .include in 
the first stage of determining where to 
look for the target. The second stage I call 
search for the target. In order not to get 
caught in the sights of a Nazi sniper, I 
reconnoitered the terrain by means of a 
trench periscope or a battery command¬ 
er’s telescope. The optical sights of a 
sniper’s rifle or field glasses are no good 
for this purpose. Experience shows that 
where previously the enemy showed ani¬ 
mation, and now you cannot notice a 
single useless movement, there must be an 
experienced hunter. That was why I kept 
telling my colleagues: unless you have 
studied the situation and talked to the 
men, don’t kick against the goad. In snip¬ 
ing one'has to live according to the 
popular saying: look before you leap. 
And indeed, to prepare an accurate shot, 
one has to put in much effort and ingenui¬ 
ty, study the enemy’s character and 
strength, find his weak points and only 
after this set about solving the mission by 
one shot. 


X HE success of observation is achieved 
only by practical training directly on the 
terrain. It is far from easy to acquire this 
skill in a combat situation. Taking up a 
position must be secured by strict camou¬ 
flage. A sniper who cannot observe from 
hiding is not a sniper but a mere target for 
the enemy. As soon as you come to the 
forward edge, conceal yourself, lie like a 
stone and observe, study the terrain, com¬ 
pile a chart and plot distinctive marks on 
it. Remember that if in the process of ob¬ 
servation you have revealed yourself by 
some careless movement of the head, be¬ 
trayed your presence to the enemy and not 
managed to hide in time, you made a 
blunder and you will receive a bullet 
through your head for it. Such is the life 
of a sniper. That is why in training snip¬ 
ers, I perfenally gave top priority to con¬ 
cealment and camouflage. 

Each sniper has his own tactics, his own 
technique, inventions and ingenuity. But 
both beginners and experienced snipers 
always remember that they face a tactical¬ 
ly mature, resourceful, industrious, and 
very accurate shooter. He must be outwit¬ 
ted, drawn into a difficult struggle and 


thus tied up to the chosen position. What 
is the way to achieve this? You have to 
think up sham moves, distract the 
enemy’s attention, annoy him by some in¬ 
tricate movements, tire his eyesight, get 
him muddled up. I am against organizing 
a permanent sniping post even in sustain¬ 
ed defense. A sniper is a rover; he appears 
suddenly where the enemy does not expect 
him. Fire initiative must be fought for and 
won. Merely solving the enemy’s riddles 
will yield no results unless you have con¬ 
fidence in your ability to pay back these 
ruses by accurate fire, quickly and 
resolutely. 

Thus, reappraising and analyzing my 
experience, I sought with my comrades 
the way to the decisive duel with the 
super-sniper from Berlin, who had so far 
outmatched us. But one day the sniper 
broke the telescopic sight of my friend 
Morozov and wounded Shaikin. Both 
Morozov and Shaikin were experienced 
snipers and quite frequently won the most 
complex and difficult engagements. Now 
there was no longer any doubt — they had 
come across the Nazi super-sniper I was 
looking for. 


LT dawn I went with Nikolai Kulikov 
to the positions where our comrades had 
been the day before. The enemy’s forward 
line of defense was well known to me, for 
I had studied it for days on end. I saw 
nothing new. The day was ending. But 
suddenly a helmet rose up over the enemy 
trench and slowly moved along the trench. 
Should I shoot? No, that was a ruse: the 
helmet swung unnaturally. It was evident¬ 
ly carried by the sniper’s assistant while 
the sniper himelf was waiting for me to 
betray myself by a shot. We waited in vain 
till darkness. 

“Where can the bastard be hiding?” 
Kulikov asked as we left the ambush 
under the cover of the night. 

“That’s the point,” I snapped back. 

“And if he is not here? Maybe he went 
away long ago?” Kulikov doubted. 

But by the patience which our enemy 
showed by not revealing himself the whole 
day, I realized that the Berlin sniper was 

Continued on page 78 
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Handgun ammunition made the transi¬ 
tion from lead to jacketed high-perform¬ 
ance ammo beginning in the mid-*60s. 
Unfortunately, handgun bullet develop¬ 
ment for hunting seems to be suffering 
from a severe case of arrested de¬ 
velopment that begin in the early ’70s. In 
a 10-year period, fairly decent progress 
was made — since then everyone seems to 
be sitting on their laurels waiting for 
something to happen. 

TWO CARTRIDGES 

Well, it’s happened! SSK Industries, 
Rt, 1, Della Drive, Bloomingdale, OH 
43910 (614) 264-0176, has put some real 
power in a pistol. The Thompson Center 
Arms Contender (T/C) has a strong, pro¬ 
ven action. SSK has developed two car¬ 
tridges for use in their custom T/C bar¬ 
rels, each of which easily exceeds a ton of 
muzzle energy per shot. 

The .45-70 has been around since 1873 
and has been highly developed as a rifle 
cartridge. Its reputation as a killer is well 
deserved. The other is new — the .375 
JDJ. It’s a full-length .444 Marlin case 
necked to .375 with a 25-degree shoulder 
and one caliber neck. 

No other conventional handgun — ex¬ 
cluding bolt-action handguns — can ap¬ 
proach the power that can be packed into 
a T/C. 

IMPORTANT FIRST SHOT 

As far as I’m concerned, the first shot 
in any hunting situation is the most im¬ 
portant one. Screw it up with a lousy hit 
and it might be necessary to shoot an ani¬ 
mal to pieces to stop him. In addition, the 
harder that first shot hits, the more likely 
an instantaneous, humane kill. Personal¬ 
ly, I think it is desirable and necessary to 
blow a big hole all the way through an 
animal. This in itself won’t insure a 
*‘drop-dead-in-his-tracks” performance 
from any hit — but it will go a long way 
toward it. 

Little guns, like the .357 magnum, just 
won’t cut it in the field. They suffer from 
a startling lack of power. Penetration with 
properly expanding bullets is marginal. It 
will kill deer on those picture-book shots 
that occur mostly in picture books. I con¬ 
sider the .357 marginal for white-tail deer 
with any load. It’s simply not enough gun 
to choose for hunting anything weighing 
over 100 pounds or so. 

THE .44 MAGNUM 

The .44 magnum is a yastly more effec¬ 
tive killer than the .357. .44 wound cavi¬ 
ties will generally be four to five times 
larger than those of a .357. The .44 will 
kill anything that walks or crawls. That 
doesn’t necessarily mean it is enough gun 
to do the job properly. When you get to 
animals larger than deer, even the .44 
magnum must be used carefully. Shots 
must not be attempted that will not pene¬ 
trate an animal’s vitals with certainty. A 
.44 just isn’t certain on a ‘Vaking” shot 
from the side or rear or a shot that must 
penetrate heavy muscle and bone found in 


the shoulders of large animals. Needless to 
say, it’s best to leave large bears alone 
with a .44 unless you have a back-up arm¬ 
ed with a heavy rifle. Furthermore, the 
high ideals of true sportsmanship dictate 
the clean kill. 

DYNAMIC DUO 

The .375 JDJ and .45-70 custom prem¬ 
ium-grade barrels on the T/Cs provide the 
accuracy and power to blow that big hole 
all the way through, any animal found in 
this country and under the right cir¬ 
cumstances either is capable of killing 
elephant. 

You obviously don’t need elephant 
loads for everything > nor would they be 
suitable for deer. The .375 JDJ operates 
with bullets weighing from 220 to 300 
grains. Velocity maximums from a 14- 
inch barrel are 2100 fps-220 grain and 
1900 fps-300 grain. 1 haven’t taken the 
300-grain .45-70 over 1800 fps as yet or 
the 550-grain over 1450 fps. Power, pene¬ 
tration, bullet expansion and accuracy are 
astounding. 

Both cartridges are big and mean look¬ 
ing. They dwarf a lot of highly respected 
rifle cartridges in size and killing power. 
They perform just as mean as they look. 
Either will penetrate lengthwise through 
concrete blocks with the right bullet and 
load. Either will expand bullets to double 
diameter in meat with the right ammo. 
Both provide totally new experiences in 
handgun power. The .45-70 kicks like hell 
with heavy loads. 

HANDLING RECOIL 

With the right attitude any 115-pound, 
reasonably strong individual can learn to 
shoot either gun with max loads. Just 
jumping into the .45-70 with no brake on 
it and pushing 500-550 grains of jacket 
and lead at 1400 + fps is a good way to eat 


a T/C — you could easily end up catching 
it in the face. 

Stiff-arming the heavy recoiling loads 
isn’t the right way to handle recoil of this 
intensity either. A hard grip, locked wrist, 
elbow and shoulder could possibly result 
in broken bones in the wrist and/or hand. 

The proper method of firing heavily re¬ 
coiling handguns — and if all you’ve shot 
is .44 magnums and the like, you haven’t 
yet shot a heavily recoiling handgun — is 
to grasp it firmly, using a two-hand grip. 
The wrist, elbow and shoulder joints 
should be extended firmly, but not lock¬ 
ed. At the onset of recoil, the proper hold 
will result in the muzzle tipping up, the 
wrists, then elbow, then shoulder joint 
flexing as the gun comes up and backward 
in recoil. With the .45-70 it’s sometimes 
helpful to take a step backward with recoil 
until you become accustomed to it. I’ve 
experimented with loosening the hold un¬ 
til I had to move my head to the left to get 
out of the way of the .45-70 coming back 
and not lose the gun. 

The .45-70, with heavy handloads, is 
obviously the worse kicker of the two, al¬ 
though the .375 will hold its own. With 
factory loads, the SSK 14-inch bull-barrel 
.45-70 kicks about like a 10-inch skinny- 
barrel .44 magnum T/C with factory 240s. 
All of the factory loads are effective 
“deer” loads up to about 100 yards. Per¬ 
sonally, 1 like the 300-grain Federal Hol¬ 
low Point at 1475 fps. The WW and Rem¬ 
ington 405-grain loads clock around 1200 
fps from the 14-incher. Any of these loads 
is adequate for deer. Certainly for larger 
game, I would opt for heavy handloads 
capable of considerably more tissue and 
bone destruction than factory ammo, al¬ 
though in black-powder days, rifles of this 
power level killed almost every animal in 
the world. 



SSK firebreathers require specialized firing techniques — high-powered rounds can propel 
weapon into face if improperly fired. 
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Allan Bateman busts gallon of gas with 220 grain .375 JDJ. He can take 
any handgun recoil — In or out of wheelchair. Bateman had mortar round 
drop between his legs two weeks before his year In Vietnam was up. 
Round was “friendly/’ called for by new and excited lieutenant. He now 
has two kids, very active in church and gun club, Triple A Silhouette 
shooter and runs welding shop. 
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AMMO FOR THE .375 

The .375 JDJ is simply a necked-down 
.444 Marlin. One pass through the die 
forms the case. Case capacity is .30-06 size 
to allow large charges of rifle powder to 
produce acceptable velocities at relatively 
low pressures. Obtaining satisfactory ve¬ 
locities with pistol powders would require 
pressures too high to be acceptable in the 
T/C action. The principal is simply this 
— use a lot of powder to produce a large 
volume of gas at relatively low pressure in¬ 
stead of a small amount of powder utiliz¬ 
ing a small amount of gas at very high 
pressures. 

The .375 JDJ is a wildcat — no factory 
ammo available. RGBS dies are available 
through SSK. Forming the case is simple. 
All unfired brass should be neck-sized 
before loading. Simply neck-size the .444 
brass to .375. That’s adl there is to it. The 
.444 case is strong. Even in the T/C I’ve 
used, some cases, 15 times neck-sized on¬ 
ly, still fall out of the gun after firing. 
Low-pressure loadings allow this. 


UNBELIEVABLE PENETRATION 

In general, 220-grain bullets are most 
useful in medium and big-game hunting. 
Hornady makes one for the new Winches¬ 
ter 94 .375 Big Bore rifle. Ballistically, the 
14-inch .375 JDJ slightly exceeds the .375 
Big Bore in a rifle. The 220 Hornady is a 
soft bullet, giving excellent expansion at 
moderate ranges of around 150 yards and 
holding together well at shorter ranges. 
Speer’s 235-grain .375 is tougher. It would 
be my “light” bullet choice for game 
larger than deer. The 270-grain Hornady 
spire-point and round-nose bullets open 
slower and give deep penetration. 

The 300-grain round-nose behaves 
about the same as the 270 round-nose. 
The Sierra 300-grain soft-point boat-tail is 
very accurate; velocity retention is better 
than any other .375 bullet. So far, the 
jacket and core have separated from every 
one I’ve recovered. I don’t know how it 
behaves in rifles. Higher velocity may be 
needed to expand it properly or, then 
again, things could get worse. For pene¬ 
tration only, the 300-grain Hornady FMJ 
is unbeatable. Even at only 1800 fps it 
walks right on through concrete blocks 
lengthways. Wood penetration is unbe¬ 
lievable. I don’t yet know how to compare 
it with rifle penetration in wood. In a 
block of a hard-lead alloy, the .375 and 
the .45-70 will exceed both the crater 
depth and diameter of a 180-grain .308 
factory load. 

Accuracy seems best in the .375 with the 
270-300-grain bullets. On metallic sil¬ 
houette chicken targets set at 250 yards, I 
can shoot about 50 percent with the .375 
with either 270- or 300-grain bullets. So 
far I haven’t shot at many of them with 
the 220-235 grain, but hits have only been 
on the order of one-third, all shooting 
done with iron sights. 



Carol about to turn one loose from highly customized .375 JDJ. With proper training, anyone 
can fire weapon competently. 



The .375 JDJ is the smallest handgun 
cartridge to provide adequate killing 
power on large animals. 

MUZZLE BRAKE 
With the Vern Juenke muzzle brake in¬ 
stalled, Carol (5’7”, 120 lbs. — see photo¬ 
graph) doesn’t have any recoil trouble 
with 300-grain bullets at 1800-1900 fps. 
Her attitude is good (not afraid of a little 
noise and recoil) and she shames the men¬ 
tal pussies with her ability to handle 
recoil. The Juenke brake is a worthwhile 
addition to either the .375 or .45-70. But 
for hunting, I can’t see the expense. Re¬ 
coil is cut drastically by the brake and it 
may be removed for hunting to save 7/8s 
of an inch in overall length. The brake 
uses the expansion-chamber principle and 
is more effective than Mag-nai-porting in 
reducing recoil. Mag-na-porting, how¬ 
ever, does reduce recoil and muzzle jump 
without adding to the overall barrel 
length. 


The .45-70 can be either a tomcat or a 
tiger. With the 300-grain Federals it’s a 
tomcat. Noisy, mean and fulla fight. Take 
the 300-grain bullets up to 1800, 400 to 
1600, 500 to 1450 or 550 to 1400-1450 fps 
and it turns into a tiger. That’s a hell of a 
big, mean, noisy tomcat. Like the .375, it 
can be downloaded to practically nothing. 

Factory loads or their equivalent hand¬ 
loads designed for “73” Springfield rifles 
are all comfortable to shoot and would be 
good deer killers. For the most part, if 
they are sighted in three inches high at 50 
meters, they will be just about dead on at 
100. As velocity goes up, trajectory flat¬ 
tens. The Federal factory load pushes a 
300-grain bullet at approximately 1465 fps 
from the 14-inch SSK barrel. The 
300-grain Hornady H.P. and Sierra flat- 
nose S.P. both perform well at around 
1500 fps for plinking. At 1500 fps, the 
500-grain Hornady FMJ designed for the 
.458 is a handful and hits with 2500 foot- 
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.375 JDJ and .45*70 bullets-<-definitely whoppers. 

Effects of Hand Cannon on lead blocks (and big game) is awesome. 



pounds energy to slightly exceed the 
3(X)-grain .375 at 1900 fps for 2400 fpe. 
The .44 magnum 240-grain usually does 
around 1300 fps for 900 fpe from six-inch 
revolvers. The .357 mag turns up around 
600 fpe from most 160-grain loads. A 
.243-80-3420 fps manages 2180 fpe. A 
7mm Mauser 175-graiii ^ manages about 
2400 fpe. The new Winchester .375 Big 
Bore shows 2005 fpe from its 250-grain 
bullet. A .30-30 170-grain barely breaks 
1850 fpe. 

While Vm not too keen on using energy 
figures to compare or determine killing 
power, the above are given as examples. 
Either the 80-grain .243, 220-.375 or 
300-.45 will kill a deer like lightning with a 
broadside chest hit. The .375 JDJ and 
.45-70 will kill like adequate big game 
rifles from any angle. 

PENETRATION 

Precise bullet placement will enable a 
gun of marginal power to kill very effec¬ 
tively. Under hunting conditions though, 
the conditions necessary to place a bullet 
with such precision seldom exist. It is not 
at all unusual for a bullet to strike a fair 
distance from its intended spot. That’s 
when power comes in handy. No doubt 
about it, the bigger the hole, the quicker 
the kill. A large hole all the way through 
seems to kill fastest of all on most shots. 
In addition, exit wounds usually bleed a 
lot more than entrance wounds. 

Both of these calibers have the ability to 
drive through heavy shoulder muscle and 
bone to get into and through vital areas. 

Obviously, not every shot on big game 
penetrates completely. No bullet has yet 
been designed for optimum performance 
for all conditions. A 300-grain .45 bullet 
that will double its diameter while pene¬ 
trating the chest of a 150-pound whitetail 
is not going to perform well hitting the 
shoulder of a moose at the same velocity. 
A heavier, more strongly constructed 
bullet is needed for the latter job. The safe 
choice in bullet selection is to choose the 
bullet that will do the toughest job likely 
to be encountered. 

The .375 JDJ attains higher velocities 
than the .45-70. It shoots flatter than the 
.45-70 and usually creates more hydrosta¬ 
tic shock inside an animal. Conversely, 
the .45-70 handles larger diameter, heavier 
bullets than the .375. The .375 bullet has 
to achieve .082-inch expansion to equal 
the unexpanded .45 bullet diameter *— and 
the .45s will frequently open up to one 
inch in diameter. 

In penetration, through most mediums, 
the 3()0-grain .375 FMJ (Hornady) at 1900 
fps is a slightly better penetrator than the 
500-grain Hornady FMJ at 1500 fps. 
What little difference there is is inconse¬ 
quential. It hasn’t as yet been proven but I 
think either is capable of complete pene¬ 
tration of an elephant’s head from the 
side or through the shoulder and spine of 
a buff. The 500-grain FMJ .45-70, at 1500 
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Muzzle brake for SSK T/C tames beast -- a little. 


fps is capable of handling any game found 
on the North American continent. The 
original .45-70 rifle loading of a 405 grain 
bullet at 1320 fps accounted for game 
ranging from plains bison to Alaskan 
brown bear very efficiently. 

Both the .375 with a wide variety of 
bullets and the .45-70 operate in velocity 
ranges that are appropriate for the bullet 
designs available. The 220-.375 and 
300-.458 diameter bullets are quick 
openers — suitable for game weighing up 
to 300 pounds. As animal weight goes up, 
bullet weight should also increase to pro¬ 
vide the additional penetration generally 
necessary. The heavy .375 bullets will 
open up adequately on truly big game 
from the .375 at short (100 yards or under) 
range. The 350- and 500-grain .458 bullets 
are generally designed for the .458 Win¬ 
chester magnum and will not expand reli¬ 
ably at velocities possible from the .45-70 
handgun. 

Firing into hard-lead-alloy blocks with 
a .308-180, and a variety of .45-70 and 
.375 JDJ loads reveals an overlapping of 
crater sizes from all three. The .45-70 and 
.375 are both able to penetrate deeper or 
blow a wider crater in the lead. Some 
loads will blow a wider, deeper crater than 
the .308-180 load. 

SSK offers premium barrels ($125 with¬ 
out sights) to drop into your T/C frame in 
lengths of from 10 to 15 inches in a wide 
variety of calibers suitable for both hun¬ 
ting and competition. Barrels only may be 
shipped directly to you. Complete guns 
tightly fitted for competition or hunting 


are also available but must be shipped to 
your dealer. Several sight configurations 
are available and barrels are set up to your 
specifications. SSK offers quite a few ac¬ 
cessories such as spring kits to reduce trig¬ 
ger pull in several single- and double¬ 
action revolvers as well as white outline 
and peep-sight blades. 


TABLE 

.375 JDJ 14-INCH 


GRAINS 


FPS 

FT. LBS. 

220 

at 

2100 

2156 

270 

at 

1900 

2202 

300 

at 

1900 

2403 


.45-70 14-INCH 


GRAINS 


FPS 

FT. LBS. 

300 

at 

1400 

1305 

300 

at 

1600 

1704 

300 

at 

1800 

2157 

400 

at 

1300 

1500 

400 

at 

1500 

2000 

500 

at 

1400 

2175 

550 

at 

1450 

2563 

CALIBER 

GRAINS FPS 

FT. LBS. 

.357 Mag. 

160 

at 1300 

600 

.44 Mag. 

240 

at 1300 

900 

.30-30 

170 

at 2220 

1860 

.25-06 

120 

at 3120 

2590 

.308 

150 

at 2820 

2730 







E AVE«DflOPKfl STOPPER 

SILENTLY 
INDICATES 
WHETHER 
SOMEONE 
ELSE IS 
LISTENING! 

95 


Indicates preiencs of tapping 
devices. . . if line is busy. . . 
if extension is listenfiig. 


FLLMENATE possibility O!” 
TABS OR UNAUTHORIZED 
LISTENERS-]N OJv PHONL 


“I- 


O Makes your phone secure 

• Prevents interruptions 
and arguments 

O Works whether call is 
being made or received 

• Use It at any location 

• No interference with 
normal operation 

• Works with party lines 

Adjustable for ALL 
telephone installations 


Mtam MONEY BACK 
FREE letephone acoissories and detection 
devices catalog with purchase 
S«nd chedumoney ord«r (add S2 00 (or postaga and 
iwicPing. fiusi local iuti uxi 


AWERtCAN HAILING. INC. 
DEPT. AU , P,0. BOX 112 
NYACK. N.Y. 1M60 


TRACK .; 

LIKE AN 

INDIAN i 



Indians did it then; 
Border Patrol Agents do 
it now. JACK KEARNEY has 
p found thousands with his tracking 
skill, including smugglers, crimi¬ 
nals, and many persons lost in the 
wilderness. Now he reveals tips 
from his 19 years of tracking that 
can make you an expert. 

TRACKING; 

A Blueprint for Learning How 
by Jack Kearney 

THE TRACKING BOOK BY AN 
UNCHALLENGED AUTHORITY 
Send check or M.O. for only 8.95 to: 

Pathways Press 4 

El Cajon, CA 92020 
Please include .75 mailing costs. 

(Calif, residents add.54 State 
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NEW H&K PSP Smiii 


SOF Reviews New 
German Handgun 



Now and again in the course of things, 
an item comes along that is really “worth 
its salt.” Such was the case with the 
Ml873 Colt SAA (peacemaker), the 
Ml896 “Broomhandle” Mauser pistol, 
the MI911 .45 Colt (Browning) auto, the 
P-35 Browning 9mm auto, and Czech 
CZ-75 9mm pistol, to name but a few. 

There is one quality that makes wea¬ 
pons like these stand out from the myriad 
of “also rans.” Certainly each of these 
guns possesses fine qualities, such as 
reliability, simplicity, good design, or 
some other appealing feature, but though 
they are of different designs, times of 
manufacture and calibers, they all have 
one major thing in common. 

That “thing“ is the fulfillment of a 
need — an intelligent, viable answer to a 
real need, not jiist an attempt to “jump 
on someone’s bandwagon,” or to make a 
few quick bucks. No, the really great guns 
are great because they fill a niche, a pur¬ 
pose, a need. 

For this reason, there are not, under¬ 
standably, a large number of “greats,” 
but the Heckler & Koch PSP is, in my opi¬ 
nion, destined to become a member in the 
arms hall of fame. 


by Chuck Taylor 

1 say this because it does indeed fulfill a 
need. Designed especially for the West 
German Federal Police, the PSP is an in¬ 
genious package. It answers the question, 
“Can a pistol be made that is reasonably 
powerful, light, accurate, small, and 
reliable?” 

The PSP — roughly the size of the Wal- 
ther PP, of all-steel quality construction, 
highly accurate, weighing only a bit more 
than the Colt LW Commander, and it 
works all of the time — answers the ques¬ 
tion nicely, I think! 

Not that Tve suddenly been converted 
into a 9mm buff, you understand, but the 
fact that the West German Police previ¬ 
ously carried .380s places the matter in its 
proper perspective — the 9mm parabel- 
lum is a good deal more potent than the 
.380 ACP (9mm Kurz/Corto), even if it is 
a long way short of the .45 ACP. 

Here in the United States, many have 
felt (and 1 include myself in this category) 
the answer to the police sidearm “prob¬ 
lem” is, and always has been, the Colt .45 
auto, carried Condition One (cocked and 
locked) in an appropriate holster for the 
mission of its wearer. 1 haven’t changed 
my mind. But the fact of the matter is that 
police administrators are deathly afraid of 
what they consider to be “adverse public 
relations” if a citizen asks why officers are 
carrying sidearms in a cocked condition. 
Ridiculous, you say! Well, maybe it is — 
to you and me who understand such 
things — but it is not ridiculous to the 
average citizen or police administrator 
who doesn’t understand firearms. In fact, 
newspaper people have been known to get 
quite “carried away” in print about such 
things, haven*t they? 

The PSP solves that problem, since it 
has no external hammer, cocks only when 
it is gripped, and automatically uncocks 
the instant pressure (grip pressure) is 
released. This means no visible “menace” 


to anyone who happens to notice, inten¬ 
tionally or otherwise. 

It also adds a measure of relief to those 
who just can’t bring themselves to trust 
the machinery of the M1911-type pistol. 1 
know many gun-handlers, even experienc¬ 
ed ones, who invariably lower the hammer 
of their .45 auto into Condition Two 
when they carry their piece, even though 
they know (or claim that they know) the 
piece is as safe as any piece of machinery 
can be. Such an act reduces the efficiency 
of the gun and actually causes it to lose 
one of its major advantages over the 
revolver: speed. Those who carry a wea¬ 
pon do so because they realize the need 
for protection. The fact that one does get 
involved in a fight with only a pistol in his 
possession means that he is already in big 
trouble. Think about it! If you were ex¬ 
pecting trouble, you wouldn 7 be using the 
pistol. Instead, you’d be utilizing a rifle, 
shotgun, or SMG, wouldn’t you? So, any 
reduction in the efficiency of the pistol is 
unquestionably not what you want. 

There is also no “trick” gadgetry on the 
PSP, in spite of what impression you may 
have so far. The cocking indicator is lo¬ 
cated at the rear of the slide and rises as 
the grip pressure is increased, showing the 
firer that the gun is cocked. Likewise, as 
pressure is lessened, it slides back into its 
recess. A PSP, loaded with a round in its 
chamber and a full magazine, is not ready 
to be fired until the grip pressure reaches 
sufficient levels to cock the gun. Thus, it 
can be dropped and roughly handled with 
no danger of breakage to parts resulting in 
discharge of the cartridge in the chamber. 

The reliability of this piece is superb, 
due to the simplicity and quality of its 
construction and design. It has few mov¬ 
ing parts and a fixed barrel, thereby 
eliminating the need for bushings, link, 
pins, etc. Accuracy is also of match qual¬ 
ity “right out of the box,” and the trigger 
on the test piece was outstanding. When 1 
questioned the H&K tech expert about 
this, he swore it had not been modified in 
any way — that was the way it came. 
Okay with me, because it felt like a 
custom-tuned trigger, which, as we all 
know, will cost you a goodly chunk of 
bread to obtedn on most guns. 

Another nifty feature of the PSP is the 
lack of normal slide lock and safety found 
in conventional designs. It is, therefore, 
more amenable to use by left-handers and 
requires no special work for this purpose. 
Undoubtedly, this is of great value to the 
guardians of the budget, of both indivi¬ 
dual and departmental type. 

My observations of this pistol, upon 
handling and firing, were most favorable. 
It had an aura of strength, accuracy, and 
quality as 1 held it in my hand. It gives the 
feeling of reliability and quality that only 
a pistol of consequence gives. It just plain 
feels great! 

It has nothing to tear up your hands or 
clothes if you carry it concealed and it 
points quite nicely. The “squared’* trigger 
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guard is a nice feature and, considering 
the popularity of the “finger-forward,” 
two-handed technique made famous by 
Ray Chapman, the dean of competitive 
combat shooters, it illustrates attention to 
detail by the innovative Heckler & Koch 
designers. 

The sights are also a new idea. For poor 
light, we have seen an endless number of 
light colors, patterns, shapes, and even 
mechanical gadgets — some of which 
were effective — others not so effective. 
The PSP has a horizontal “dot” pattern, 
consisting of a single white dot, centered 
in the appropriate spot on the front sight, 
and two additional dots — one to either 
side of the rear sight notch. To obtain an 
accurate sight picture, in poor or even 
good light one has merely to line up the 
dots horizontally, with proportionate 
spacing between them, and press the trig¬ 
ger. 

I found this combination to be very ef¬ 
fective and, surprisingly, easier to work 
with than any other type of sight or pat¬ 
tern I had ever tried. For some reason, the 
horizontal dot pattern is faster for the eye 
to line up than a vertical pattern or a pat¬ 
tern of dots, squares, colors, etc. — a 
really innovative and effective idea. 

The sights are fixed, but highly visible 

— not “pocket pistol” sights at all, but 
comparable to the best fixed sights avail¬ 
able for service pistols. 

At first I was a bit disturbed that the 
PSP retained that curious European de¬ 
vice — the butt-located magazine release 

— and questioned the H&K officials 
about it at length. They felt it was a better 
idea since one of the best features of the 
PSP “system” is the ease of use by either 
right- or left-handed personnel. They add¬ 
ed, however, that the catch was activated 
by placing the index finger of the support¬ 
ing hand on the magazine lip, and press¬ 
ing/orwar<y instead of backwaid (the way 
it normally is on such designs), thereby 
allowing a more natural movement, thus 
decreasing the time it takes for the move¬ 
ment to be accomplished. This is as good 
an answer as any and, realistically, pistol 
fights are almost always concluded before 
either participant is in need of a reload, 
except possibly in the military sense, but if 
the reload is required, the butt-mounted 
magazine release as designed by H&K isn V 
slow, even though it may not be as quick 
as the conventional Colt/Browning but¬ 
ton on the frame of the gun. 

The locking system of the PSP is also 
innovative. There is a tiny hole in the 
chamber of the gun which allows a small 
portion of gas to escape, deflect off an in¬ 
clined surface (changing the angle of 
travel about 90 degrees) and come to bear 
against the face of a piston mounted di¬ 
rectly to the front (inside) of the slide, in 
turn locking the piston and slide from 
rearward movement. This is the opposite 
of the conventional “gas piston” idea in 
which gas is utilized against a piston to 
UNLOCK the action. When the gas pres- 


suie falls below the level required to keep 
the action locked, the piston allows the 
slide to move Neat, eh? Again, it works! 

Do I like it? You bet 1 do, and, if a PSP 
ever appears in a caliber over .40 (10mm) 
ni seriously consider replacing my com^ 
bat-customized AS auto with it! That’s 
how much / like it. 

The PSP is a really serviceable design, 
and, as 1 said earlier, 1 predict great suc¬ 
cess for it, for it is unquestionably a 
milestone in handgun design. As usual, 
the boys from H&K have put together 
what may turn out to be the epitome of 
handgun design, at least Until laser beams 
replace projectiles! They will be available 
in the United States in about a year, due 
to current manufacturing requirements 
for the West German government, but 
something this good is worth waiting for 

HECKLER & KOCH PSP 
9nim X 19 PARABELLUM 
PISTOL SPECIFICATIONS 

Operating Principle:...Recoil 

Action:.Retarded inertia bolt 

Feed:. Straight magazine, 8 rds. capacity 
Caliber:... 9x19mm parabellum (Luger) 

Muzzle Velocity:. 1150-1450 fps 

(350-425 m/sec) depending 
upon ammunition 

Muzzle Energy:.340-405 ft. lbs., 

depending upon ammunition 

Mode of Fire:.single fire 

Dimensions 

Overall Length.6.54 in. (166mm) 

Height of Pistol..4.92 in. (125mm) 

Width across Stocks-1.10 in. (28mm) 

Length of Barrel.4.13 in.(105mm) 

Sight Radius.5.79 in. (147mm) 

Weights 

Pistol w/full Magazine . 34.6 oz. (980 g) 

Pistol w/o Magazine_28.9 oz. (820 g) 

Magazine, filled w/8 rds.. 5.6 oz. (160 g) 



Security Operations 
Group 

Chalecos Blindados 

Equipos Personates 
de Proteccidn 

ASESORES TECNICOS 

p.d'Eox^m 

CORAL CABLES, FLA. 33134 
305-445-3821 - 448-0297 



ADVENTURERS TELEPHONE 
TEST SET 


Clips on anywhere. 

Monitors phone conversation 
Undetected while testing. 

Flip switch and place calls 

Green Plastic as pictured 
Black Rubber — (Not shown) 

Don t Loavj Home WUnout ill 

$85.00 Ins. & P.PD. 

Money Orders, Visa & Master 
Charge, Send $1.00 for Catalog 


TEL-TEST 


P.O. Box 278, Butler, Ohio 44822 


Daylight Accuracy at Night 

SELF-LUMINOUS 6UNSIGHTS 

No Batteries—No Wires—No Bulbs 

FOR CATALOG SEND 50C TO: 

Nite-Sile, Inc. P.O. Box 0 Rosemount, MN 55068 


QUICKSILVER 


Designed by Danny Thorn¬ 
ton, this ultra-lightweight 
( 6 V 2 oz.) survival knife fea¬ 
tures a watertight alumi¬ 
num handle that will store 
emergency items. 
QUICKSILVER’S blade is 
4” of stainless steel, hollow 
ground with a spear point 
and false edge. The unique 
spring clip in the black 
leather sheath holds the 
knife securely In any posi¬ 
tion; the classic boot/belt 
clip is standard and a 
shoulder harness is also 
available. The QUICK¬ 
SILVER system is fast, safe, 
simple and complete. 

Dealer Inquiries Are Invited 




The Quicksilver knife is $42.50; 
the optional shoulder harness is $7.50 
To order send to 
ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS. UNLTD. 

P.O. Box 18595 “SOF 
Atlanta. Ga. 30326 
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HELL ON WHEELS 


BIKKS IN SOUTHWEST AFRICA’S WAR 


by Al J. Venter 



*‘We heard them coming before we saw 
them, snaking their way through the long 
grass and growling like demons. Then 
they were on us. A man next to me was 
hit. 

“Then I saw another comrade drop. 
After that, nothing. I dropped my gun 
and ran for my life.” 

The man spoke quietly, his black skin 
glistening under the hot Ovambo sun as he 
recalled the contact that separated him 
from his SWAPO colleagues. He was 
picked up by a South African security 
force patrol a few hours later. 

’’They were like Hons at a kill.” 

“They were like lions at a kill. They 
were everywhere.” The man whom I knew 
only as “Timoteo” gesticulated with one 
hand, passing it quickly across his chest. 

“I knew they were motorcycles. I had 
seen them in Windhoek before I was re¬ 
cruited and went north into Angola, But 
this time it was different because these 
were soldiers riding them and they were 
shooting at us.” Timoteo’s eyes narrowed 
as he spoke. 

The contact referred to by this SWAPO 
militant — he spoke with surprising erudi¬ 
tion for one who had received only a 
rudimentary education — took place 
earlier this year during an extended 
counter-insurgency operation to the east 
of Oshikati, the region’s capital. A group 
of about 20 terrorists had been on the run 


for four days; on their tracks were ele¬ 
ments of South West Africa’s crack 
specialist unit, more colloquially known 
as SWA Specialist Unit (Spes Ops). 

First, horses had followed the insur¬ 
gents’ tracks after members of the gang 
had murdered a local headman. It was 
claimed in leaflets left behind at the scene 
of the crime that the dead man had close 
ties with the “racist Boer regime.” What 
SWAPO did not say was that the head¬ 
man had visited Oshikati a month before 
to inquire about getting his son into the 
local high school next year. 

However, the trail disappeared after 
cattle and goats had been used to oblit¬ 
erate tracks — local tribesmen had ap¬ 
parently been coerced at gunpoint to 
follow instructions. 

Once it was picked up again about 35 
kilometers to the north of the original 
position. South West Africa Command 
lost no time in bringing another element 
of the Specialist Unit into play — the 
recently formed motorcycle detachment. 

When the unit set out on the new trail 
with a tracker support-unit shortly after 
breakfast, the spoor was already 12 hours 
old. Before the sun had reached its apo¬ 
gee, they had narrowed that gap to less 
than 90 minutes. At this stage the fleeing 
terrorists bumped into security forces 
which were deployed previously. 

The terrorists turned and doubled back 
the way they had come; specially-adapted 
350cc motorcycles were on them before 


they were able to prepare themselves 
against this new threat. 

While actual casualties suffered by this 
SWAPO strike force is unknown, SWA 
Specialist Unit members were satisfied 
with their own results. They were also 
happy that not one of their own had been 
injured in the fire-fight which followed. 
Nor, touch wood, has the unit suffered 
any other casualties in action with the 
enemy since that incident; there have been 
more contacts and more kills. 

South Africa’s Boys 
On Bikes 

Southern Africa’s latest contribution to 
the war — the boys on their bikes — is a 
totally new concept in this African ter¬ 
rorist campaign being fought along its 
northernmost frontiers. 

It is not the first time that two-wheelers 
have been used in modern conflicts, but 
the Specialist Unit has revolutionized their 
combat role. 

Motorcycles were seen on the battle- 
fronts of both World War I and II. Dur¬ 
ing the Great War, both Germans and 
their adversaries allocated more than 300 
machines to each division at the front. 
This figure was cut by 90 percent during 
World War 11. 

On both occasions — and during Korea 
— these vehicles were used primarily in 
communications and control roles, deliv- 
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ering messages between various units or 
assisting in traffic movement, especially 
on the West European front. There were 
also motorcycles with Soviet fighting 
units. 

In contrast, however, South Africa is 
the first nation to use motorcycles in a ful¬ 
ly combatant role. 

But only just. It is significant that a 
month after the first motorcycle evalua¬ 
tion tests were started in the Republic, 
United States Military Command began 
its own two-wheeled program. Tests were 
conducted by the First Cavalry Division at 
Fort Hood, supported by CDC Infantry 
Agency at the famous Special Forces 
training establishment at Fort Benning, 
North Carolina. 

Like the South Africans, the Americans 
are reported to be happy with preliminary 
results of their tests; the Vietnam War 
ended before they were able to deploy 
their military motorcycle combat elements 
for real. 


Instructors attached to the South West 
African specialist units maintain that 
while they favor applicants who have ex¬ 
perience in motocross or off-road motor¬ 
cycle riding, this is not an essential aspect 
of a man’s ability. 

“We can train a man from scratch, but 
obviously, if a fellow has been spending 
every weekend for the past year racing at 
Saringa Spa, he is going to have an edge 
on anyone who prefers to spend his free 
time on the golf course. It’s as simple as 
that,” says a unit NCO who has been with 
the unit on all its operational ventures to 
date. 

“We want aggression — a man 
has got to be aggressive.. 

The one characteristic he and others in 
charge looked for in drivers was perse- 
verence, “We also want aggression — a 
man has got to be aggressive if he’s going 
to survive in this game.*’ 


“Put it this way,’’ the NCO said. “This 
is about the toughest course of this type 
there is. We had 400 applicants enter the 
unit last year, but only 40 were successful. 
Most aspiring bike riders fell out because 
the going was too tough. They just 
weren’t up to it.’’ 

Those who have survived the course 
come from all corners of South Africa. 
Cpl. Pieter Olivier was born and brought 
up on a Kalahari farm; Rfn. Bruce Allen 
comes from Cape Town, as does his 
friend and associate Peter Holt of Fish 
Hoek. Another of their buddies, Ian 
Grant, is an Empangeni resident, while 
Cpl. Hans Duvenhage is from Krugers- 
dorp. The men are about equally divided 
between English and Afrikaans speakers. 

Conditions to which the motorcycle 
unit is subjected can be awesome to the 
uninitiated. 

A three-day bike ride across some of the 
most difficult bush country in Africa, on 
the move from sunrise to sunset, is the 



Bikers are intimately familiar with their machines, capable of feats world-class moto riders would admire. 
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TOP RIGHT: “Boys on their bikes” on patrol. High mobility strikes fear into SWAPO terrs. BOT¬ 
TOM LEFT: Troops react instantly to hostile fire. Like horse cavalry of bygone days, soldiers 
use mounts for cover. BOTTOM RIGHT: Maintenance is critical part of bike ops. Riders are 
responsible for own bike’s upkeep. 
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norm while on full operations. And the 
men are expected to move! Just before I 
arrived at the Specialist Unit HQ, a 
detachment had covered 760 kilometers in 
less than three days, most of it across the 
sandy, thorn-tree-speckled Ovamboland 
terrain. 

‘The bush can get thick,*’ recalls the 
sergeant. “It’s nothing to have a man 
pulled off his machine by a thorn tree 
branch.’’ 


*‘Minor injuries are part of the 
game.” 


Luckily most injuries are not serious — 
mainly broken and dislocated collar bones 
— and some head injuries now and again 
that require a few stitches. “But that’s all 
part of the game,” says this little man 
with the kind of military moustache that 
intimidates most novices. 

The sergeant admits one of the biggest 
problems in any extended operation is ex¬ 
haustion among his men. 


ABOVE: South African forces rely on locals for information and their bikes for cover when 
operating in SWAPO areas. BELOW: South African bike soldier, armed with FN-launched 
white-phosphorous rifle grenade, watches for enemy movement. 
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“The body takes tremendous punish¬ 
ment and it has not been unusual to find 
fellows arriving at a temporary base and 
simply collapsing next to their bikes the 
moment they’ve dismounted. I usually 
leave them to sleep — they’ll eat when 
they need to,” he says. 

Training follows a specific pattern after 
basics have been completed. 

Riders are first put through a platoon 
weapons-training course with emphasis on 
conventional warfare. They are then 
taught motorcycle dirving and mainten¬ 
ance care, after which each candidate is 
expected to cope with essential mainten¬ 
ance of his machine. 

Training in counter-insurgency warfare 
follows — first back at base and then in 
the operational area — under simulated 
battle conditions, using live ammunition, 
a month on foot as normal infantry, then 
a fortnight on the machine. 

“Take it from me they’re good 
— only the toughest survive the 
course.’’ 

The sergeant says, “By the time that lot 
is finished, you’ve produced an ac¬ 
complished motorized fighter. You can 
take it from me they’re good, because on¬ 
ly the toughest survive the entire course!’ 

Most of the Specialist Unit motorcycl¬ 
ists to whom I spoke admitted that one of 
the attractions of the unit was that no two 
days were ever quite the same. 

“There is always something different, 
whether it is getting ourselves involved in 
follow-up operations, being deployed as a 
cut-off group, or even a reaction force, or 
perhaps being leapfrogged into a forward 
tracking position,’’ said Cpl. Lonnie 
Leschger of Randburg. 

Sometimes the men also work as con¬ 
tact patrols, and here their role can be 
delivering anything from a set of opera¬ 
tional maps or a new set of batteries to a 
forward commander hot on the track of a 
terrorist gang. Most times, though, the 
unit works closely with specialized track¬ 
ers atached to SWA Specialist Unit whose 
job it is to find a trail and keep on it to the 
point where a contact is made. 

The sergeant is pleased at one recent 
development. “We’ve learned to work 
very closely with the air force. And that’s 
important when some of the boys have 
come under direct fire. 

“It’s comforting to know that if a man 
is hit, it takes only seven minutes from the 
time he is wounded to lift-off by 
chopper.’’ 



THE AMERICAN VERSION 


Rapid deployment versatility marks the 
U.S. Army’s approach to motorcycle 
combat. 

The 4th Squadron, 9th Cav, at Ft. 
Hood, Texas, usually employs its bikes in 
two-man reconnaissance teams, support¬ 
ed by helicopters. The bikes are strapped 
to racks mounted on the sides of UH-IH 
Hueys and ferried to a location near the 
recon area, where the team unloads its 
machines (a 30-second operation) and em¬ 
barks on patrol. Armed with M-16s and 
equipped with PRC-77 radios mounted on 
the front forks, the bikers report on 
enemy presence and movements, secure 
landing zones, and direct unit attack 
choppers to their targets. When the mis¬ 
sion is completed, the team returns to the 
insertion helicopter, and flies back to the 
main unit area. 

Recon platoon sergeant Greg Fitzhugh 
explained, “We use the bikes because they 
are an asset to us in an air combat unit. 
The bikes are quick, quiet, maneuverable 
and adaptable to terrain and weather.” 

Indeed, the motorcycle teams give the 
4/9th Cav an all-weather reconnaissance 
capability, for the bikes can operate in 
weather conditions that prevent aerial 
observation or keep aircraft on the 
ground. In addition to their primary mis¬ 
sion of reconnaissance, the versatile teams 
are also used as convoy scout escorts, 
messengers, and forward observers. 

Training for the unit is tough. Like 
their South African counterparts, riders 
go through rigorous cross-country riding 
to familiarize themselves with their ma¬ 
chines and the terrain they’ll be operating 


in. That completed, training centers on 
recon technique and other missions useful 
to the unit. 

There are support personnel who assist 
the riders in caring for their machines, but 
the primary responsibility for mainten¬ 
ance falls on the bikers themselves. 

“We are very picky about who we 
choose to ride. We want a biker who is 
already experienced in riding and repair¬ 
ing,” says Fitzhugh. For that reason, the 
unit is short of riders, but the platoon 
sergeant doesn’t see any lowering of stan¬ 
dards to ease the shortage. 

“We don’t want any wild men on these 
bikes,” he says. 

The motorcycle unit has other prob¬ 
lems. The stock Suzuki TS 185s used by 
the recon teams are nearly 10 years old, 
and they break a lot these days. They’re 
also underpowered — as a result, some 
kinds of terrain are difficult to operate in 
effectively. 

Another problem is parts availability. 
In typical fashion, the Army has neglected 
to include motorcycle parts in its inven¬ 
tory, so the unit must purchase its parts 
from a local motorcycle shop. 

The total picture is promising, though. 
Motorcycle patrols have proven to be a 
valuable asset to the cav units they operate 
with. The bikes have been very effective in 
reconnaissance and other missions during 
training exercises. However, unlike their 
South African brethren, the ultimate test 
of effectiveness still awaits them. 

— Robin Heid 
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men who have enlisted, it is their last few 
days before reporting. One of the men, 
Steven (John Savage), marries his preg¬ 
nant girlfriend in a Russian Orthodox 
ceremony followed by a combination 
wedding-farewell party. The scene is 
“middle America*’ complete with the 
angelic faces of the church choir. 

It is a time-of-innocence. Innocence 
before the coming of age in war. During 
the party Steven and his bride drink wine 
from a chalice from which two blood red 
drops fall onto her white wedding gown. 
It is the first hint of what’s to come. 

The innocence is sharply contrasted 
when a Special Forces buck sergeant en¬ 
ters the building where the party is being 
held, watches the proceedings disdainfully 
and heads for the bar. Here the three 
Vietnam-bound friends, Steven, Michael 
(Robert De Niro) and Nick (Christopher 
Walken, who won an Oscar for best sup¬ 
porting actor) spot him. 

“Look, a Green Beret!’’ one of them 
exclaims as they order the bartender to 
give him a drink. They pepper the combat 
veteran with questions. 

“What’s it like to be shot at?’’ 

The sergeant raises his shot glass in 
front of him, says, “Fuck it!” and drinks. 

“We’re going Airborne,” one says. 

Again, “Fuck it!” is the only response, 
response. 

The three friends retreat to the other 
side of the bar somewhat unnerved by the 
response. They taunt him cautiously. He 
turns and gives them a hard-bitten sar¬ 
donic smile. 

It is a good scene. It is not an anti-war 
scene, but shows the contrast between one 
who has been there and one who has not. 

Unfortunately, it is marred by the uni¬ 
form. In a film that cost about 12 million 
dollars, it is difficult to understand how 
Hollywood could conjure up a uniform 
with a Special Forces combat patch, a 


Michael Cimino, who won an Oscar for 
directing The Deer Hunter, says his film is 
not about the Vietnam war, but about 
“friendship and courage and what hap¬ 
pens to these qualities under stress.” The 
war, and it could be any war, Cimino 
says, provides that stress. The war scenes 
are not meant to be totally accurate, and 
unfortunately they are not. Cimino was a 
medic attached to a Special Forces unit 
training at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 

The film’s first hour drags somewhat as 
it establishes the friendship and lifestyle of 
five men, all of Russian extraction, as they 
work together in a steel mill, drink in the 
local gin mill, and hunt deer in the nearby 
Allegheny hills. 

It is the fall of 1968, and for three of the 


It won the Academy Award for the best 
picture, but The Deer Hunter cannot be 
called an enjoyable film. Yet it is power¬ 
ful, moving and at times terrifying, and 
will leave any viewer — Vietnam veteran 
or not — stunned at the end. 

It is worth seeing. But first a word of 
caution. There is a lot of Hollywood in 
The Deer Hunter and if you can’t 
overlook it you’ll be disappointed. 

Forget about HE rockets that explode 
like Hollywood napalm and M-16s on full 
auto that sound as slow as M-60s. Forget 
about the beards, longish hair, and un¬ 
guarded communist camps in full view 
from the air. The list of military inaccur¬ 
acies is endless. So accept it as Hollywood 
— if you can. 
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101st Airborne Division unit patch and a 
green beret! Sure, it can be overlooked, 
but when Michael returns from Vietnam 
we see the same uniform — 101st unit 
patch with a green beret. 

The only explanation, other than plain 
ignorance, is the use of the eagle as a sym¬ 
bol of America. It is the Eagle Super¬ 
market where Nick’s girlfriend works, it is 
an eagle embossed on the sling of Mi¬ 
chael’s hunting rifle and an eagle on the 
back of the group’s bowling shirts. 

While Steven goes off with his bride, 
the other four friends head to the moun¬ 
tains to hunt deer. On the way, they drink 
beer and sing the 11th Airborne Division’s 
song, “Down From Heaven.” During the 
hunt, Michael emerges as the leader, 
showing the traits that will later help Nick 
and Steven escape from a prisoner-of-war 
camp. 

Michael insists that a deer should be 
taken with one shot (two’s pussy). He 
sticks by his code and takes his deer as 
religious hymns play in the background, 
reinforcing the sanctity of hunting in 
American life. The hunt is supposed to 
take place in the Allegheny hills. But these 
are no Appalachian Mountains — the 
scene was actually filmed on Mt. Baker, 
Washington. 

The successful hunters return to the gin 
mill and a moment of introspection. The 
last fling is over, tomorrow the three leave 
for the Army. 

The scene now shifts to Vietnam. It is 
two years later. A Special Forces patrol in 
a Viet village is being reinforced by chop¬ 
per with a unit of the 101st Airborne. 
Gunships blast the village. Michael, with 
the SF patrol, is reunited with Nick and 
Steven from the 101st. 

There are some good touches here ... a 
North Vietnamese officer drops a Chicom 
grenade into a bunker filled with villagers 
before he is seared by a flame thrower ... 
pigs root through chunks of burned flesh. 

The NVA counterattacks. The friends 
are captured and taken to a riverside 
POW camp. From their cage in the water 
beneath the hut they watch other prison¬ 
ers blowing their own brains out in a forc¬ 
ed game of Russian roulette. Fear builds 
as they await their turn. Steven cracks 
first; Michael tries to hold him together. 

The scenes are grisly. Blood spurts from 
head wounds and rains down into the 
water beside them. Rats gnaw on a pile of 
bodies lying in the water near the hut. 

The guards place their bets on who will 
be the first to die as they surround the 
players with AK-47s and drink “liberat¬ 
ed” Miller’s beer. A pile of wristwatches 
and other valuables builds on the table; 
one guard wears two watches. The head 
torturer, apparently a Viet Cong in a force 
of NVA, yells “Mau, Mau!” for the 
roulette players to hurry and put the pistol 
to their heads. He later takes a round be¬ 
tween the eyes when the three escape. 

It would have been hardly imaginable 



just a few years ago for an American film 
to depict the Vietnamese communists as 
torturers. But these scenes do this very 
powerfully. 

One reason is the contribution of Ric¬ 
hard Dioguardi, the film’s military ad¬ 
visor, who joined the film crew in Thai¬ 
land for the final shooting. Dioguardi is 
an ex-Special Forces trooper, who tells of 
being captured on a sterile operation in 
Laos. He later escaped to Thailand. Dio¬ 
guardi helped set up the torture and es¬ 
cape scenes and he says it was a heavy ex¬ 
perience to relive. “It was like my release, 
with all my emotions coming out. I want¬ 
ed to bring these feelings out at a gut 
level,*’ he says. 

There is no doubt that he did. Even a 
liberal New York City audience started 
murmuring, “Bastards!” And it was these 
scenes that caused the Soviet Union, fol¬ 
lowed by Cuba, Hungary, Czechoslova¬ 
kia, and East Germany to withdraw from 
the West Berlin Film Festival last 
February. The head of the Soviet delega¬ 
tion called the scenes an “insult to the 
heroic people of Vietnam.” 

The prisoner-of-war and escape scenes 
were shot on the River Kwai in north- 
central Thailand, while Thai military 
police guarded the film crew from guer¬ 
rilla attack. Thai pilots also flew the chop¬ 
pers, and Thais, who of course don’t look 
much like Viets, played most of the Viet¬ 
namese parts. 

During the escape Nick is pulled aboard 
a rescue chopper as both Michael and a 
badly injured Steven fall from the skids 
into the river. Both De Niro and Savage 
made their own jumps — 15 in two days 
— until the scene was right. 

Nick, scarred mentally from his ordeal, 
is released from the psychiatric ward of 
the Saigon hospital. For effect, and with¬ 
out regard for reality, Hollywood conven¬ 
iently placed full body bags and stacks of 
metal transfer caskets on the front lawn in 
full view of the patients. 

After a scene on Tu Do Street — actual¬ 
ly filmed on Patpong Road, Bangkok’s 
“Street of a Thousand Pleasures” — Nick 
runs into another Russian roulette game, 
only this time complete with a decadent 
Frenchman and Chinese gamblers. 

Michael returns home alone from Viet¬ 
nam believing his friends are dead. When 
he sees a welcome home party waiting for 
him, he orders the cab driver to keep go¬ 
ing down the road to a motel. Here he 
squats Vietnamese style in his room and 
thinks. There is no joy in his return. If 
anything there is a sense of loss, a let¬ 
down, a feeling of not belonging to the 
life he once left behind. Though sane, 
unlike Nick, and physically whole, unlike 
Steven, the bemedaled Michael has chang¬ 
ed also: 

“I feel a lot of distance,” he says. “I 
feel far away.” It was a return that was 
familiar. 

Continued on page 79 
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Hospital at Rorke’s Drift, scene of heavy hand*to-hand combat. Oscarberg Ter¬ 
races rise behind building. 


Of all those that have marched 
through the pages of history, only the 
British colonial army could have suf-. 
fered one of its greatest defeats and 
perhaps its most inspiring victory in the 
same week and only three miles apart. 

But that was how the British did it in 
the 19th century, with flair and splen¬ 
dor, whether it was stunning tragedy or 
splendid triumph. A major reason for 
this was the fact that the skill and 
courage of the British Tommy and his 
junior officers (subalterns as.they were 
called) were frequently matched only by 
the arrogance and stupidity of their 
senior leaders. 

Magnificent illustrations of both were 
the battles of Isandlhwana and Rorke*s 
Drift fought 100 years ago in January of 
1879 on the grassy, sun-drenched plains 
of Natal Province, British South Africa. 
The former remains one of the glorious 
disasters and the latter among the most 
shining examples of courage, discipline, 
and determination in the face of over¬ 
whelming odds ever recorded in the an¬ 
nals of the British army of the colonial 
era. 

Those were the days when Britannia 
ruled the seas — and a good bit of the 


land — in an empire that reached from 
the Arctic to the equator. 

As Rudyard Kipling warned: 

“Walk Wide ’O the Widow of 
Windsor [Queen Victoria] 

For ’aff ’O Creation She Owns 
We *ave Bought Her the Same 
With the Sword and the Flame 
And We’ve Salted it Down 

With Our Bones 

Poor Beggars, It’s Blue With Our 

Bones.” 

What the British proposed to buy with 
the sword in 1879 around a rocky crag 
named Isandlhwana was a large chunk 
of southeastern Africa known as 
Zululand after its inhabitants, the most 
warlike tribe in all Africa. The British 
thought the existence of a 40,000-strong 
Zulu army posed a serious threat to 
English interests in the area. And so it 
did, because the Zulus were every bit as 
interested in extending their influence 
and obtaining land as were the British. 

If the Zulu chief, Cetshwayo (pronounc¬ 
ed Kesh-wya), had ever met British 
Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli, they 
would have understood one another 
perfectly. 


In this case, Disraeli moved first. He 
instructed British High Commissioner Sir 
Bartle Frere in Capetown to create an 
incident, capitalize on it and subdue Cet¬ 
shwayo’s legions. British diplomats were 
cast from much the same mold as British 
generals and there was one thing at 
which both excelled — initiating colonial 
wars. Frere upheld the tradition. It all 
had to be done with dispatch, during the 
summer, because the British forces were 
dependent on fresh veldt grass for their 
cavalry and artillery horses and draft 
animals. 

Frere immediately demanded that the 
Zulu chief disband his army and in¬ 
stitute a number of revisions in the Zulu 
way of life — and he gave Cetshwayo 
just 30 days in which to obey. Cet¬ 
shwayo ignored the unrealistic demand, 
as Frere knew he would, and one day 
after the ultimatum expired on 10 
January 1879, an English expeditionary 
force set out for Zululand. 

It was commanded by Lt. Gen. Fred¬ 
erick A. Thesiger, the second Baron of 
Chelmsford (British nobles dropped 
their given names and called themselves 
after their titles, so he was addressed as 
Sir Chelmsford). Chelmsford headed a 
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Front and back of medal issued to commemorate Zulu war. 


three-pronged invasion, leading the main 
central column of 1,800 British Redcoats 
and 2,600 black troops of the Natal 
Native Infantry. The latter thirsted for 
revenge on the fierce Zulus who had 
long terrorized them and generations of 
their ancestors. 

Had Chelmsford maintained this for¬ 
mation, all might have gone well for the 
British army that fine, warm January 
(summer in that part of Africa). But 
he didn’t. Chelmsford did something 
many another military commander has 
lived — or died — to regret. He split his 
force in the face of a determined, 
skillful enemy. And unseen eyes of this 
enemy observed him closely. 

On the morning of 22 January, 
Chelmsford decided to establish a base 
camp of somewhat less than half his col¬ 
umn and move out with the larger body 
in search, he thought, of the Zulus. By 
this time he had small columns, recon¬ 
naissance parties, and detachments scat¬ 
tered over a large section of Zululand, in 
violation of all military doctrine. But 
Chelmsford, like many of his peers, was 
contemptuous of native armies. He 
shouldn’t have been of the Zulus. For 
they had something that few native 
forces of the era did: iron discipline and 
the ability to move troops in maneuver 
formation just as smartly as a parade of 
the Coldstream Guards at Buckingham 
Palace. 



Sphinx-shaped butte Isandhiwana, scene of first battle. Monuments to fallen mark foreground. 
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The Zulu army and its tactics had 
been molded years before by the first 
great Zulu warrior chief, Shaka. How he 
came to realize the value of discipline 
and maneuver, no one knows. But he 
did, and so well that African historians 
call him the “Black Napoleon.” The 
Zulus were disciplined with a ferocity 
that would have been envied by a 
Marine DI of the 1940s and copied by a 
Foreign Legion adjutant of the 1920s, 
had he known of it. 

Shaka employed some novel training 
techniques. For example, it is recorded 
that in order to test the dedication of his 
troops, he would march a unit smartly 
to the edge of a cliff before giving a halt 
or rear-march command. And from time 
to time, he would not issue that order. 
The troops obediently marched over the 
side to their deaths because they were 
aware that a far more painful fate 
awaited them than crashing to the earth 
below had they balked. 

Cetshwayo was two generations 
removed from Shaka but Zulu military 
quality had not eroded. And Shaka’s 
successors had honed to fine precision 
his “Buffalo Horn” formation. It had 
crushed every previous foe and the 
British soon were to become painfully 
aware of it. 

All this awaited Chelmsford but still 
he marched confidently off. It’s easy to 
imagine him, ruddy cheeked, flaring 
moustache and spade beard, muttering, 
“Hrumph, hrumph, no bloody lot of 
savages is going to intimidate Her Ma¬ 
jesty’s Forces.” 

Supreme in his ignorance, Chelmsford 
marched directly away from the enemy. 
Behind, he left the 24th Regiment of 
Foot (Welsh) less a detached company at 
a little mission station called Rorke’s 
Drift, three miles away across the nearby 
Buffalo River. About half of the Natal 
Native Infantry also remained, as did a 
few auxilliary units of regulars attached 
to the 24th. 

Up to this point, Chelmsford had 
committed almost every military blunder 
possible (not even many American gen¬ 
erals have been able to equal his inep¬ 
titude). But perhaps worst was ignoring 
advice pressed on him by a number of 
experienced Zulu fighters accompanying 
the column. These were civilian Boer or 
Afrikaner scouts, men of German, 

Dutch, and French descent whose 
families had lived in southern Africa for 
generations. 

Among them was Paul Krueger, later 
to lead his people in the Boer War. 
Krueger first tried to convince 
Chelmsford of the folly of dividing his 
force and, failing in that, sought to per¬ 
suade him to leave the remaining body 
of troops in Laager, protected by a ring 
of their wagons, much like American 
settlers warding off Indian attacks at the 
same time half a world away. 




ABOVE: Bodies of Lieutenants Melvlll and Coghfll, kilted trying to save Queen’s colors, 
discovered after battle. Painting is slightly inaccurate, as bodies were found three months 
after fighting. BELOW: Reiics of battle — musket ball and portions of metal straps which 
prevented Brits from opening ammo cases. 

But Chelmsford chose to ignore the 
advice and marched off at 0400 hours 
on the 22nd. The rest of the central col¬ 
umn rested in the lee of Isandlhwana, 
which has been variously described as 
resembling a sphinx or a male lion 
drowsing in the sun. There was the usual 
stir of troops in the field, readying for 
another day of campaigning. Men check¬ 
ed weapons, grumbled as they burnt 
their lips on hot metal coffee cups; 
horses snorted in the pre-dawn chill. Of¬ 
ficers murmured commands and 
sergeants bellowed them. 

Lieutenant Colonels H.B. Pulleine and 
A.W. Durnford were in command. 

Two miles away, 22,000 Zulu warriors 
in full battle plumage squatted patiently 
on their haunches, waiting for the 












following dawn because their witch doc¬ 
tors had advised against battle on this 
day, saying the signs were not right. 
Shamans had anticipated a total eclipse 
of the sun which did occur later in the 
day and cast an eerie pall over the scene. 

At midday, a British horseman, out 
on routine patrol, trotted his mount over 
to the edge of a wide ravine. Peering 
over the rim, he was astounded to see 
the silent Zulu host staring back at him. 
The cavalry trooper wheeled his animal 
and galloped off to warn his comrades. 

Zulu officers knew perfectly well they 
had been compromised and there was no 
question now of waiting for a better day 
to fight. Overruling the witch doctors, 
they barked harsh, guttural commands 
and the mass of Zulu warriors rose and 
poured over the gully’s rim. Out on the 
plateau, they paused just long enough to 
assemble into their “Buffalo Horn” for¬ 
mation, main body of men in the center 
but with strong, curving right and left 
wings to outflank the enemy. Forming 
took only a matter of minutes for these 
practiced troops and then they came 
pouring across the plain with a 
thunderous roar of voices and pounding 
of bare feet on the grassy plain. 

Alerted in time, the British regiment 
and attached forces moved into a British 
Square — the formation which had im¬ 
posed their will upon virtually every 
enemy encountered, just as had the 
Zulus with their Buffalo Horn. 

These men from Wales of the 24th 
Regiment had left the grimy coal mines 
of their valleys and the wretched slums 
of Cardiff and Swansea to find a better 
life in the army. And to a certain extent, 
they had ^ it was a harsh and deman¬ 
ding life, but an honest one. Queen Vic¬ 
toria fed them and clothed them and 
paid them enough to enjoy a few beers 
on payday. Now it had come time to 
stand up to their end of the bargain. 

And they did so, without flinching. They 
were tough and experienced, having only 
recently been transferred to Natal from 
the eastern border of Cape Colony upon 
conclusion of the ninth (and last) border 
war. Hordes of savages were not likely 
to frighten them as they stood rank 
upon rank, Martini-Henry single-shot 
rifles at the ready, awaiting the com¬ 
mand: “Present Arms” and'fire. 

Indeed, so accurate and devastating 
were volleys from the .455 caliber wea¬ 
pons, that briefly the Zulu onslaught 
wavered and might possibly have 
broken, but British ammunition pouches 
had been emptied, and then came the 
turning point of the Battle of 
Isandlhwana. 

The British army had recently begun 
packing its ammunition in new cases 
which required a special screwdriver to 
open. These screwdrivers were in short 
supply and as men pried with bayonets 
at metal straps clasping the cases, Zulu 


spears called assegais began falling 
among the ranks, inflicting casualties. 

Some quartermaster sergeants, up¬ 
holding the finest traditions of bone- 
headedness peculiar to that calling, re¬ 
fused to open the cases and distribute 
ammunition without a signed chit from 
an officer. Ultimately they paid for this 
folly with their lives, but so did most of 
their colleagues. And then 22,000 
assegais collided with 2,000 bayonets. As 
a survivor wrote later: 

“And now, from end to end of the 
long Zulu line, rose a hoarse, ferocious 
cry like the roar of savage animals 
pouncing on their prey. At that dreadful 
sound, the native levies blenched and 
fled. After them sprang the Zulus.” 






Monument on site of British square at Battle of 
Ulundi. 


The troops of the Natal Native 
Infantry were not cowards and they had 
had a taste of British training. But 
generations of living in fear af the.Zulus 
had ingrained in them an indefinable 
dread. In a flash, the Zulus poured 
through the open gap and quickly 
outflanked the British companies on 
either side. Some 10,000 warriors burst 
into the square and the battle 
deteriorated into a chaotic melee. 

English soldiers reformed into small 
squares and fought on, their thinning 
ranks filled by drummer boys, buglers, 
cooks, clerks, and Boer civilians, many 
of them picking up rifles of the dead. 


The individual squares constantly re¬ 
formed, growing smaller as they did. 
When the last bullet was fired, the 
soldiers defended themselves so well with 
the bayonet that the Zulus abandoned 
hand-to-hand tactics and hurled their 
assegais like javelins although they 
preferred using them as pikes. 

Colonel Pulleine rallied a group of 
men and died with them near the camp 
center — a monument marks the spot 
now. Colonel Durnford and a small 
party fought their last stand on a small 
knoll — when found months later, their 
skeletons were surrounded by hundreds 
of dead Zulus. 

Lieutenant T. Melvill made a gallant 
effort to snatch the Queen’s colors from 
the Zulus and briefly succeeded but was 
surrounded by others. A friend, 
Lieutenant N.J. Coghill, tried to cut his 
way in to help Melvill but both were 
killed. 

A huge Welsh sergeant major wielding 
a saber killed more than 20 Zulus before 
himself going down, pierced by an as¬ 
segai. A captain named Younghusband 
was the last officer to die with a handful 
of men from the 24th on a rocky shelf 
of Isandlhwana. 

The carnage lasted only an hour and a 
half and at the end of it, 858 British 
officers and men, 471 soldiers of the 
Natal Native Infantry, 37 dvilians — 
and more than 3,000 Zulus lay dead on 
the ground. The 24fh Regiment alone 
lost 21 officers and 581 men. 

Only 55 white men and about 200 
native troops survived Isandlhwana, 
hiding in the bush or fleeing successfully 
across the Buffalo River. A few of them 
reached Rorke’s Drift where they alerted 
the garrison of eight officers and 133 
men commanded by Lieutenant John 
Chard. The company should have been 
stronger but 36 men were on the sick list 
in a small building of the mission station 
that had been converted into a hospital. 

Soon it would be Rorke’s Drift’s turn 
to confront hordes of brave black 
warriors. And young John Chard proved 
he was as able an officer as his general 
was incompetent. Unlike Chelmsford, 
Chard had enormous respect for the 
Zulu’s fighting capacity and set his men 
to building defensive breastworks of 
meal sacks and metal-lined biscuit boxes. 

Zulu generals, elated by their triumph 
at Isandlhwana, dispatched a 4,000-man 
Impi, or regiment, to deal with what re¬ 
mained of the 24th Regiment of Foot at 
Rorke’s Drift. They were not long in ar¬ 
riving and before the British were quite 
finished throwing up their breastworks, 
scouts came running from the hills 
shouting a warning still part of British 
army legend: “Here they come, black as 
hell and thick as grass.” 

The Zulu mass poured over the rolling 
hills with the same guttural roar that 
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preceded the disaster at Isandlhwana. 

The British in their white tropical pith 
helmets and red coats met them with 
volleys delivered alternately from one 
rank standing any one kneeling. Chard 
had long since opened all his ammuni¬ 
tion boxes and distributed extra car¬ 
tridges to his troopers. 

It was 4:30 p.m. and clouds of rifle 
smoke billowed, choking trooper and 
warrior alike and blotting out the sun 
overhead. 

Lieutenant Chard well knew that pure¬ 
ly defensive tactics would never serve to 
keep his command alive, so the British 
launched brief but powerful bayonet 
charges, pushing the Zulus away with 
thrust, parry, and buttstroke. 

Then, at a sharp command, the at¬ 
tacking British party halted. One rank 
delivered covering fire while another fell 
back through it and then that rank, re¬ 
loading on the move, turned about and 
fired another volley as the front file 
drifted back. Then it was quick march 
back behind the barricades. 

The British repeated this tactic several 
times throughout th^ day and much as 
the Welshmen must have hated to leave 
the protection of their meal sacks and 
biscuit boxes, they marched out each 
time without hesitation. It kept the 
Zulus out of the mission complex for 
several hours. 

Nevertheless, the Zulus finally pene¬ 
trated one of the station buildings — the 
hospital. They forced their way through 
windows and swarmed over the thatched 
roof, tearing off the thatching and drop¬ 
ping to the floor below as a doctor and 
medical aid men treated sick and wound¬ 
ed. 

Hand-to-hand fighting erupted inside 
the building but British training and 
weaponry prevailed. The soldiers fought 
by the book, just as they had endlessly 
practiced on the drill field: thrust, parry, 
buttstroke; load, fire; again and again. 
The intruding Zulus perished to the last 
man. Even while the fighting went on, 
medical personnel dragged sick and 
wounded from room to room, away 
from the combat. The penetration was 
crushed but the British now fell back to 
a final, last-stand defensive square and 
the battle closed on them — Zulus 
shield-to-shield, their short, sharp 
assegais thrusting, some dripping with 
blood. Troopers delivered fire in all 
directions from four tightly packed 
ranks and made bayonet counter-charges 
of a few feet. 

And suddenly the Zulu commander 
decided his men had done enough. At a 
command, the warriors receded and the 
battle sputtered out. It had raged for 12 
hours when the Zulus pulled away about 
daybreak. Weary troopers fell asleep as 
they drank from canteens. The sergeant 
major held roll call. 


Legend has it that before the Zulus 
left, they ranged themselves atop a com¬ 
manding hill and sang a war chant, not 
a dirge of defeat but song of praise for 
the bravery of their adversaries. By full 
daylight, the Zulus had vanished as 
though never there, except for heaps of 
dead left behind. The British did not 
make a complete count, but possibly 
half the attacking force perished. 

The British lost 17 men. 

The Zulu victory at Isandlhwana turn¬ 
ed out to be Pyrrhic and the British 
triumph at Rorke’s Drift prophetic. Five 
months later, Chelmsford returned to 
the area, brought Cetshwayo to bay at 
the Zulu capital of Ulundi and crushed 
them. 

If nothing else, Chelmsford had learn¬ 
ed caution. This time he employed 
30,000 soldiers and he kept them all 
together and in square. TTiat was more 
British fighting men than Wellington 
had at Waterloo. 

The Zulu War has a number of foot¬ 
notes, most of them beautifully ap¬ 
propriate. The British army bestowed 11 
Victoria Crosses, highest military award 
for heroism in the Empire, upon the 
Tommiys, noncoms and subalterns at 
Rorke's Drift — the most VCs ever 
given for a single engagement of the 
British army. Only two went to the men 
at Isandlhwana; Lieutenants Mellvill and 
Coghill got them for their effort to 
retrieve the Queen’s colors, (which were 
later found and are now in the Welsh 
regiment’s museum). The medals came 

posthumously, 28 years after. The 
British army neither punished nor even 
censured Chelmsford for his blunders 
but at least he was never again permitted 
to commJ»nd troops in the field, which 
may have saved the British further 
disasters. 

The 24th Regiment of Foot later be¬ 
came the South Wales Borderers and 
recently was again renamed: the Royal 
Welsh Regiment. It remains one of the 
most respected in the British army. 

And the British did one more thing 
which was so like them in their great 
days of empire. Stupidity. Arrogance. 
Bravery. Honor. Discipline. All those 
traits they bore in abundance and threw 
them around as though pennies to beg¬ 
gars. But they had one more which they 
did not hesitate to bestow when ap¬ 
propriate: magnaminity. For when they 
dedicated the Zulu War battlefields at 
Isandlhwana, Rorke’s Drift and Ulundi, 
they erected a tablet exactly on the spot 
where the huge British square stood at 
Ulundi. 

It does not celebrate the British vic¬ 
tory. It reads: 

In Memory of the Brave 
Warriors Who Fell Here 
In 1879 In Defense Of 
The Old Zulu Order 


BRAVERY’S REWARDS 

The Victoria Cross — Britain’s most 
coveted order — was created in 1856 by 
Queen Victoria shortly after one of the 
most famous confrontations in military 
history, the decisive battle of the Crim¬ 
ean War at Sevastopol. The Crimean 
War (1853-56), historically one of the 
bloodiest encounters ever, also gave us 
the legend of British bravery 
(Tennyson’s “Charge of the Light Brig¬ 
ade”), modem military medicine (Flor¬ 
ence Nightingale), several articles of new 
clothing — raglan sleeves (after Lord 
Raglan, one-armed commander of the 
British Crimean forces), the cardigan 
sweater (Earl of Cardigan, leader of the 
ill-fated Light Brigade), and the bala- 
klava (knit headgear named after the site 
of the charge). 

Indeed, the first bronze V.C.s were 
made from Russian cannon captured af¬ 
ter the British victory at Sevastopol in 
September 1855. When bronze supplies 
ran out, the Royal Mint substituted gun 
metal. The center of the medal, which 
has the form of a Maltese cross, contains 
a royal crown surmounted by the British 
heraldic lion. The scroll below is inscrib¬ 
ed FOR VALOUR. The reverse side car¬ 
ries name and rank of the recipient and 
name and date of the action in which the 
honor was won. 

The V.C. is similar to this country’s 
highest honor, the U.S. Congressional 
Medal of Honor. The C.M.H. was first 
awarded in 1861 during America’s 
bloodiest confrontation, the Civil War. 
Both medals are given for heroism in 
combat, i.e., bravery above and beyond 
the call of duty, in the presence of the 
enemy, but more than 50 percent are 
posthumous. For the British, the V.C. 
brings with it a tax-free annuity of ap¬ 
proximately $200. Americans get $200 a 
month, starting with receipt of the 
award. 

The differences between the two med¬ 
als are quite interesting. The U.S. 
M.O.H. has three designs: one each for 
the Army, Navy, and Air Force, There is 
only one Victoria Cross. Indeed, anyone 
receiving the Victoria Cross may dis¬ 
tinguish his name by writing V.C. after 
it. The C.M.H. can only be awarded to 
persons serving in the U.S. armed 
forces. The V.C. goes to military, civil¬ 
ians, men or women, although no 
woman has received it. V.C.s are few 
and far between: since 1856 only 1,351 
have been awarded, only nine since WW 
II. The C.M.H. lists 3,435 holders. 

The V.C. is held in such high esteem 
that a single medal has brought between 
$15,000 and $20,000 on the London auc¬ 
tion blocks. — S. Nielsen 
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X HE World Practical Pistol Cham- 
pionships will be held in South Africa in 
September 1979, at Roodepoort near Jo¬ 
hannesburg. Teams from countries 
throughout the world — including Bel¬ 
gium, Canada, Holland, Brazil, Sweden, 
the Philippines, Finland, U.S.A., South 
Africa, Norway, Great Britain, Australia, 
Austria and France — will be gathering to 
see if they can beat the Rhodesians, the 
current world champions. Some 200 com¬ 
petitors will be on the line vying for in¬ 
dividual and team honors. 

The range is magnificent. South 
Africa’s Department of Sport is standing 
behind the South African Association. 
Nearly $200,000 is earmarked for im¬ 
provements and courses. There is even an 
old ghost town that will be used for a sort 
of “Hogan’s Alley.” 

Two new South African shooters, Jim¬ 
my van Zorgenfrei and Gavin Carson, will 
be hard to beat in September. Van Zor¬ 
genfrei is a man of steel and speed. Draw¬ 
ing and shooting in 1 Vi seconds at seven 
meters, he has put a whole magazine 
(seven shots) in the target. His strength in 
hands and arms makes the Colt .45 appear 
recoilless. Gavin Carson is another fish 
altogether. A graduate of the ISU dis¬ 
ciplines to combat, he is the man of preci¬ 
sion. In a recent league shoot, he scored 


252 out of a possible 260, and some of 
these standard, exercises contained 
shooting with weak hand at 20 meters and 
shooting a string of six at 40 meters stand¬ 
ing. 

Why have the South Africans improved 
so much? First, the sport has never been 
so popular. In the Transvaal (the province 
where Johannesburg is the main popula¬ 
tion center) there are more than 300 com¬ 
petitors in a league which shoots once a 
month. So II times a year (no league 
match in December), at least 300 people 
shoot an identical course at their own 
clubs. The results are fed into a computer 
and each month, clubs receive a print-out. 
This scheme has created the enthusiasm 
that makes folks practice and practice. It 
is divided into sections A, B, C, D and 
open, and prizes are given at the end of 
the year. Each club shoots every weekend 
and it is not uncommon for an ambitious 
shooter to shoot more than 1,000 rounds a 
month. Interprovincial competitions are 
also held and shoots between various 
clubs are common. All this makes for a 
healthy combat scene and the results 
show. 

Interest is also maintained by the wide 
variety of courses shot. The average club 
has turning targets, running men, bar¬ 
ricades and the equipment to vary 


courses. Although standard exercises are 
always there, most people prefer the 
assault courses, jungle lanes and speed 
shoots. 

A South African magazine asked Jeff 
Cooper if the strength of southern 
African shooters was because of the 
political and terrorist situation and he 
replied that he didn 7 think so. If fear and 
danger drove a man to become proficient 
with a handgun, then surely the best 
shooters would come from New York and 
Ireland, He thought that the history of 
fine marksmanship was the more likely 
reason for the Rhodesians* success. 


The South Africans have as good a 
record as the Rhodesians in marks¬ 
manship and the country is steeped in 
tales of marksmanship from Boer War 
days. South Africa has been a nation of 
shooters since 1652 and it shows. Most 
people own guns and know how to use 
them. In spite of the embargo against sup¬ 
plying weapons to South Africa, most 
guns are available — albeit at highly in¬ 
flated prices. A Colt Government Mk IV 
sells for around $650 and a Gold Cup for 
$800. Caliber .45 primed brass is $25 a 
hundred and primers $25 a thousand. De¬ 
spite this, the sport is flourishing. 
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Johannesburg and its satellite towns, 
Randburg and Sandton, boast more than 
10 clubs and any South African town of a 
decent size has a range. The South Afri¬ 
can police, who approve gun license ap¬ 
plications, are behind the clubs and prefer 
gun owners to join a club where they will 
learn to use their weapons correctly and 
safely. With all this, it is natural that the 
public is armed and capable. 

The South African arms industry is 
alive and well but South African-made 
handguns are conspicuous by their ab¬ 
sence. The Mamba, a huge stainless-steel 
9mm semi-auto, has still not appeared 
although it was announced 18 months 
ago, the only Mambas for sale being gold- 
plated presentation models. (See SOF, 
July ’78.) 

What has happened to the gun that was 
labeled “Simply the Best”? 

Rumor has it that the whole project has 
simply been “deep-sixed.” After more 
than a million dollars were poured into 
the project less than 100 production guns 
were produced. It is said a local South 
African magazine chose two by random 
choice and took them to a range. These 
simply didn’t work and after this the 
whole project was scrapped. 

Perhaps it was just as well, as a pre- 
production model showed that it was inac¬ 
curate to boot. Again, rumor has it that in 
tests against a Browning and a Czech* CZ 
75, the Mamba managed 24-inch groups 
at 50 meters, the Browning eight-inch 
groups and the CZ 2V'2-inch groups. The 
same rumor mongers have it that invest¬ 
ment casting of the barrel was a major 
stumbling block. Frankly, I think the pro¬ 
ducers simply chose not the “best” but 
the “worst.” Any questions about the 
fate of the Mamba are met with stony 
silence and so the South Africans may 
never be able to buy the largest 9mm in 
the world. 

The Lynx, a .357 magnum revolver, has 
been tested and should be on sale soon. 
The Republican, a .38 Special revolver 
similar to the S&W Model 36, is also due 
shortly. One other gun that has caused a 
, lot of interest is a 9mm 14-shot semi-auto 
dubbed the “Hawk” (see SOF, July ’79), 
developed by top shooter Mervyn Ullman. 
With a 3 1 / 2 -inch barrel and Browning-size 
magazine, it is the nicest looking and 
shooting weapon that this scribe has had 
the pleasure to point at a target. The pro¬ 
totype; after 18 months of hand work, is 
perhaps the finest 9mm in the world. It 
was considered by the makers of the 
Mamba but the charisma of stainless steel, 
new technology and the choice of .45 and 
9mm won. As it looks like the Mamba 
won’t see the light of day, perhaps the 
manufacturer is scared off handguns for 
good. 



Edith Almeida, leading woman in South African combat scene is also Springbok (having 
represented South Africa) ISU shooter. Her best score (553/600).in free pistol event might well 
be best ever by a woman. Here she shoots her way to 12th overall in Transvaal Championship, 
beating over 180 men In process. 



Like it? So do we-especially 
the removable shoulder stock 
and new vented barrel shroud. 
Not only does this new Ml 9-A 
look like it means business, 
but it shoots tike it, too! The 
patented, smooth-flow feed 
system pours on the power at 
the rate of 3,000 BBs per 
minute! Use it with compressed 
air or with convenient one- 
pound cans of Freon (available 
at auto, hardware and air- 
conditioning stores). Add real 
zip to this summer's shooting. 
By using the special coupon in 
this ad (and please fill it out 
correctly!) you'll receive at no 
extra cost the tubular shoulder 
stock, a $5 value. Acquire 
your I\/I19-A today and see 
why we say our new design for 
'79 is the best annihilator yet! 


Larc International, Dept SF-3 
Box 34W07 (2640SW28th Ln.) 

Miami, Florida 33134 
ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: The coupon 
is also your return mailing label—so please 
printwith ballpoint or use a typewrit¬ 
er. Cut out coupon, mail with check or mon¬ 
ey order for $36 (includes shipping, handling 
and postage), plus signed testimony as to age: 
/ AFFIRM I AM 18 OR OLDER (signed): 


SEND TO: please print 

Name:- 

Address:_ 


State:. 


Zip: 
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Built on new range at Roodepoort, scene of 1979 World Championships, course, over 100 
seconds In time, is assault shooting at its very best. Roodepoort’s new range at Cecil Payne 
Park has been constructed especially for World Championships. It’s fully grassed with five 

ranges and area suited for jungle lanes and house clearing exercises. Someone is missing out on a good thing 

because Mervyn Ullman*s 9mm is a world 
beater. Imagine a Browning HP with thin¬ 
ner grips, H/z-inch-less barrel length and 
neater lines with good sights and ambidex¬ 
trous safeties, and you have an idea of the 
Hawk. Ullman, who is a member of the 
South African team that beat Rhodesia, 
knows his guns and the Hawk shows it. 

Incidentally, Mervyn Ullman’s Combat 
Gun Shop is a leading Johannesburg gun 
shop where combat is talked all the time. 
He has a resident gunsmith who can help 
those whose favorite guns have given up 
the ghost. Coffee in the shop is mediocre, 
deserving a one-star rating at best. But it is 
a good place to do business. 

Ullman figures he needs $250,000 to go 
into production on the Hawk. Anyone in¬ 
terested in contacting him on this project 
can write care of Combat Gunshop, Shop 
4L Lister Building, Small Street between 
Jeppe and Bree Streets, Johannesburg 
2001, South Africa. 



...“THE 
POWER 
TO CLOUD 
MEN’S MINDS”... 


... or at least make an attacker 
change his mind!!! Stronger 
mace, more effective than tear gas, 

Chemical Shield® instantly and com* 
pletely incapacitates one or a number of 
attackers. Now—protection In your hand 
whenever you have your keys with you. Easily 
carried in the hand, this non-lethal weapon will 
send a stream of protection into an attacker’s 
face, causing unbearable agony. Floors of tears 
will stream up from his eyes. He will have diffi¬ 
culty breathing, double up, and be wholly i 
incapacitated. You can escape unharmed. ^ 


To Order 

Send $9,95 + $1.00 Postage to: 

SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P. O. BOX 28222 - SOF 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 
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Here are some hints for those of you 
planning to attend the World Practical 
Pistol Championships this month: 


Remember, your Hoag, Swenson or 
Pachmayr combat special is much in de¬ 
mand. Perhaps selling it in South Africa 
may be a way to help ease the costs of the 
trip. On arrival at Jan Smuts Airport, you 
will request to have a temporary import 
permit for all your guns filled in. On 
departure, this form will be checked 
against your guns that you take out. How¬ 
ever, if you take no guns out of South 
Africa you will have no permit to show — 
like any other tourist. Any guns sold in 
South Africa will have to have duty of 40 
percent paid against those values that are 
shown on your permit, as shown as you 
depart from the airport. If you don *t 
show a permit, who knows? 

A standard unmodified Colt Govern¬ 
ment is worth about $600 retail, $400 to a 
dealer. All a dealer needs is sight of your 
import permit and he can hand over the 
cash. To sell to a private individual re¬ 
quires a wait of about four weeks while his 
license is granted. A new Pachmayr Sign¬ 
ature model was offered recently at $3,000 
in one of Johannesburg's shops. Much in 
demand these days are military type .308 
and .223 rifles and all .45s. A Colt AR-15 
is worth about $550 to a dealer. 


I won’t second-guess the match results, 
although South Africa at this moment 
could make up two teams that may beat 
the world —• September should sort the 
men from the boys. All we know at this 
end is that South Africa will host what the 
Association hopes will be remembered as 
the best World Championships ever held. 
South African hospitality is world famous 
and we are sure that those that come will 
remember their stay with pleasure. 



THE DIRECTORY OF 
UNCONVENTIONAL WEAPONRY 
FOR PERSONAL USE 

A SOURCE LOCATOR 
REFERENCE MANUAL 
FOR 

UNUSUAL EQUIPMENT 
S5.00 


THE AGENCY 

P.O. BOX 76711 
ATLANTA. GA 30328 


siarLiGHT MiniriG certTer 

SPECIALISTS IN WEAPONS TRAINING 

Join the many who have improved their shooting skills. Learn from the pros how to 
handle firearms safely and proficiently in many and varied situations. Be able to see 
and fire the newest and most efficient weapons on the mkt. today. We offer courses 
ranging from basic firearms Instruction to high stress defensive combat shooting. 
Only the finest and most advanced equipment and techniques are used in our 
police anti-sniper program. Because of demand we now offer courses on survival 
weapons and their use, covering all aspects, from defending your retreat to living 
off the land. 

For brochure, send $1.00 to. 

starlight Training Center 

P.O. Box 855, Joplin, MO 64801 

or call 

417-781-3262 



Natchez® 

The Natchez® is a medium 
size combat knife built by 
hand to exacting standards 
of quality. The 4 inch blade 
is ground and finished by 
hand from 440-C stainless. 
The Micarta handle is fitted 
with brass double guard and 
brass rivets and lanyard hole 
liner. The sheath is made 
from the finest leather and 
is designed with a built-in 
steel retaining spring and a 
clip for boot or belt carry. 

$ 55.00 

Complete with sheath 



Argonaut® 

The Argonaut® with black 
Micarta handle and stainless 
steel mountings is designed 
for underwater use or any 
conditions which might be 
too corrosive for ordinary 
knives. Divers will find the 
serrated blade especially use¬ 
ful as will anyone who might 
need a highly specialized 
tool for escape and evasion 
tactics. The Argonaut® is 
furnished with an exclusive 
waterproof sheath and leg 
harness. 


$ 65.00 

Complete with sheath 


Write for our free color brochure 

BenchMark® 

A DIVISION OF lENKINS METAL CORPORATION 

P.O. Box 998-B Gastonia, N.C. 20052 
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Magazine Maintenance for Handguns 

by James E. Fender 


Semi-automatic pistols customized by 
Behlert, Clark, Hoag, Pachmayr, or any 
of the other excellent pistolsmiths now 
pl 5 dng their craft in America can cost the 
owner anything from 100 to 1,500 dollars, 
depending on whether the owner furnishes 
the basic firearm and the features he 
wishes. Yet, despite such features as ad¬ 
justable sights, finger grooves, double¬ 
action alterations, squared trigger guards, 
etc., any pistol can be disabled by a 
malfunctioning magazine which repre¬ 
sents only a minuscule fraction of the 
firearm’s cost. 

The modem pistol magazine is a simple 
metal housing which contains a spring. 
The term “clip,” which once referred ex¬ 
clusively to the slender metal strip from 
which cartridges are stripped into a maga¬ 
zine well, is now used interchangeably 
with magazine. The magazine does its job 
remarkably well, but a misfitted or 
malfunctioning magazine can render a 
thousand-dollar customized handgun 
completely useless. Yet, the pistol owner 
can cure 99 percent of his magazine- 
related problems and dramatically in¬ 
crease the reliability of his pistol-magazine 
combination. 

A pistol from a major manufacturer, 
just out of the box, can be expected to 
feed at least one type of ammunition reli¬ 
ably. Normally this will be a full metal- 
jacketed bullet with a well-rounded ogive. 
Wadcutter ammunition or ammunition 
loaded with sharply truncated bullets may 
or may not function. If a shooter is flush 
enough to have a pistol customized by a 
reputable pistolsmith he should specify 
the type of ammunition he will be using so 
that the feed ramp inside the frame and, if 
need be, the lower end of the barrel’s 
breech can be properly shaped. The prop¬ 
er “throating” of a feed ramp is a subject 
in itself and beyond the scope of this arti¬ 
cle. Suffice it to say, though, that a pistol 
“throated” for a full metal-jac^ted bul¬ 
let will seldom reliably feed wadtehtter am¬ 
munition and vice versa. 

However, the shooter who specifies a 
full house “combat gun” is unlikely to 
use his pistol in conventional competition, 
and the conventional pistol shooter with a 
.45 Colt Government Model properly set 
up for wadcutter ammunition probably 
will not use his target firearm for Interna¬ 


tional Practical Shooting Confederation 
(IPSC) courses of fire. Both shooters will 
probably use only the ammunition for 
which their particular pistol was designed. 
But what happens when a shooter buys a 
new magazine, or finds that his hitherto 
reliable semi-automatic has suddenly 
developed inexplicable failures to feed or 
mysteriously jams? The magazine should 
be the first item suspected of causing the 
malfunction. 

Ideally, when purchasing replacement 
magazines, the shooter should try the 
magazines in his pistol and insure proper 
functioning before purchase. Unfor¬ 
tunately, this is not always possible, so if 



Three magazines illustrating proper angles of 
presentation for their respective cartridges; 
wadcutter, hardball and popular jacketed 
hollow-point ammunition. 



Another view of magazines and cartridges. 


ordering a magazine from an advertise¬ 
ment, make sure that the magazine, in 
unaltered form, of course, can be return¬ 
ed for a refund if it proves unsatisfactory. 


Reject any magazines with excessively thin 
magazine walls, brittle and easily sprung 
lips, or base plates which are too easily 
detached from the magazine body. If a 
base plate can come loose at an inoppor¬ 
tune time it will come loose! Magazines 
which are excessively pitted or rusted, 
even though a gift, should be discarded. 

Okay, you’ve got a decent, sturdily con¬ 
structed magazine, but it does not slide 
easily into the magazine well. I have noted 
that slightly oversize magazines are fre¬ 
quently found in those made of stainless 
steel. Other factors such as a burred hole 
drilled in the body or a small patch of rust 
may cause difficulty in getting the mag¬ 
azine to fit properly. 

First of all, don’t force the magazine in¬ 
to the magazine well. If a constriction is 
encountered as the magazine is pushed in 
with slight pressure on the base plate, stop 
there! A magazine which has seized in its 
well can be very difficult to remove. 
Smoke the body of the magazine in a can¬ 
dle flame or coat it with ink from a magic 
marker. Now insert the magazine slowly 
until it meets resistance. Remove the 
smoked or inked magazine and scratches 
in the soot or ink will show you where the 
magazine is bearing unnecessarily against 
the inside of the magazine well. 

Two methods are commonly used to re¬ 
duce the outside diameter of a magazine: 
1. tapping with a hammer, or 2. removing 
excess metal with a file. I prefer the 
judicious use of a file to remove high 
spots. While a hammer can be used to 
reduce swelling in the mageizine body, I 
have seen too many magazines ruined by 
intemperate pounding which indents the 
magazine body and prevents free move¬ 
ment of the magazine spring. Properly us¬ 
ed, either way is satisfactory. 

Once the magazine will slide into posi¬ 
tion, latch, and then fall free of its own 
weight when the magazine release is press¬ 
ed, the entire magazine should be polished 
with crocus cloth and steel wool. Loose 
paint, scale or rust, and any file marks left 
on the magazine should be removed. You 
will be pleasantly surprised at how easily a 
polished magazine will snap into position. 

In magazines which have a latch-cut on 
the magazine body, the position and 
shape of the latch-cut can materially af¬ 
fect proper feeding. Frequently a maga- 
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will not lock properly because of an 
undersized latch cut. This condition is 
easily noted since the latch mechanism op¬ 
posite the release button will protrude 
from the side of the frame instead of 
snapping back into place. Careful com¬ 
parison of the latch cut of a properly fit¬ 
ting magazine with the one which refuses 
to latch and then careful use of a file to 
enlarge the cut will correct the problem. If 
no comparison magazine is available, then 
smoking or inking the area around the 
latch cut, as described above, will show 
where metal must be removed. 

Sometimes the latch cut will position 
the magazine too high in its well for the 
slide to move forward into complete bat¬ 
tery. This condition is caused by protru¬ 
sion of the magazine lips to the point that 
they exert excessive pressure against the 
underside of the slide. Using a fine cut 
file, and taking care to maintain the same 
contour to the lips, small amounts of 
metal should be removed until the slide 
will travel freely over the magazine. Finish 
this task by polishing out any file marks 
with crocus cloth. 

The lips of the magazine are easily 
distorted and they cause the majority of 
improper feeding problems. The purpose 
of the lips, working in conjunction with 
the magazine follower, is the holding of 
the cartridge at a specific angle of presen¬ 
tation for proper introduction into the 
chamber. If the lips hold the cartridge at 
too shallow an angle the nose of the bullet 
will be driven into the feed ramp. If held 
too high the cartridge may be caught in 
the middle by the slide with a jam result¬ 
ing, or if stripped from the magazine the 
cartridge may be propelled out the ejec¬ 
tion port or the bullet nose rammed 
against the top of the chamber. 

These conditions can easily be corrected 
by bending the lips of the magazine with a 
pair of needle-nose pliers, either inward to 
correct a situation where the cartridge is 
presented at too high an angle, or outward 
in the situation where the cartridge is 
presented at too shallow an angle. Again, 
one must proceed slowly. Most magazine 
lips are tempered to have a certain amount 
of flexibility and excessive bending can 
destroy this resilience. 

The magazine should be loaded with 
dummy cartridges and the cartridges cycl¬ 
ed through the pistol. The accompanying 
illustration shows some inert cartridges 
assembled at the U.S. Air Force Advanc¬ 
ed Marksmanship Training Unit, 
Lackland AFB, Texas, to test mechanical 
functioning of .45 hardball guns. The 
primers have been drilled and the cases 
dropped in a vat of bluing solution to give 
them a distinctive color. Anyone who 
shoots semi-automatic pistols extensively 
should make up at least enough dummy 
cartridges to equal the normal capacity of 
one magazine in order to test functioning. 
The inert rounds should be assembled 

Continued on page 90 
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Top view of two .45 
AGP magazines. 
Even though wall 
thickness and shape 
of magazine lips dif¬ 
fer, magazines can 
be made lo function 
in virtually any --45 
1911. 


fifowtilfig P'35 HI- 
Pnwar magazines; 
from Eefi in rightn 
unaltered magazine, 
rnagsiine with 
linished buffer ped; 
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proper contour. 


Base view of mag¬ 
azines. Note finish 
of base must be 
roughened and scale 
or finish removed 
before glueing so 
proper bond between 
buffer material and 
base is made. 
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Profile Of SWAT Pioneer 

by William L. Cassidy 




Readers of SOF require no introduction to William L. Cassidy, nor to the subject of much of his research^ the legendary 
W.E. Fairbairn. For the past four years, Cassidy has been working upon an authorized biography of Fair bairn, and along the 
way, has shared a few insights regarding this most remarkable man. In past issues of SOF we have learned how Fairhairn vir¬ 
tually founded combat pistol craft as we know it today; how he founded S.W.A.T.^ and established the basic concepts of 
silent killing for British and American secret services. Cassidy *s articles have served to develop quite an interest in Fairbairn, 
and to serve this interest, the editors of SOF have persuaded Cassidy to give us ail a glimpse at his fascinating work-in- 
progress, Fairbairn of Shanghai: The Biography of William Ewart Fairbairn. 


LONDON, 1901 

W.E. Fairbairn, aged 15 years, appren¬ 
ticed as a leather worker, as his father 
before him, stops to admire a recruiting 
poster while walking in a London street. 
His elder brother is in South Africa, the 
poster depicts a South African scene, and 
this, Fairbairii later writes, is what attracts 
his attention. 

His thoughts are interrupted by a 
sergeant-major of the Royal Marines, 
who, with that subtle combination of flat¬ 
tery and menace known to recruiting 
sergeants the world over, cheerfully in¬ 
quires,. “Well, son! How about taking the 
Queen’s shilling?” 


Young Fairbairn looks up in awe. “I 
am not old enough,” he answers, and is 
fixed with a dubious stare by the sergeant. 

“How old are you, son?” 

“Fifteen and 10 months,” Fairbairn 
answers truthfully. 

“You lie!” bellows the sergeant, and 
for a moment the boy is frozen with fear. 
“Why, anyone can see you are over 18!” 

Fear kives way to rdief, and relief to 
pride. One of 14 children, apprenticed in a 
saddlery, with an elder brother in South 
Africa and two others in the Navy, is 
short work for a sergeant-major with shin¬ 
ing buttons and a practiced eye. 


He was borii on the 28th day of 
February 1885, in Surrey, England, the 
youngest son of George and Laura Fair¬ 
bairn. As a lad, what he knew of the 
world he learned from newspapers he read 
to a blind man, in the park. In London, in 
1901, a recruiter adjusted records to give 
him the age of 18, and on the cold 
January day Queen Victoria died, William 
Ewart Fairbairn — named for the 
statesman William Ewart Gladstone — 
signed on for a 12-year enlistment with the 
Royal Marine Light Infantry. 

Two years later and several inches 
taller, he volunteered for duty with the 
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Fairbaim atop Shanghai Municipal Police “Red Maria,” seen here checking roof>mounted Thompson SMG 
circa 1935. Photo copyright © 1979 William L Cassidy. Used by permission. 


British Legation Guard, at Seoul, Korea. 
In October 1903, he sailed from England 
on the H.M.S. Centurion, bound for 
China. It was the beginning of a long love 
affair with the East, and the beginning of 
Bill Fairbairn’s career in the world of 
close*combat. 

The way in which Fairbaim came to 
study the martial arts tells us a good deal 
about his character. He arrived in Korea 
in January 1904, a few days before the 
outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War. At 
the time, Japan and Britain were allied, 
and celebrations, to which a detachment 
from the Legation Guard was invited as a 
matter of course, were held on the occa¬ 
sions of every Japanese advance. 

In time, these celebrations became an 
excuse to launch competitions in jiu-jitsu, 
fencing, wrestling, and bayonet. Accord¬ 
ing to Fairbaim, the Royal Marine Light 
Infantry was particularly proud of its 
Bayonet Fighting Team, and took great 
pleasure in accepting an invitation to meet 
for a test of skill against the Japanese. 

The result was a thoroughgoing rout of 
the British team, of which Fairbaim was a 


devoted member. “For the first time,” he 
wrote, “we had been hit with the butt of 
the rifle, tripped and thrown and what 
was worse SHOUTED at by our op¬ 
ponents. This was not ‘cricket.’” 

1 HE lesson was not lost on Fairbaim 
and his team-mates. Within a month, they 
had devised a complete method of count¬ 
er-attack, and returned to the scene of 
their defeat for a rematch. Fairbaim 
writes that they, “...used the Japanese 
methods with a ‘plus’ — with the result 
that we were never invited again.” These 
bayonet fighting innovations were later 
adopted as standard by all the British arm¬ 
ed forces. 

In spite of such diversions at Seoul, 
time lay heavy while the brighter lights of 
Asia beckoned. Fairbaim turned to tailor¬ 
ing, to earn himself a bit of private 
capital, and after serving almost seven 
years, he obtained his discharge from the 
Royal Marines upon payment of 12 
pounds Sterling he earned by altering 
uniforms for his mates. 


SHANGHAI, 1907 

Making his way to Shanghai, and evi¬ 
dently bearing considerable distaste for 
the needle and thread, Fairbaim sought a 
more suitable means for a man to make a 
living. In 1907, he found his calling, and 
signed on as a constable with the Shanghai 
Municipal Police. With the Royal Marines 
behind him, and a reputation as a good 
man in a fight, he was quickly given the 
tough assignments. He wrote of the 
period: 

Merchant Sailors frequently jumped ship 
and had to be rounded up. Sailors from 
the various Men-of-War frequently had a 
free-for-all, which called for interference 
on the part of the foreign (white) police. 
Knives and broken furniture were com¬ 
mon weapons .... Many a policeman was 
brought in on the floor of a Rickshaw, 
having been knocked out for fun. 

Then, in 1908, an incident happened in 
which Fairbaim again demonstrated the 
traits first seen in Seoul. While serving in a 
particularly violent section of the city, he 
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found himself on the losing end of a battle 
in which he was badly beaten by a number 
of criminals and left for dead. It was a 
fight that changed the history of close- 
combat, as Fairbairn tells us in his own 
words: 

Having awakened in the Hospital from a 
tour of duty in the Brothel District, I was 
very interested with a sign-- 
Professor OKADA 
Jiu-jitsu Instructor 
and 

BONE SETTER 

This university was situated in a very dirty 
alley down which I passed (from that day) 
for every day for the next SIA years. 

Fairbairn emerged from his first ex¬ 
periences with Asian martial art as a par¬ 
ticularly gifted practitioner. His zeal knew 
no limits, and his job furnished ample op¬ 
portunity to put his skills to the immediate 
test. His tactful command of violent situa¬ 
tions came to the attention of his super¬ 
iors, earning him his first promotion and a 
new assignment. In 1910, newly-promoted 
Sergeant Fairbairn was appointed 
Musketry and Drill Instructor. In this 
position he would eventually become 
responsible for all training of SMP re¬ 
cruits: foreign, Japanese, Sikhs, and 
Chinese. 

He set out to serve his new position by 
learning all he could of the various 
fighting systems his men were likely to en¬ 
counter. In the years that followed he 
studied and became proficient in Chinese 
systems under the direction of Tsai Ching 
Tung, martial arts instructor to the 
bodyguard of the Empress of China. In 
1918 Fairbairn applied for entrance to and 
was accepted by the Kodokan Jui-jitsu 
University of Tokyo. He pursued his jiu- 
jitsu studies with professor Okada, pupil 
of the Emporer of Japan’s personal in¬ 
structor, Tamehachi Ogushi, officer-in¬ 
charge of the Japanese Branch of the 
SMP, and Professor Yamashita, a Kodo¬ 
kan instructor. Fairbairn received a 3rd 
Degree Brown Belt in January 1919, a 1st 
Degree Black Belt in December 1926 and a 
2nd Degree Black Belt in February 1931. 
He was the first Caucasian to earn the 
Black Belt, and his certificates are signed 
by the great Jigoro Kano, president of the 
Kodokan. 

By 1925, Shanghai was afflicted with ah 
ever-increasing incidence of mob violence. 
The situation culminated in the now in¬ 
famous Shanghai Incident of May 1925, 
when police were forced to fire on an ad¬ 
vancing mob. This escalated the violence: 
all business was stopped for three months 
of daily rioting, and losses were enor¬ 
mous. There was a shake-up at the higher 
levels of the SMP and three officials were 
forced to resign. In one of the darkest 
rnoments of Shanghai’s history, Fairbairn 
was called for and given an unprecedented 
assignment: restore order to the city by 
any mfeans necessary. 


SHANGHAI RIOT SQUAD 

The means Fairbairn selected was his 
legendary Reserve Unit, better known as 
the Shanghai Riot Squad. Entirely origin¬ 
al to Fairbairn, the Riot Squad led the 
way in advanced methods of riot and 
crowd control as we understand them to¬ 
day. So well-organized and well conceived 
was the Riot Squad that it was thereafter 
able to deal with 14 years of extensive civil 
disturbance without ever once having to 
fire a shot. The Riot Squad, a specially- 
trained and specially-equipped .mobile 
unit, was the first expressioh of the now 
well-known Special Weapons and Tactics 
concept, and a milestone in police 
strategy. It dealt not only with riots, but 
with armed robberies, besieged criminals, 
and sniper situations. 

In 1925 Fairbairn also embarked on a 
career as a writer, with the publication of 
a small book treating the Colt Model 1911 
.45 caliber automatic pistol. This was 
followed, in 1926, by the publication of 
Defendu: Scientific Self-Defence, his first 
major work on unarmed combat. 

Defendu represented the synthesis of 
Fairbairn’s long study of unarmed com¬ 
bat, and included his first published 
observations on knife fighting. It was an 
immediate success, and was adopted at 
once as the official textbook for the 
Shanghai Municipal Police, the Hong¬ 
kong Police, and the Singapore Police. 

Fairbairn, by now a Chief Inspector, 
was fast becoming known as the world’s 
foremost authority on close-combat and 
police tactics. Inquiries began to pour into 
SMP HQ from all over the world, seeking 
Fairbairn*8 advice on every facet of his 
specialized knowledge. His exploits were 
quickly becoming legend, and the men 
who owed their lives to his research and 
skill were ready, willing, and able to 
testify to the truth behind that legend. 

In January 1932, Sino-Japanese hostili¬ 
ties erupted, and in the ensuing conflict, 
the Shanghai Municipal Council declared 
a formal state of emergency. Open war¬ 
fare was halted in March, but armed con¬ 
frontation continued. On the 13th of June 
the SMC declared the emergency at an 
end. But it was a smoldering fire; in 
1937, Japanese and Chinese forces turned 
the city of Shanghai into a nightmare of 
full-scale urban warfare. Fairbairn, Assis¬ 
tant Commissioner of the SMP since 
1935, was now operating in a state of 
siege, and emerged as the man who, more 
than any other, was responsible for the ul¬ 
timate safety of the city’s population. 

We can try to picture, in our mind’s 
eye, the terrible urgency of Fairbairn’s 
days during this period. We can read the 
official accounts and the press reports, 
but will still only be able to grasp a frag¬ 
ment of a fleeting picture.. Fairbairn, 
leading his men with guns drawn down an 
alley to an uncertain reception. Fairbairn 


Lt.-Col. William Ewart Fairbairn, originator of 20th 
bat firing of smalt arms, riot controi, and the justly 
William L. Cassidy. All rights resenred. 
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century’s most practical system of unarmed combat, com* 
famous Fairbaim-Sykes fighting knife. Copyright © 1977 


alone, fighting from room to room until, 
his ammunition gone, he draws his fight¬ 
ing knife from its special shoulder scab¬ 
bard, Fairbairn, a machine gun in his 
hands, speeding through the narrow 
streets in the Riot Squad’s special van, its 
siren wailing, while overhead, Japanese 
aircraft ruthlessly gun down helpless civil¬ 
ians. It is all the stuff we laugh at selfr 
consciously; the stuff of our cinema and 
our fiction, but to Bill Fairbairn it was 
real. 

He was a superior man in an extraor¬ 
dinary place and time. One incident, in 
particular, tells us the sort of man he was. 
Early one evening in 1932, he was return¬ 
ing, exhausted, with his Riot Squad after 
hours of continuous fighting, when he 
passed a Japanese officer standing at the 
entrance to one of the Shanghai wharves. 
It was a man Fairbairn had practiced judo 
with in 1908, and as a courtesy between 
judo-players, he stopped to acknowledge 
the officer’s greetings. 

The officer was now commander of a 
Japanese naval vessel, and invited Fair¬ 
bairn to visit him aboard ship. In the 
tradition of Asia, Fairbairn was forced to 
accept, so he accompanied the officer 
down to the wharf. He was now on 
Japanese property, without authority to 
interfere, at a time when Japan and China 
were in the midst of war; 

Arriving near the ship, the first sight to 
greet him was the spectacle of Japanese 
plainclothesmen shooting down two 
bound Chinese they had placed against a 
wall. By means of Oriental courtesy, Fair¬ 
bairn was now in the midst of the most 
dangerous situation of his entire career. 

Fairbairn clenched his teeth at the sight 
of the atrocity, yet continued to exchange 
pleasantries with the Japanese comman¬ 
der. The two boarded ship, and tea was 
poured into delicate cups. Outside, the 
sound of shots continued and Fairbairn 
knew more lives were being sacrificed. In¬ 
side, the two men pretended to notice 
nothing out of the ordinary, yet the nerves 
of each were drawn tight. Still more shots 
rang out, and Fairbairn felt himself com¬ 
pelled to act. 

Thanking the commander, Fairbairn 
strolled down the gangplank and purpose¬ 
ly walked in the direction of the gunfire. It 
was a dark night, filled with mists, and the 
only light was provided by shaded bulbs 
hanging beneath the sheds. Mixed in with 
cries and gunfire were the creak of 
Chinese sea-going junks and river sam¬ 
pans, and the water slapping on the sides 
of the Japanese Man-of-War. 

There on the wharf Fairbairn saw over 
150 Chinese men, women and children, 
aged 15 to 50, arms tied and blindfolded, 
huddled together beneath a shed at the 
mercy of the Japanese. 

A 

jTml man concerned with his own safety 
would have turned and walked away. A 


man with worries for his career would not 
have given a thought to intervention. An 
ordinary man would have done nothing. 
Fairbairn merely smiled calmly, and turn¬ 
ed to the officer with whom he had tested 
his strength so many years before. 

“What’s to become of them?’* Fair¬ 
bairn asked quietly, as he fixed the officer 
with a steady gaze. 

For a moment the Japanese hesitated, 
but then he replied firmly. “They will be 
shot,” he said. 

Fairbairn stood alone on the wharf, 
with no sanction and beyond the immedi¬ 
ate aid of his men, but this did not deter 
him in the slightest. He looked deep into 
the eyes of the naval officer, and when he 
finally spoke, there could be no mistaking 
what lay behind his words. 

“Are you certain?” said Fairbairn 
slowly. “Why not let me take them?” 

Now the lines were clearly drawn, and 
the Oriental concept of “face” had 
entered the picture. The officer stepped 
back and repeated his intention. 

“No! They are bad! Very bad! They 
will be shot!” 

Fairbairn looked deeply at the man 
once more, and when he spoke this time, 
it was with the skillful means that only few 
possess. 

“If you change your mind,*’ said Fair¬ 
bairn through his teeth, “you know where 
to find me.” There was a pause. “And I 
certainly know where to find you.” 

With this advice and the quiet menace 
that lay behind it, Fairbairn had in one 
stroke mastered the situation. Either the 
innocents would be set free, or the 
Japanese commander would meet a very 
nasty death in a very lonely alley, far from' 
the safety of his gleaming battleship. No 
threatening words were needed and none 
were spoken. Fairbairn turned on his heel 
and walked off. 

“No! They are bad! Will be shot!” the 
officer screamed impotently, but Fair¬ 
bairn did not acknowledge. He returned 
directly to his quarters at the police sta¬ 
tion and upon his arrival was greeted with 
the news that there was a Japanese com¬ 
mander waiting to speak with him on the 
telephone. 

The message was, “Come at once. You 
can take them.” 

Without a harsh word, and in the face 
of extreme danger, Fairbairn had saved 
the lives of 153 Chinese, among them 40 
women, several of them pregnant. The 
condition of these unfortunates paid elo¬ 
quent testimony to their treatment at the 
hands Of the Japanese. One woman had 
more than 80 bayonet wounds, none more 
than an inch in depth; others suffered 
from knife or gunshot wounds, and most 
of them had lost the use of their hands, 
having been tightly bound for more than 
four days, during which time they had 
been continuously blindfolded. 
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Famed director John Ford produced, directed secret w^artlme training film “starring” Fairbairn. At war’s end, 
film was destroyed by security personr^el at Camp X. Oshawa, Canada. This still photo is all that sutvived. 
Photo copyright © 1979 William L Cassidy. Used by permission. 


In February 1940, on his 55th birthday, 
Fairbairn reached the mandatory age foi 
retirement from the SMP. He left with 
full honors, as Assistant Commissioner, 
and the local press reported farewell and 
testimonial dinners for several days 
thereafter. He was a well respected man, 
and even the disputing Chinese and 
Japanese factions were, for the moment, 
moved to cease contending and honor 
W.E. Fairbairn. 

ENGLAND, 1940 

He sailed home to an England already 
beset with the greatest test in its history, 
and within weeks of his arrival, Fairbairn 
embarked on what may rightfully be call¬ 
ed his third career. His fame had spread to 
the darkest corners of His Majesty’s 
Government, and Bill Fairbairn was 
therefore taken on as a captain in secret 
service. 

His first assignment was with the 
Special Training Center at Lochailort, 


Scotland; a creation of MIR (Military In¬ 
telligence Research), one of the founding 
bodies of the British Special Operations 
Executive; M19, the fabled escape service, 
and the guiding genius behind the modern 
concept of special warfare. He became the 
principal instructor’s instructor to the 
British Commandos and other specialized 
units, and in mid-1940, when SOE was of¬ 
ficially chartered, he became that or¬ 
ganization’s resident expert on silent 
death. From mid-1940 fo 1942, Fair- 
bairn’s days were spent in a constant 
round of travel from northwestern 
Scotland to just north of London and 
back again. The list of his early pupils 
reads like a Who’s Who of unorthodox 
warfare: Spencer Chapman, Mike Cal¬ 
vert, Lord Lovat, the Stirlings of S.A.S., 
Earl Jeilicoe, Randolph Churchill, Ian 
Fleming and countless others. 

Men trained by Fairbairn were landed 
on rock-strewn beaches in the dead of 


night, parachuted in civilian dress far 
behind enemy lines, or put ashore in black 
rubber rafts launched from a waiting sub¬ 
marine. They entered a hell of violence far 
worse than anything Shanghai could pro¬ 
duce, and they faced a brutal, cold¬ 
blooded force who killed for pleasure, 
Fairbairn-trairted agents fought their way 
out of Gestapo ambushes and concentra¬ 
tion camps; they fought like cornered rats 
in the sewers of Europe and in war- 
bleached forests. They fought and they 
won, and lived to fight again. 

w HEN America entered the war, 
Fairbairn was raised to Major and loaned, 
via the British Security Coordination 
(BSC) in New York, from SOE to the 
newly created Coordinator of Informa¬ 
tion (COI), America’s first intelligence 
agency. There, in liaison with his 
American counterpart, Rex Applegate, he 
set about to train the first generation of 
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American secret servants in his not-so- 
gentle arts of survival. c6l became the 
Office of Strategic Services, and Fairbairn 
became OSS’s chief instructor. 

His w^r years in North America were 
busy ones. He was loaned to the Canadian 
Army in September 1942, and the Tank 
Corps in October. He was officially 
seconded to the OSS on 1 October 1943, 
and thus became one of a mere handful of 
men to serve as officers in both the British 
and American secret services. In 1944 he 
was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
by April 1945, when the war ended for 
him, had been awarded the Legion of 
Destroyer Command and the U.S, Marine 
Merit (U.S.), at the personal recommen¬ 
dation of William Donovan, founder of 
American intelligence. 

As the war ended, he was 60 years of 
age. In the mid-1950s, he found himself in 
Singapore, employed by the Singapore 
Police to create a riot squad. In 1956, at 
the age of 71, he was employed in Cyprus, 
by the Cyprus Police, teaching riot work, 
close-combat, and combat firing of the 
one-hand gun. He died 20 June 1960, 
quietly, at his home in England, a legend 
in h is own time. 

T'o put it simply, Fairbairn’s methods 
worked. Stripped of all the unnecessary 
trappings, his system of unarmed combat 
made it possible for a person of average 
strength and skills to meet and win against 
an opponent trained in the martial arts. 
His unparalleled experience with knife at¬ 
tacks and attacks with blunt instruments 
—unlikely to be duplicated in this day and 
age — provided a sound basis for instruc¬ 
tion in the use of or defense against edged 
weapons, batons and clubs. His theories 
of close-quarter use of the gun represent 
the first systematic approach to combat 
shooting ever devised, and remain valid to 
the present day. The same may be said for 
his riot work, his concepts of countersnip- 
ing, and his development of the police rdle 
in urban combat. 

He was a quiet man, with the manners 
of a priest. His students knew him by the 
nickname, “Deacon.” 

He never swore, he never drank, he 
never boasted. His entire life was 
dedicated to teaching men how to survive 
violence, and he went to great lengths to 
insure that his teaching was reliable. He 
was never able to place his own welfare 
before the welfare of others, and for that 
reason, as we look back at the man and 
his works, we can find no fault with the 
life of William Ewart Fairbairn. 

(The foregoing work was based on Fair¬ 
bairn of Shanghai: The Biography of Wil¬ 
liam Ewart Fairbairn. Copyright (C) 1979 
by William L. Cassidy. All rights reserv¬ 
ed.) 



THIS BOOK PREPARES 
YOU FOR TERRORISM, 

FOOD SHORTAGES,_ 

MONETARY COLLAPSE, 
A DICTATORSHIP, AND 
GUN CONFISCATION!!! 


TIMELY AND PROFITABLE HELP FOR 
TROUBLED AMERICANS hits the bull's-eye! 
In it survival expert Hans J. Schneider reveals 
his proven plan for YOUR freedom and sur¬ 
vival in the midst of economic and civil 
turmoil. 

An extraordinary life uniquely qualified 
Hans to write it JUST FOR TIMES LIKE 
THESE! He endured much physical suffering 
and privation under two dictatorships^ includ¬ 
ing 5 years under Communism. As his counttiSr 
struggled through another economic and polit¬ 
ical crash, a serious illness almost took his life. 
His father, a former Industrialist, lost about 
$10 million overnight, was inrprisoned and 
told that he would be shot the next day. 

As thousands of a disarmed populace were 
murdered, conditions were so severe that they 
had to arrive at ingenious ways to survive, and 
solve food and clothing problems ... let Mr. 
Schneider tell you about it. 

Having survived terribly adverse circum¬ 
stances many times, he knows first hand what 
worked and what did not. Why endure like 
hardships If you can learn from a man of such 
caliber? This invaluable knowledge will help 
you in similar times ahead. 

Chapter 19, “Emergency Short-Term Sur¬ 
vival,*' alone can save the lives of you and 
your loved ones. It is a crash course in the 
most essentiai areas if time is of the essence 
and things are caving in around you. In it the 
author gives you the best and most compre¬ 
hensive food test derived from‘hls own experi¬ 
ence and in-depth research of various survival 
manuals. Also included is an abbreviated ver¬ 
sion taken frorri the Air Force Survival Man¬ 
ual. Knowledge of these tests is a MUST. The 
same lifesaving chapter will show you what to 
do when you get lost In the wild country, or 
if you were relocated from where you NOW 
live, and how to provide almost instant shelter 
and heat. You will receive vita! information 
on survival hunting, unusual remedies, first 
aid. and orientation. Lists of survival manuals 
and essential items for the survival kit (most 
of which can be obtained locally and easily 
carried with you In times of emergency) are 
included. 

Now discover how you can; 

* Beat inflation and depression. 

* Protect and increase your savings by proper 
Investments. 

* Choose an exciting occupation least vulnei;- 
able to unemployment. 

* Succeed in your own business. 

* Make money, cut expenses, save time. 

* Get out of theiTat race. 

* Live simply for LESS and enjoy It MORE. 

* Locate your place of refuge (things to look 
for, what to avoid). 

* Be completely independent when energy 
sources give out by producing your own 
electricity without gasoline 5 different v9ays. 

* Prepare for the coming agricultural woes. 

* Get In top physical condition with the right 
type of diet for your geographical location 
and lifestyle. 

* Protect yourself from auto repair gimmicks 
and skyrocketing crime. 

* Give your children a meaningful, thorough 
education in 2 hours a day without expos¬ 
ing them to dope, delinquency, racial prob¬ 
lems and bad teachings. 

. , . and much, MUCH more. 

Dealer irK:|uiries concerning bulk orders invited. 
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store, and how 
. . . What weed 


DO YOU KNOW??? 

What essential provisions lo 
some can be us^ for barter? 
has a tremendous healing actkin for wounds 
and sores (page 45)? . . . Which animats are 
the most productive, economical and easiest to 
care, for? . . . What advantages the Southern 
Hemisphere has to offer? . . Why Hitler's on- 
ioshing .military might never invaded Switeer- 
land? .. . . Why big cities will be places of in¬ 
creased terror in the coming years? . , . What 
Usually follows gun registration? . . . Which In- 
vwtments will be a disaster in the near future? 
(Believe it or not, but the funds of many 
Americans are tied up in these.) .. , Why your 
savingsaccounts could be wiped Out overnight? 

Find the answers in 180 different concise 
sections. You will also read about alternate 
lifestyles, weaponry, and defense tactics; 7 
ways to get out of debt (page 94); 5 ways tp 
identify “shady'* businesses; 6 simple, inex¬ 
pensive ways to preserve your own food (one 
using just a needle and string! page 47); and 
what is even more important for your physical 
survival than merely staring food (see pages 
214 and 248-249!). 

Are you sick of It all? The rat race, pres¬ 
sures of modern-day living? Do you ever long 
for independence, your own home in the 
country with peace and quiet? THIS IS THE 
BOOK FOR YOU! 

You'll find out how you can wisfely select 
the right .place to live in the stormy times 
ahead, using the 3 “acid tests,*' his own unique, 
proven approach—just like Mr Schneider did! 
He lives* in a beautiful place situated in the 
mountains by a spring-fed creek without util¬ 
ity bills; polluted air, chemicalized food, and 
notsc. 

Ever considered moving to another land? 
The author, who has lived abroad and trav¬ 
elled in nearly 100 countries, gives you the 
facts you need to know before Incurring the 
formidable expense and effort of emigrating. 
He even explores yachting as a means of sur¬ 
vival and a way to see and live all over the 
wo rid. 

Learn how to untangle yourself from the 
spiderweb of political, economic, and propa- 
garidized confusion. Enjoy a meanirigful life 
of fulfillments and accomplishments free from 
frustrations. 

Within its 288 pages, find how you can 
turn problems into advantages, miseries into 
happiness, boredom Into challenge, and time 
waste of a merry-go-round existence into a 
purposeful life. 

In short, you’ll discover In this book hovv 
to live better today and be more prepared for 
tomorrow. 

Mr. Schneider is also the author of another 
unusual book, MASTERS OF LEOALtZEd 
confusion and THEIR PUPPETS (65,000 
copies in print!), an undisputed 6ye-opener 
written without compromise. Now BOTH 
books can be obtained for only $9.90 POST¬ 
PAID. And for each additional set ordered, 
you pay just $7.90 extra—$2 OFF (a- 
saving)! Books can also be sent direct to your 
friends at no additional cost with your com¬ 
pliments! Prompt shipment guaranteed. 

Write your name, address and the desired 
sets on a plain sheet of paper and send, with 
your check or money order to: ^ 

WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP.,Dept.CG 
P.O. Box 105, Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S A. 

. ..— ^ 
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BOBBY OABWOOB 

TKAITOU OR VICTIM? 

by Chris Doyle 



Marine PFC Robert Garwood, left, 33, fidshes smile as he arrives at Great Lakes Naval Training Station north of Chicago March 25th. Garwood, 
who disappeared in Vietnam 13 V 2 years ago, faces charges of desertion during war, unlawful Intercourse with enemy, misbehavior as a POW, urg¬ 
ing U.S. troops to refuse to fight and trying to sow insubordination among POWs. upi 


Nearly 14 years after he disappeared 
under mysterious circumstances on a road 
outside Danang, PFC Robert R. Garwood 
of the Marine Corps finally left Vietnam 
last March, bound for the “Land of the 
Big PX.” 

But his homecoming was different than 
those of most returning ’Nam vets. Gar¬ 
wood stands accused of collaborating 
with the enemy and encouraging Ameri¬ 
can fighting men to lay down their arms. 

He has not yet been formally charged 
with this, but as the Marine Corps puts it, 
“a complaint has been filed against him. 
To be specific, the complainant is Lt. Col. 
David Brahms of the Judge Advocate 
General’s office.” 

This is a routine procedure and what it 
meahs is that Garwood has been accused 
of violating Article 82 of the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice: “Soliciting 


American combat forces to throw down 
their weapons and refuse to fight” and 
some related specifics. The case was refer¬ 
red to the Naval Investigative Service and 
as of this writing was under active in¬ 
vestigation. If the NIS feels that evidence 
warrants, it will hand over its findings to 
the “proper courts - martial convening 
authority at Camp Lejeune” which was 
Garwood’s next assignment after"conclud¬ 
ing leave May 14: 

Should Garwood be brought to court- 
martial and convicted, his punishment 
could range from loss of all pay and 
allowances and reduction in rank to 
private El, to the ultimate penalty — 
death. 

It should be noted, that no person in 
the U.S. Naval Service has suffered the 
death penalty in this century, the last hav¬ 
ing probably been in the Civil War. Naval 


records are not clear on exactly who that 
person was or when it occurred. Execu¬ 
tions were not uncommon in the Civil 
War. 

While Garwood vehemently denies the 
accusations and claims to have risked 
death to return to the U.S., former 
American POWs tell a different tale. They 
accuse him of being known as Huynh 
Chien Dao, a lieutenant in the Viet Cong 
National Liberation Front. 

Soldier of Fortune has pieced together 
Garwood’s background from various 
sources, including recently declassified 
DOD reports. The picture that emerges is 
not favorable to Garwood. 

One of the most damning pieces of evi¬ 
dence against him is a book entitled Sur¬ 
vivors, written in 1975 by Zalin Grant, 
former executive officer in the Army’s 
Special Counterintelligence Organization 
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in Danang, who later returned to Vietnam 
as a correspondent for Time and The New 
Republic. In the book, Frank Anton, a 
pilot who was captured near “Happy Val¬ 
ley” in January, 1968, claims that while 
he was a POW he saw Garwood promoted 
to the rank of “cadre” — roughly 
equivalent to lieutenant — in the National 
Liberation Front. Garwood was given the 
name Huynh Chien Dao, Vietnamese for 
“Brave Liberation Fighter.” 

“We were ordered to call him 
‘Mr. Dao’ [Huynh Chien Dao 
— Brave Liberation Fighter].’’ 


“We were ordered to call him ‘Mr. 
Dao,^^’ said Anton, a native 
Philadelphian who now lives in New 
Jersey. 

He also noted that Garwood sat in on 
“political courses” that were force-fed 
the POWs by a Mr, Ho, whom Garwood 
“looked up to ... as a father.” Ho was 
described by another POW as a “VC hon¬ 
cho” who also allegedly taught Garwood 
to speak fluent Vietnamese. 

During the course of one of these poli¬ 
tical indoctrination sessions, Anton said, 
Garwood singled out a POW identified as 
Williams and began to harangue him. 
“He spoke in biting tones,” said Anton, 
claiming that Garwood told the POW, 
“You have come here to kill innocent 
Vietnamese people, Williams. Now you 
have sabotaged this course. You think you 
know more than anybody else. Tve always 
hated you. I spit on you, Williams.” 
Other POWs said Garwood told them he 
“crossed over” to the Viet Cong side 
because they promised to release him. 

“In front of the VC, however, he told 
us they had released him in 1967 but that 
he couldn’t see going home while Viet¬ 
namese children were suffering and dying. 
He said he’d decided to stay and help do 
something to bring the war to an end,” 
noted James Daly, another POW. 

David N. Harker, who was in the same 
jungle prison as Garwood, said recently 
the VC used Garwood as an example to 
the other POWs and would frequently 
say, “Look at Bobby, look at Garwood. 
Try to be more like him.” Harker, who 
today is a probation officer living in 
Forest, Virginia, contends Garwood was 
an armed guard at the jungle POW camp 
in Que Son Valley and informed on Amer¬ 
ican prisoners. Garwood once struck him, 
Harker noted, after POWs killed the 
camp’s pet cat to supplement their meager 
rations. 

Another prisoner, Tom Davis, a mor- 
tarman captured by Viet Cong in March 
1968, recalled, “Garwood wouldn’t look 
you straight in the eye when he talked. He 
kept shifting his glance. I think he was 
ashamed of what he’d done. I thought he 
was a mixed-up guy, but I had to accept 
him as a Viet Cong.” 



Garwood in 1964 photo prior to being shipped 
to Vietnam. 



Robert Garwood leans away from newsmen's 
microphones on his arrivai In Bangkok, 
Thailand. March 27, from Ho Chi Minh City. He 
spent 13V^ years In Vietnam, faces allegations 
he collaborated with Communists against U.S. 
armed forces, upi 


Davis went on to describe how Gar¬ 
wood, armed with an automatic carbine, 
once escorted the POWs on a food run. 
The Viet Cong guard stopped off in a 
montagnard village and left Garwood to 
take the POWs to the field. “Garwood 
talked casually with us while we picked 
(manioc),” Davis said. “Still, he was 
standing there with a weapon in his hands. 
Whether he would’ve shot us had we tried 
to escape, I can’t say. Who wanted to try 
him to find out?” 

Former POW Isaiah (Ike) McMillan al¬ 
leges that when asked about his activities 
by the other POWs, Garwood replied, “I 
go down to the coast now and then to take 
pictures of military installations. Or 
sometimes I talk to the troops with a bull¬ 
horn to try to get them to stop fighting.” 

In his last letter to his family, just 
before he disappeared in September 1965, 
Garwood wrote. “I have not told you 
anything about Vietnam as it’s still in 
about the same situation as when you had 
heard from me; a little hotter is about all. 
How much do you hear about Vietnam 
back in the States, I’ll bet they really build 
the Marine Corps up, don’t they? Believe 
me, none of it is peaches and cream al¬ 
though I wish some of it were.” 

“Garwood’s a defector, pure 
and simple.’’ 


Other sources tend to corroborate the 
allegations made by POWs in Survivors. 
A Marine intelligence officer with two 
tours in I (“Eye”) Corps recently told this 
writer, “There’s no question about it. 
Garwood’s a defector, pure and simple.” 
He went on to relate that in mid-July 
1968, a patrol from the 1st Force Recon 
Company was conducting surveillance 
operations near Hill 273 when they en¬ 
countered two individuals — one a Cauca¬ 
sian — about 20 meters away. Both car¬ 
ried AK-47s and wore green utilities and 
cartridge belts. The Caucasian was later 
described as having close-cropped brown 
hair, age 20 to 25, about five feet, nine 
inches and weighing about 150 pounds. 
The Marines opened fire and both men 
fell. The patrol reported that as the 
Caucasian went down he shouted, in 
distinct English, “Help me.” 

The Marines began taking heavy fire 
from an estimated 25 VC/NVA in the area 
shortly afterwards and were forced to 
leave without searching for the 
Caucasian’s body. 

In their after-action report, the Marines 
indicated they had killed the Caucasian as 
well as his Vietnamese companion, Four 
members of the recpn patrol identified 
Garwood from intelligence photos of 
missing Americans as the Caucasian they 
had encountered and believed to have kill¬ 
ed. 

Obviously, Garwood was not killed by 
the Marine patrol; whether he was the 
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GIs WHO FOUGHT 
FOR VIET REDS 


By Chris Doyle 

A previously classified intelligence 
report, made available in January 1979, 
supports a contention that Robert Gar¬ 
wood was not’ the only American to 
switch sides and work for the commun¬ 
ists in Vietnam. 

‘‘Garwood is probably the best known 
of the defectors,*’ said one DOD official 
who asked to remain anonymous, “but 
he certainly wasn’t alone. There are at 
least five other ex-American servicemen 
who fall in the same category.” 

Four other defectors are best known 
by the nicknames — “Salt,” “Pepper,” 
“Pork Chop,” and “Tex” — bestowed 
on them by GIs who hunted them during 
the war, 

“Salt” and “Pepper,” a Caucasian 
and a black, were legendary figures 
among GIs in the northern provinces 
from about 1969 on. They worked to¬ 
gether in Quang Ngai with Viet Cong 
forces and had a number pf narrow es¬ 
capes from American and South Viet¬ 
namese troops. Intelligence reports in¬ 
dicate that, at least until the summer of 
1974, their activities were “limited to 
non-battle situations, such as propagan¬ 
da and transporting of supplies.” 

In August of that year, however, a 
platoon leader from a South Vietnamese 
Popular Force unit told officials that 
during an attack on an outpost east of 
Quang Ngai City manned by his troops. 


“control of a Caucasian and a Negro 
American.” 

“Pork Chop,” described by officials 
as a blond six-footer, worked an area to 
the south of Quang Ngai, in Binh Dinh 
Province. He reportedly wore bushy 
sideburns — hence his nickname — to 
obscure had burn scars on his face. Ar¬ 
my investigators say he was probably the 
most active of all the collaborators. 
Several times he flagged down South 
Vietnamese military vehicles and then 
highjacked them at gunpoint. In his 
most spectacular exploit, he is credited 
with stealing two American-made ar¬ 
mored personnel carriers from a vehicle 
pool, hitching one to the other and driv¬ 
ing away. 

Botb“Salt” and “Pepper” as well as 
“Pork Chop” reportedly spent short 
“R&Rs” in Danang, entering under the 
very noses of U.S. and Vietnamese mili¬ 
tary police on the lookout for them. 
During the 1970 Christmas season, two 
of them were reportedly spotted riding 
around D^ang on a motorbike. 

Another defector, dubbed “Tex” be¬ 
cause of his distinct Texas twang, was 
active in the III and IV Corps areas. He 
would amble into a U.S. compound and 
strike up a conversation with unsuspect¬ 
ing GIs. His departure was usually fol¬ 
lowed in short order by an explosion in a 
supply or munitions depot. 

In the Central Highlands, another 
black was rumored to be actively work¬ 
ing with the communists around the 
Cambodian border.’Later-, however, in¬ 
telligence was received indicating he. had 


Caucasian the Marines fired on may never’ 
be known for sure. 

In Survivors, ex-POW Jim Strickland 
of Dunn, North Carolina, notes that Gar¬ 
wood left the POW camp in July, and was 
gone three or four weeks. Although he 
was said to have been in a hospital during 
this time, when he returned there was 
nothing to indicate he had been wounded. 

“He told us...he had a por¬ 
table loud-speaker and would 
... talk to American GIs about 
crossing over to the Viet 
Cong.” 

“He told US he’d been down to the 
coastal plains,” said Strickland. “He had 
a portable loud-speaker and would go 
down to talk to American GIs about 
crossing over to the Viet Cong. He said 
while he was gone he got fired on and a 
VC saved his life by jumping in front of 
him.’.’ 

An average student from a troubled 
family, Robert Russell Garwood dropped 
out’ of high school arid ran away to live 
with his girlfriend. His father, opposed to 
the move, forced him to leave the girl’s 
house and had him placed in a juvenile 
home. While there, Garwood requested 
and got permission from his father to join 
the Marine Corps. He enlisted on Oct. 11, 
1963','and after training at Camp Pendle¬ 
ton, California, became a driver - for 
Marine oTficers. After a short stint on 
Okinawa,'he was sent to Vietnam. While 
he wfote his family infrequently, there 
was ne^er any indication he was in any 
trouble or having problems. Then, on 
September 28, 1965, he mysteriously 
disappeared. 

A telegram sent to his father by the 
Marine Corps in early October stated: 
“kegret to confirm that your son ., has 
been reported missing .. in the vicinity 
of Headquarters Battalion Motor Pool 
where he departed in a Mighty Mite vehi¬ 
cle to report'to the Division G-2 section. 
He was discovered missing during bed 
check and further investigation reveals 
that he failed to report to the G-2 sectiop. 
Extensive’ search operations are in pro- 
gr.e^ and every effort is being made to 
locate him.” 

Marine intelligence also asked their col¬ 
leagues in the Army to be on the lookout 
for Garwood, but were somewhat reluc¬ 
tant to go into,detail concerning the cir¬ 
cumstances of his disappearance. Zalin 
Grant, author of Survivors, was on duty 
in Danang at the time, and noted, “it was 
clear that his [Garwood’s] was no or¬ 
dinary case.” 

Marine units operating in the Danang 
area picked up Viet Cong propaganda 
leaflets allegedly signed by Garwood 
shortly after his disappearance. Then, in 


Army Warrant Officer Frank G. Anton (right) 
was captured in January 1968 after his UH-1C 
gunship was downed over Que Son Valley. 
POW for 5 years, he saw Garwood frequently 
and said, 'There was ho question in our minds 
whose side be was on.” 



May of 1967, Liberation Radio announc¬ 
ed that Garwood had been freed. He 
never turned up, however, and no ex¬ 
planation came from the Viet Cong. 
Nothing more was heard for over a year, 
until July, 1968, when the encounter with 
the recon patrol occurred and Garwood 
was identified from intelligence photos by 
patrol members. Garwood’s father was 
alerted by the Marine Corps that his son 
might be a defector. The rumor mill “in¬ 
country” also began to buzz with tales of 
the “American Viet Cong,” and the story 
was picked up by the wire services. 

Three American POWs, released by the 
VC in October 1969, provided the next 
hard information on Garwood and his 
whereabouts. This information was pass¬ 
ed on 'to Garwood’s father in a letter 
dated 11 December 1969. The letter said 
the recently released POWs had seen Gar¬ 
wood “in the prisoner-of-war compound 
frequently and that he appeared in good 
health.” 

Robert Garwood disappeared from 
view late in 1969 after telling the POWs at 
the camp that he was going to Hanoi. 
U.S. intelligence later received informa¬ 
tion — since confirmed — that Garwood 
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married a Vietnamese and settled down 

to raise a family. 

In the case of the defectors working in 
I Corps, villagers told South Vietnamese 
intelligence the VC displayed the 
Americans in remote villages and told 
the people, “Look at these American 
comrades. We offer them only a life of 
hardship and struggle and yet they 
choose to fight on our side. They are liv¬ 
ing proof that our cause is just and will 
soon triumph.” 

In 1971-72 a small U.S. military intel¬ 
ligence team based at Danang tried to 
track down “Salt” and “Pepper.” The 
team had a chopper at its disposal to 
move quickly when sightings were 
reported. Several times, according to a 
retired warrant officer who served on 
the team, “Salt” and “Pepper” were 
almost nabbed, but he added, “almost 
isn’t good enough.” 

After the cease fire in 1973, reports of 
American deserters were passed to the 
Joint Casualty Resolution Center in 
Thailand, The JCRC, which also had 
some officers on duty in South Vietnam, 
was charged with keeping track of 
American servicemen listed as MIA. 

Bob Poos, who was an Associated 
Press war correspondent in Vietnam 
during 1965-67, recalls frequent rumors 
about an American serving with the 
NLF in I Corps in ’65-’66. 

“Out on operations with the Marines, 
you’d hear riflemen saying things like ‘I 
hope we get that guy who went over,’ or 
T hear we’re in the area where that 
American VC is operating,”’ Poos re¬ 
calls. 


had indeed reached Hanoi, and new ru¬ 
mors surfaced that he had been sent to 
Russia to study. Reliable sources indicate 
that DOD is currently investigating the 
possibility of Garwood’s alleged trip to 
the USSR. 

Very little is known of Garwood’s ac¬ 
tivities from 1973 to 1979. A recently 
declassified report on American collabo¬ 
rators and deserters in South Vietnam 
after “Operation Homecoming” in 1973 
gives details of a “Caucasian operating 
with enemy forces in eastern Quang Nam 
and Quang Ngai Provinces.” The name of 
the suspect has been deleted by DOD. But 
one segment of the report reads, “An 
escaped South Vietnamese POW reported 
observing a Caucasian serving with an 
enemy unit in northeastern Quang Ngai 
Province in early August 1973. According 
to the escapee, the Caucasian was an 
American who had been captured in 1965. 
When offered his release, the American 
chose to cross over to the communist 
forces.” 

In February 1979, Garwood passed a 
note containing his name and serial 
number to an anonymous Western travel¬ 
er — since identified as a Finnish diplomat 
— in Hanoi. “I want to come home,” he 


“Marine PIOs were reluctant to dis¬ 

cuss these reports and unit commanders 
would not talk about them. Looking 
back, I should have been more thorough 
in checking out the rumor but there was 
a lot of action going on in I and II Corps 
then and combat correspondents kept 
busy out in the field,” he said. 

A number of American deserters were 
known to be hiding in Saigon during the 
war, some heavily involved in the drug 
trade. Unofficial estimates place their 
number between 100 and 150. Although 
none turned themselves in during the 
evacuation of Saigon in April 1975, 
State Department personnel concede 
that some may have managed to slip 
aboard aircraft during the confusion 
and return to the States. Personnel in 
this category are considered deserters 
rather than defectors or collaborators, 
but it is possible that some may have 
worked with the communists as a matter 
of expediency. 

Several military intelligence personnel 
interviewed for this article strongly 
believe there are still American turncoats 
in Vietnam. “Hell,” mused one former 
MACV S-2 type, “give them time and 
I’m sure they’ll get homesick just like 
Garwood. And when they get back to 
the States, Uncle Sam should burn their 
ass.” 

Another commented, “Since 1973, 
DOD and the State Department have 
been saying that there are no more 
Americans in Vietnam. That’s bullshit. 
Garwood is living proof of that.” 


Garwood, shown with father, Jack, in 
hometown of Adams, IN. Elder Garwood has 
been telling media reps there was **no way” his 
son was guilty of desertion. But several years 
ago, he told author Zalln Grant, “It really 
wouldn’t surprise me to find he [Bobby] was 
helping the VC. He was weak. He’d do 
whatever anyone wanted if they stuck a gun to 
his head,” 



told the man, adding, “I am in a forced 
labor camp and know about 15 others.” 
U.S. intelligence sources say the reference 
to “15 others” may have been simply to 
attract attention. DOD officials continue 
to insist no U.S. POWs are still being held 
in Vietnam, although they privately con¬ 
cede that additional deserters (see box) 
may still be living there. Once they receiv¬ 
ed his note, the U.S. State Department set 
things in motion, and through the offices 
of the International Red Cross arranged 
for Garwood to come home. 

Following stops at Bangkok and Ok¬ 
inawa, Garwood and his Marine escort 
reached the U.S. on March 25. After 
checking into the Great Lakes Naval 
Hospital for a few days, Garwood was 
permitted to go on leave with his family. 

Shortly after Garwood left Vietnam, 
Radio Hanoi made its first comment on 
the affair, noting that Garwood had 
“changed sides to the Viet Nam Libera¬ 
tion Army in 1965.” While Garwood and 
his family continue to protest his in¬ 
nocence, it appears the Vietnamese com¬ 
munists — ironically — may prove to be 
his undoing. High Vietnamese communist 
officials have recently informed the State 
Department Garwood switched sides “as 
a matter of conscience” and remained 
behind voluntarily after the cease fire in 
1973. 
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GUARD 
AND 
ATTACK 
TRAINING 


aggressively, to guard and 
attack on your command. 

This 8-track tape and picture 
manual give you the profes-r 
sional training techniques to 
make your dog a Man 
Stopper, Don’t waste your 
dog by leaving him untrained. 

Just send check or money order 
lor $16.95 to; 

B & M Enterprises, P.O. Box 3303A 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101 




SOF TROPHY MATCH 

BIG BORKS VS. BOWLING PINS 

by B.R. Hughes 



TOP: Tom Givens, right, and Bill Byrd, Oxford, Mississippi, teamed up for 2nd place in two- 
man competition after Givens had won individual match. BOTTOM: The winners at Texarkana 
were, from left to right, Tom Givens, 1st; John Nowlin, 2nd; Chuck Wise, 3rd; Mike Plaxco, 4th; 
and Dennis Shirk, 5th. 



Fifty-three combat handgunners gath¬ 
ered in Texarkana, Arkansas, April 28, 
1979, for the first bowling pin match to be 
held in that city. When the gunsmoke had 
cleared away, Tom Givens of Memphis, 
Tennessee, had the best total time for the 
three five-pin strings — 26.8 seconds. 

At the conclusion of the one-day shoot, 
Givens was awarded the handsome first- 
place trophy donated by Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine. Treading on Givens’ heels 
was John Nowlin of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
with a time of 27,2 seconds, who was pre¬ 
sented with a second-place trophy donat¬ 
ed by Charter Arms Co. 

Third through fifth-place finishers in 
individual competition were Chuck Wise, 
Texarkana, Arkansas, 28.3; Mike Plaxco, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, 28.6; and Dennis 
Shirk, Texarkana, Texas, 28.9. 

In two-man team competition, which 
consisted of one eight-pin string, Nowlin 
shot with Ron Talley of Little Rock to 
earn first-place honors with a time of 3.9 


seconds. Givens and Bill Byrd of Oxford, 
Mississippi, with 4.2 seconds topk second 
place. Third-place winners were Plaxco 
and Jim Blanchard of Claremore, Okla¬ 
homa, with 4.3 seconds. 

The bowling pin competition required 
shooters to completely clear the pins from 
a table measuring four feet by eight feet in 
the shortest possible time. The table top 
was an even four feet off the ground, and 
the pins were placed one foot back from 
the table’s front edge. All firing was con¬ 
ducted at a range of 25 feet from the front 
of the table. 

Down isn’t out in this competition, as 
the stop watches keep running until the 
last pin has fallen from the table. Two 
timers were assigned to each shooter, and 
an average was taken from the two times 
clocked. 

Bill Moore, who ramrodded the event 
for the sponsoring Texarkana, Arkansas, 
Policemen’s Club, stated that his organ¬ 
ization was extremely pleased with the 
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results of their initial shoot, ancj the event 
seems to be assured of becoming an an¬ 
nual affair. 

Several shooters, including some who 
didn’t finish in the winners’ circle, com¬ 
mented on the hospitality demonstrated 
by the hosts, and most contestants in¬ 
dicated that they would be back for the 
1980 shoot. 

Hands-down choice of most of the 
shooters was the .45 ACP cartridge, with 
most competitors using either a Colt Mark 
IV or Combat Commander. Givens shot 
an A.M.T. Hardballer .45 while collecting 
his first-place trophy. Two of the con¬ 
testants’ favored loads were jacketed 
hollow-point factory fodder, and hand¬ 
loads featuring cast semi-wadcutters. 

In addition to trophies, merchandise 
valued at more than $2,000 was awarded, 
including a 12-gauge Remington 870 
pump to Givens and a .357 Thomp¬ 
son/Center Arms Contender to Nowlin. 

Texarkana, a city of approximately 
55,000, is located on the state line 
separating Arkansas and Texas; it is the 
home of Ross Perot, wealthy Dallas bus¬ 
inessman (see “Who Dares Wins,” SOF, 
June 1979, an account of his intervention 
to release some of his employees jailed 
during the Iranian revolution). 

Readers desiring information on the 
1980 Texarkana, Arkansas, Policemen’s 
Combat Shoot should direct their in¬ 
quiries to Club Match, P.O. Box 1885, 
Texarkana,Arkansas 75502. 

“We are extremely indebted to Colonel 
Robert Brown, publisher of Soldier of 
Fortune, for his generosity in making our 
first-place trophy available,” commented 
Moore. “By any standard I think our 
1979 shoot would have to be considered a 
success, and much of this credit must go 
to SOF for its support. We’re expecting at 
least twice as many shooters next year, 
and I know our first shoot has stirred up 
quite a bit of interest in combat shooting 
in the Texarkana area.” 
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NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 

Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness vi/ith ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished In clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from IVi*’ to 1” at 
connecting end. 12” lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14” giyes a bit 
more power and reach. 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 
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Martial arts throwing knife. 
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ed. Pro model 226 Is 1/8” 
thick, 3Vi" & sharpened. 
High grade steel. 
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Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 
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WWIMARKI 
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Exact reproduction 
of the WWI, Mark I 
Trench Knife! 
"Knuckle Buster" 
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polished 
blade. 
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This knife is sold as 
a collectors item 
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for carrying in 
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ordinances 
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and/or 6" knives. 

We advise you 
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laws before 
ordering. Only 


Length: 11" 
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Postage & Handling $1.50 


Money Back Guarantee - Order Now! 
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Continued from page 37 

there. This called for special vigilance. 
Another day passed. Whose nerves would 
prove stronger? Who would outwit 
whom? Nikolai Kulikov, my true front¬ 
line friend, was also carried away by this 
duel. Now he did not doubt that the 
enemy was in front of us, and was firmly 
confident of success. 


A HE morning began as usual: the dark 
of the night was melting away and the 
enemy positions were becoming more and 
more visible with each passing minute. A 
battle started nearby, shells whistled 
through the air but we, our eyes glued to 
our optical instruments, uninterruptedly 
observed what was happening irt front. 

“There he is, I’ll show him to you with 
my finger,” suddenly shouted a political 
instructor who came to the position with 
us. He rose above the breastwork for a 
split second, but that was enough. For¬ 
tunately, the bullet only wounded the 
political instructor. 


Of course, only an experienced sniper 
could fire like this. I scrutinized the enemy 
positions for a long time, but could not 
find his lair. During many days I had 
studied the enemy’s forward edge so well 
that I immediately noticed every new shell 
crater and every new breastwork that ap¬ 
peared. Now I could see nothing new or 
suspicious. But by the speed with which 
the shot had been fired, I concluded that 
the sniper must be somewhere in front of 
us. I continued observation. To the right 
was a disabled tank and to the left a pill¬ 
box. Was the Nazi in the tank? No, an ex¬ 
perienced sniper would not take cover in 
that. Then in the pill-box? Again no — 
the gun-port was sealed tightly. 



Regular or Wide width. Full sizes only—sizes 6 thru 
14. Specify sizes wanted. This is ALL NEW merchan¬ 
dise! 
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Riverside, CA 92504 


Between the tank and the pill-box, on a 
flat surface just before the Nazis’ line of 
defense, lay a sheet of iron with a small 
heap of broken bricks. It had been there 
for a long time, and I had got used to it. I 
placed myself in the enemy’s shoes and 
asked myself: where is the best place for a 
sniping post? Why not dig a foxhole un¬ 
der the iron sheet? Then dig communica¬ 
tion trenches to it at night.... Most likely 
he was there, under the sheet of iron in no 
man’s land. 


I decided to check this. I put my mitten 
on a small plank and raised it. The Nazi 
swallowed the bait! Very well. I cautiously 
lowered the plank into the trench in the 
same position in which I had raised it, 
then examined the bullet-hole. There was 
no slant, the hit was dead straight! This 
meant I was right — the Nazi was under 


the sheet. Now the job was to lure him 
out. I had to see at least the edge of his 
head. It was pointless to try to do this 
right away. But he was unlikely to aban¬ 
don this convenient position — I knew his 
character well enough now. 

At night we equipped a post and took 
up positions there before dawn. The Nazis 
were firing sporadically. Enemy mortars 
were firing at the crossing over the Volga. 
Flares were soaring into the air. Then our 
artillery opened up and the Nazi mortars 
were silenced. German bombers appear¬ 
ed. The sun rose. Kulikov fired a random 
shot to draw the sniper’s attention. We 
decided to lie in waiting during the first 
half of the day, for the brilliance of the 
optical instruments could betray us. 

In the afternoon our rifles were in the 
shadow, while direct rays of the sun were 
falling on the Nazi’s position. Something 
glistened near the edge of the sheet. Was it 
an accidental splinter of glass or a tele¬ 
scopic sight? Kulikov started to raise a 
helmet as cautiously as only the most ex¬ 
pert of snipers can do. The Nazi fired, 
Kulikov rose for an instant, gaye a loud 
shout and fell .... 

T^HE German must have thought that 
at last the Soviet sniper, the “chief hare” 
he had been hunting for four days, was 
killed, and he protruded half of his head 
from under the sheet. I fired. The Nazi’s 
head sank, but the optical sight of his rifle 
continued to glisten in the sun. As soon as 
it grew dark, our forces launched an of¬ 
fensive on this sector. At the peak of the 
fighting Kulikov and I dragged the killed 
Nazi major from under the iron sheet, 
took his documents and delivered them to 
the divisional commander. 
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Continued from page 53 

His stay-behind friends propose a hunt- 
ing trip that will be “just like old times,” 
But of course it isn’t and can never be 
again. The hunt is a disaster complete 
with a return to roulette. 

With the fall of Saigon approaching, 
Michael returns to look for the AWOL 
and incredibly lucky Nick who has been 
playing high-stakes Russian roulette in 
Saigon. Against the background of the 
collapse of Saigon in 1975 the final game 
of roulette is played between Michael and 
Nick. 

The continual repetition of Russian 
roulette in The Deer Hunter becomes tedi¬ 
ous and more unbelievable each time it 
crops up. Why roulette instead of the 
numbing, dehumanizing and often trau¬ 
matic effects of prolonged combat? 

One reason, according to Dioguardi, is 
because roulette was actually “low key/’ 
As ali combat vets know, there are many 
more terrifying possibilities. Yet Russian 
roulette had shock value and was relative¬ 
ly clean. “The American public couldn’t 
handle anything more,” says* Dioguardi. 

Perhaps he is right. But still, the film 
suffers from a lack of reality. 

The Deer Hunter ends on a note of 
hope — hppe that damaged lives will be 
reconstructed — a hope that many vets 
must search fqr. 

For all The Deer Hunter's shortcom¬ 
ings, it is worth seeing even if, at the very 
least, it makes you put out the empty glass 
again. 

I did. 
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Even though the M29 has more “meat” 
than the M66, the caliber went up also. If 
Smith & Wesson hasn’t raised their alloy’s 
strength, without reaching the brittje 
stage, of course, then this lovely concept 
is destined to the same reputation as the 
M66. 

Even the regular steel Model 291 owned 
had enough problems with trying to shake 
apart, and it was a 1972 production, 
before quality in Smiths really took a dip. 

With the ever-increasing number of 
people I’ve met who seem to have more 
money than sense and who undoubtedly 
learned pistol handling from an episode of 


Kojak or Starsky and Hutch (slapping the 
cylinder in and out, dry firing on empty 
chambers, etc.), then I’m afraid the.se 
people will only serve to compound the 
bad reputation that Smith & Wesson will 
receive if their new baby tests out like Pm 
afraid it will. 

I only hope I’m wrong. 

L.S.E. 

Newburg, Indiana 


• Your analysis of the situation at 
Smith <Sc Wesson is more or less in accord 
with my own. The metallurgical problem 
is obviously one which ! cannot analyze 
without a laboratory^ and about which 
Smith & Wesson would be unwilling to 
make pronouncements. If you put your¬ 
self in their position, you will understand 
why this matter is difficult to explore. 

/ have nothing to add to your commen¬ 
tary except that f personally prefer the 
auto pistol — for a number of reasons, 
among which are those you mention. 
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EGTA, INC., Dept, $F, P.O. Box 76324, Atlanta, Ga. 30328. 



KEY STARKS 
GEORGE 


SPORTS WEST, INC. 

2200 West Alameda 
Alameda Square Shoppinr 
Denver, Colo 8022.3 

(303) 934 4466 


COMBAT 
.45 AUTOS 


WRITE FOR PARTICULARS 
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SENTUY STALKING: IOWA ST1 



The following series of photographs, a 
classic example of taking out a sentry — 
“Iowa style“ — were shot with a hidden 


camera by Doug Cripps at great risk to 
personal safety and mental stability. Greg 
Cormany has developed into a master of 



Continued from page 29 

every one of them looted by some of the 
smartest explosives experts in the game — 
in this case attached to the Tanzanian 
army. 

As Mohammed Amin, one of the TV 
cameramen in our party, put it: “The 
Ugandan soldiers tried for three weeks to 
open these safes and they were unsuc¬ 
cessful. It took the Tanzanian engineers 
only three hours and all the safes were 
blown.” 

Several Tanzanian army officers are 
regarded as Ugandan “shilling million¬ 
aires.” One of the men who helped lib¬ 
erate Entebbe, a half colonel, took the 
equivalent of almost $55,000 U.S. from 
the Entebbe airport safe. He spent the 
next week exchanging it among journalists 
on the black market. The going rate for 
Kenyan shillings was 10 to one. 

Only the outcome is assured. Amin is 
out and the new regime of President Lule 
has been recognized by most of the free 
and communist world. The tyrant has fled 
and it’s only a question of time before his 
straggler force is driven into exile or killed 
by those who have put up resistance. 

The strike northward has been slow. It 
took the Tanzanian army six days to cover 
the 80 kilometers from Kampala to Jinja. 
Following that, they spent 10 days in 
Seroti waiting for supplies. Mopping up is 
difficult in a country which is 90 percent 
covered by bush and jungle. 

There are also political problems. While 
President Lule is regarded as the new head 


80 SOLIHEIl OF FORTlJiVE 


SEPTEMBER/79 
























by Jake Jatras 



FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Guarding a rear gate to a secret nuclear fuel depot, sentry (Mark Solheim) stands ever 
vehicle-to-hand combat. HK9^ ready for action. Aided by his faithful companion, Thorval, this is a formidable duo. Mighty Thor- 

val’s keen senses detect an intruder. He turns Just in time to spot a vehicle approaching, but before he can bark a 
warning it is upon them. Evil Greg Cormany has struck again. Thorval stares in awe, lone survivor of the depraved 
attack. Cormany stands to toast his gailant, but fallen foe. Thorval at last submits to the inexpugnable 
Germany’s will. Both sentries now neutralized, Cormany Is free to plunder the cache of nuclear goods. 


of state, there is a powerful lobby in Tan¬ 
zania (and now a Tanzania-sponsored 
lobby in Kampala) that wishes to see 
former Ugandan President Obote back in 
power. Obote is Nyerere’s man, and 
Nyerere wants him in. 

The Ugandans have other ideas. They 
remember Obote as a tyrant, perhaps hot 
in the mold of Idi Amin Dada, but a 
brutal oppressor nonetheless. It was 
Obote who conceived the idea of the State 
Research Center. He built the original 
structure complete with underground 
cells. Amin only refined its barbaric pur¬ 
pose. 

As one Ugandan businessman phrased 
it: “We’ve fought this war for liberty. 
Now that we’ve got it, we are not going to 
help another dictator to power. Yes, a dic¬ 
tator — how else would you describe a 
man who ruled by decree and terminated 
any opposition by violence and repres¬ 
sion?” 

One thing is certain. Should Tanzania 
help Obote to power by ousting Lule, 
Uganda will be assured of another war, 
many times as intense as the current strug¬ 
gle. Only, the next one will be a guerrilla 
conflict. 




SOLDIER 

OF 

FORTUNE 
WANTS YOU! 



We are looking for ggn shops^ 
sports stores, military shops, and 
sporting goods stores to be direct 
dealers for Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine offers 
an excellent profit for our dealers. 
Your customers will appreciate the 
convience of picking up their 
monthly issue at your place of bus¬ 
iness. 

To Inquire about this fine program 
Please Write 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

P.O. BOX 893 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 
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ELECTRONIC 
SECURITY MiSSI 

larow fM i 





LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 

88 Holmes St. Belleville, N.J.. U.S.A. 07109 
(201) 751-0001 Cable: LEA 



The MARK II operates directly from a 
microphone or from any tape recorder 
providing an instantarleous digital display 
of stress reactiohs of the speaker. 

Ten years of intensive research & devel¬ 
opment has resulted in a revolutionary 
new electronic digital device providing an 
instantaneous numeric value of stress in 
speech. 

Applications include pre-employment 
screening, police and security investiga¬ 
tions, Insurance adjustment, internal loss 
prevention. 

L.E.A specializes In developing high 
quality electronic aids for specialized 
applications. 

Our scientific investigatory and coun¬ 
termeasure equipment are currently being 
used throughout the world by large and 
small companies and police departments 
who require guaranteed performance. 



ADDITIONAL t»RODUCTS DISTRIBUTED 


• AUiiohe CflTR Rucofcicr • Miiiititure Recorders 

• Body Armour • Night Vision Systems 

• Body Transmitter • Parabolic Microphone 

• Countermensures Equipment • Scramblers 

• Identification Equipment • Tefephone Recorders 

• Investigative Devices • Vehicle Followers 

• Mark II Voice Analyzer • Weapons Detectors 


Please write for our complete catalog. 

Enclose $3.00 U.S., $5.00 overseas for postage. Refundable first order. 



F.X. F.A.L. 

Cal. 7.62 NATO (.308) A 


NOW AVAILABLE, the magnificer. Id. Battle proven by its use In 

over 50 countires. Pictured throug 

SEMI AUTOMATIC F.A.L. RIFLE, NE.* in ttOX WITH 20 rd, MAG.$1850 


These are genuine F.A.L.s, made In Belgium by Fabrique Nationale. The real thirig, not copies or imitations. Semi 
automatic only. In 1978, a limited number of these fine weapons were brought into the country. Very few left for 
sale, when these are gone, THERE WILL BE NO MORE! The price can only go up. No special license needed, pur¬ 
chase procedure same as any rifle or shotgun. Immediate shipment. Satisfaction guaranteed. Send certified 
check and copy of your local FFL dealers license. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

SWISS SIG .308 assault rifle, no longer made, superb Swiss craftsmanship, new in box with mag . $1350 

WANTED: Registered automatics, assault rifles, tripods, accessories 

Call or send $1.00 and SASE for Information 

Quality Arms Co., P.O. Box 301R, Romeoville, IL 60441 (815) 725-9212 


Continued from page 12 

the Army to offer a free college education 
in return for a two-year combat arms 
enlistment (in peacetime). Army Times 
reports that, under the option, people 
lured by the education grant could be paid 
at a lower rate than present first-term 
soldiers. 

The proposal now appears to have 
caught the fancy of members of the House 
Armed Services Committee, who hint they 
may ask the Army to “test*’ the idea. 
Moskos’ plan also envisions, in a larger 
context, a voluntary national service pro¬ 
gram with participation a requirement for 
later government employment. 


F rance to recognize 

RHODESIA? ... 

Defense and Foreign Affairs Weekly 
Intelligence Report indicates the French 
government may soon recognize Rhodesia 
and lift sanctions against that nation. The 
French government is said to be awaiting 
British recognition, as a “courtesy to the 
former colonial power,” but will go ahead 
if Britain does not hurry up. Claims and 
counter-claims about the veracity of the 
Rhodesian elections notwithstanding, 
France has been interested in Rhodesian 
chrome. 

Western allies, with their sanctions 
against Rhodesia, have refused to pur¬ 
chase that country’s chrome, buying it in¬ 
stead from the Russians at triple the going 
rate. The Russians buy the same chrome 
directly from Rhodesia. France has finally 
figured out that particularly good deal 
and wants to* cut itself in on those lucra¬ 
tive mineral rights. It would seem the 
Soviet Union is teaching the Western allies 
some lessons about capitalism. 


C ARTER STATUE 
COMMITTEE ... 

The following crossed the editor's desk 
at SOF a while ago, and we wanted to 
share it with the rest of our readers. 

Dear Friend: ' 

We have the distinguished honor of be¬ 
ing on a committee for raising five million 
dollars for placing a statue of Jimmy 
Carter in the Hall of Fame in Washington, 
DC. 

This committee was in a quandry where 
to place the statue. It was not wise to place 
it beside the statue of George Washing¬ 
ton, who never told a lie, nor beside 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who never told the 
truth, since Jimmy Carter could never tell 
the difference. 

We finally decided to place it beside 
Christopher Columbus, the greatest Dem¬ 
ocrat of them all. He left not knowing 
where he was going, and upon arriving did 
not know where he was. He returned not 
knowing where he had been, and did it all 
on borrowed money. 

Over 5,0(X) years ago, Moses said to the 
Children of Israel, “Pick up your shovels, 
mount your asses and camels, and I will 
lead you to the Promised Land.” Nearly 
5,000 years later, Roosevelt said, “Lay 
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down your shovels, sit on your asses, light 
up a Camel, this is the Promised Land!” 

Now, Carter is stealing your shovels, 
kicking your asses, raising the price of 
your camels, and mortgaging the Promis¬ 
ed Land. If you are one of the fortunate 
people who has any money left after pay¬ 
ing taxes, we will expect a generous dona¬ 
tion as a contribution to this worthwhile 


project. 

Fraternally, 

Carter Statue Committee 
P.S. It is said that President Carter is con¬ 
sidering changing the Democratic Party 
Emblem from a Jackass to a Condom, be¬ 
cause it stands for inflation, protects a 
bunch of pricks, halts production, and 
gives one a false sense of security while be¬ 
ing screwed. 


NEWJUSTOUT! 

SECRET NAZI POLAR E>tRQ)lTtON$ 
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SAMISDAT PUBL.LTD. 

206 CARLTON STHEET°g! I 
TORONTO, CANADA 

★FREE GFT 1 «' 

fM€ WRH VOUP ORPEH — Inatant UFO Rapon Dacodar 
<- AJlawi you to dawihtrva UFO'e origin: Earth or Spaeaf 
Sai-sfaci'On ouaranieed or money refunded 


7000 VOLTS in the 

In the Palm of Your Hand 


The 

ELECTRIC 
FIST 

Weighs ^Q'/z oz. Mea¬ 
sures 6V4 X 2 X 1V4 
Inches. Cover with 
your hand or hold on 
end. Safety switch. 
Cycoiac case for long life. No hazard to user but 
repels largest animals. Made for close work by 
veterinarians. No permit required. An ideal no- 
nonsense defensive weapon. Complete with bat¬ 
teries (two 9-volt alkaline cells). Send check or 
money order or charge Visa or MasterCharge. $29.50 
postapaid. 

BLUE STAR ELECTRIC CO., Dept. SF, 

Box 302 — Rosedale, Kansas 66103 



ANNOUNCING THE ALL NEW 


22 AUTO NINE 

. 22 LR High valoclty 



Light Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking indicator 
Pushbutton Safety 



Superb Balance & Pointing 
9 Oz. Loaded (8 V* oz. empty) 

Smaller Than Colt Jr.L25 Auto 
Hard Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Suppon Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 



FTL MARKETING CORP. 

11100 CUMPSTON STREET, DEPT. SF 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA. 91601 



Re-Elecf tarter 


THE BEST PXSeBfTPIUUm EVEF HAD 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE—ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

Name_ 


Address. 
City_ 


. State. 


P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF12 
Boulder, Colo. 80306 


A. 


D. 


B. 


E. 


C. 


F. 



POSTERS FROM 
PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

Large top quality wall posters that show 
your true feelings. They are a must for men 
of adventure. Decorate your 
den, bedroom, workshop, or 
your friendly local store win¬ 
dow. 

ONLY 

A mm Add $1.00 

MS Postage 
" ■ w w and Handling 
Each Per Order 
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THE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
BINDER 
ONLY $5.95 

(INCLUDES POSTAGE & HANDLING) 



PRESERVE YOUR ISSUES OF SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE IN THIS SPECIALLY DESIGNED. 
ATTRACTIVE BLACK WITH WHITE LOGO. 
SIX-ISSUE BINDER. 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BINDERS | 

P.O. BOX 693 I 

BOULDER. COLORADO 80306 I 


I 

I NAMF( PR»NT) 

I 


ADDRESS 
ICITY _ 


|STATE^ 

I 


-ZIP 


I 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED $„ 


I PLEASE ALLOW 30 DAYS FOR DELIVERY J 


K ids learning 

COMMUNISM? ... 

If your teenage son or daughter tells 
you some night at dinner that Fidel Castro 
was a social reformer, don’t be surprised 
— they probably learned it in school. 

In a study requested by the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center of Georgetown Uni¬ 
versity, a veteran diplomat has discovered 
some disturbing information after ex¬ 
amining the six best-selling high school 
history books. 

Martin F. Herz concluded, “None of 
the textbooks can be said to present an 
overly favorable view of U.S. foreign 
policy. On the contrary, there is a tenden¬ 
cy of several to give the Soviet Union 
greater benefit of the doubt than is given 
to the United States.” 

In a 76-page report, How the Cold War 
is Taught, Herz cites many examples of 
leftist thought in our school books. In one 
example, discussion of America’s involve¬ 
ment in Vietnam paints the Diem regime 
as “repressive,” while ignoring Hanoi’s 
totalitarian government and atrocities 
practiced by North Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong troops — two books even failed to 
mention that Ho Chi Minh was a com¬ 
munist. 

Do your kids (and yourself) a favor and 
check out their history books some time 
— they may be carrying around Mao’s lit¬ 
tle red book — American version. 

How the Cold War is Taught is 
available for $3 from the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center, 1211 Connecticut 



AIR FORCE SURVIVAL KNIFE 

This classic knife comes with a 5” 
parkerized blade, deep blood groove 
and saw back for cutting rope, air 
craft skin, etc. Hard leather handle is 
groove cut for a sure grip. Leather 
sheath with sharpening stone. A 
must for the adventurer / ourdoors- 
man. 

ONLY 

M2.50 


THE U.S. MARINE CORP 
COMBAT KNIFE 

Big and mean, this knife has a 7” 
parkerized blade and hand filling hard 
leather handle with grooves cut for a 
sure grip. The handle and sheath are 
especially treated against rot and 
fungus. 


M6.95 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Add $1.50 Postage and 
Handling Per Order 

VISA 

Mastercharge 


P.O. Bux 693, Dept. SF IO 
Boulder, Colo. 80306 


Public Policy Center, 1211 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20036. 

A ction in 

OMAN ... 

A year ago, this column reported 
Oman’s government was said to be hiring 
American military types to work in its 
armed forces as advisors. A recent re¬ 
turnee from the area has confirmed that 
report and indicated that qualified mili¬ 
tary personnel are still being sought. Only 
those with military skills in technical fields 
— training, missiles, aircraft, armor, 
pilots — need apply. Information might 
be available in person from the Oman 
Embassy in London, or a trip to Oman 
itself might be in order. As in all similar 
jobs, letters or phone calls will elicit a 
negative response. And if you don’t know 
what that last sentence meant, don’t 
bother to apply. 

N KOMO threatens “OUTSIDE 
INTERVENTION” 

IN RHODESIA ... 

Joshua Nkomo, co-leader of the ter¬ 
rorist Patriotic Front now fighting for 
control of Rhodesia, recently announced 
at a news conference that the Front may 
invite unnamed “outside forces” to assist 
in his takeover bid, after free elections 
were held in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. The 
April 1979 elections were open to the 
Patriotic Front, which refused to par¬ 
ticipate. Observers on the scene believe 
the Patriotic Front does not command en¬ 
ough support to win elections, hence its 
decision not to run. President Carter has 
used the Front’s refusal as an indication 
the elections were “not open to all,” a 
spurious claim used to deny Rhodesian 
recognition by the U.S. 

As of early 1979, intelligence sources 
claim over 400 Cuban and Russian tanks 
are in Mozambique. It is believed these 
would spearhead any Cuban-Russian 
drive into Rhodesia, as was done in 
Angola and Ethiopia. 



M.A.R.S.. P.O. BOX 2536. CAPE TOWN. R S.A. 


ELITE FORCES RANGER KNIFE - $5.95 


Genuine 
Surplus ^ 

Issue* 

Indestructible one-piece Survival Blade, produced In limited quantities for 
Special Units all over the World! Worn as a Sleeve or Boot Knife for Combat. 
Hunting or Throwirtg Special Collector't Catalog - $2.25 contains selections of 
Historical and Military Equipment. Frontier and Wilderness Survival Tools. Com¬ 
bat Knives. Tomahawfcs. Throwing Axes. Crossbows, and Huhtirig Items 


SPECIAL FORCES BOOT KNIFE-43.98 

The only Knife with the Regular Edges of a Combat Waapon that can be “r-r* 
lor Long Range Throwing. A Leather Shaath comae with ttiia Rugged Ona< 
Piece Ranger Knife. Daaigrwd with Rigid Oovammant Standards for Unfla 
Operaiirtg Deep in Quarflla^lnfested Junglea. Now avaitabta to you at a third 
of the coat. 


MARK-II ‘CRUSADER'^, 4.95 CUSTOM ISSUE 
Carried by Marines, Paratroopers, and Eiite Special Strike Units. 
Whether Used to Cut Cords on a Parachute Harness or as a Weapon for 
Defense, in Critical Situations.'Crusader is King!" No-Sllp Finger-Grip 
Handle with Rugged Back-Lock makes It a Dependable Friend in a Crisis! 
Available as Genuine Issue In Short Supply Only! 

WESTERN AND ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARMS CO. 

_ Dept W4 PQ. Box 311. Aurora. CO 60040 
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LIFE TOOL 

Your “ace in the hole” in any 
survival situation. Sized to fit in 
your pocket, complete with in¬ 
struction manual and burning 
lense. Do a friend a favor and 
buy two. 

ONLY $14«95 


VISA 

ADD $1.0U FOR Mastercharge 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING. 

ALL 3-4 WEEKS DELIVERY 

P.O. Box 693, Dept. Sf Z 
Boulder^ Colorado 80306 


Continued from page 19 


keep a carbon copy or a photocopy for 
your records. If and when you have to 
make a complaint, you’ll need some proof 
to back up your story. It’s difficult to rely 
strictly on memory four months later. 

How long do you wait? Depends on 
how you send payment. If you send a per¬ 
sonal check, expect to wait up to one 
month for clearance plus transit time. 
Most mail order companies will ship the 
cheapest/slowest way possible. Depen¬ 
ding on how far away the company is 
located to your home town, you have to 
figure surface shipping time. Providing 
the company is not foreign, surface mail 
should not take longer than five weeks. 

We hope this information helps your 
readers. Being in the mail order business 
ourselves, we are fully aware of just how 
easy it is to mislead customers when sell¬ 
ing merchandise sight unseen. Mail order 
is based on trust. Unfortunately for the 
buyers, not all advertisers are trustworthy. 
Sincerely, 

Gary Anzai, owner 
Select Line Sales 
Pearl City, Hawaii 



EMEN 
AWAKE ... 


Sirs: 

In reference to P.D. Hendrickson’s let¬ 
ter (FLAK, June ’79), concerning Jeff 


Cooper’s article oh axe fighting (SOF, 
Apr. ’79), both men seem unaware that 
the Society for Creative Anachronism (of 
which I have been a member for seven 
years) of which Kirby Wise (maker of the 
axe in question) is also a member, has 
since 1965 been fighting with broadsword, 
axe, mace, chain mace (momingstar/ 
blackrose), pike, and other assorted items 
of medieval mayhem. The organization, 
hotbedded in Berkeley, California, has 
members throughout the U.S. and Can¬ 
ada, actively participating in tourn¬ 
aments, wars, etc. 

Everything that Hendrickson mention¬ 
ed came to pass several years ago, and 
knighthood (the white belt) has come to 
mean an unsurpassed level of proficiency 
among men in both combat and the gentle 
arts of speech, manners, courtliness, and 
courtesy. 

Any interested persons may reach me at 
the below address by mail, and I will do 
my best to put them in contact with what¬ 
ever group is in their area, or send them 
information on how to form their own 
unit (barony). 

Sincerely, 

H.W. Safford 
POl U.S. Navy 
Staff 

Commander Service Group One 
FPO, San Francisco, CA 96601 


Central Intelligence Agency warns: 

TERRORISTS MAY STRIKE U.S. 

Are you prepared? 


‘The CIA expects an epidemic of European-style political 
violence to break out soon in the United States," the 
Congressional Record recently reported. 

“A confidential Central Intelligence Agency memorandum 
predicts that the United States will experience terrorist attacks 
beginning within the next 18 months,” the article stated. 

Because acts of terror and violence around the world had 
increased dramatically, terrorism constitutes a potential danger to 
virtually every person and organization in the world today. 

Experts say the most effective way to combat the terrorist threat 
is to be informed about terrorist groups, their activities, methods 
and whereabouts. 

Current and accurate Intelligence on world terrorism is now 
available from the International Terrorist Research Center in its 
biweekly newsletter. Intersearch. 

Ever>' two weeks, /nfersearch provides the latest data available, 
including: 

• A day-by-day summary of terrorist activity 

• A digest of terrorist-related news items 

• Reviews of pertinent magazine articles and research papers 

• Articles by experts in the field of counter-terrorism 

• News about the latest security products and terrorist 
countermeasures 

• Comments about new books and films dealing with terrorist 
subject matter. 


Founded during the summer of 1978, the International 
Terrorist Research Center is a privately funded, independent 
research organization whose purpose is to conduct research 
on the sociological, economic, political and psychological 
aspects ot terrorist violence. 


It is felt the center’s information services would be beneficial to 
anyone in business, industry or government responsible for and 
concerned about people and property. 

Subscriptions to Intersearch are available on an annual 
renewable basis, The annual subscription fee for either an 
individual or organization is $36. 

So that you don’t miss the next issue, we urge you to subscribe 
today. Clip and mail the coupon now. 


I Enclosed is my check or money order for $36. Start my one- 
I year subscription (26 issues) to Intersearch, the biweekly 
I newsletter of the international Terrorist Research Center, with 
I the current issue. 

I Name- | 

I Address_ | 

I City_State_Zip_ jj 

I INTERSEARCH | 

I P.O. Box 693, Boulder, Colorado 80306 J 
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MODEL 1011 


CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RUGGED, NON-REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 

$0^ With Shipping & Ins. Paid 
Ow CASH or MONEY ORDER 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Green Plastic Dial-in-Handset style Test Set 
Push-Tone and Dial combined Test Set 
Battery powered Field Phones & Switch Boards 
Sound powered Field Phones 
Telephones and Books on Telephones 
CATALOG: $1.00 


y I - Americ an 

CopyriRhl ♦ "KA & TIP Myers 1975 All Rights Reserved 


T.M. 


109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 


CHEMICAL SHIELD KEY RING MODELS 



MINI-SHIELD ONLY $9.95 

With black handcrafted leather case. May 
be used up to twenty times. 

MIOI-SHIELD ONLY $12.95 

Complete with black leather case and 
stainless steel belt clip. May be used up 
to 50 times. 


Stronger than mace, more 
effective than tear gas, 
CHEMICAL SHIELD in¬ 
stantly incapacitates at¬ 
tackers. Kept handy with 
your keys, send a stream 
of protection Into an at¬ 
tackers face, causing him 
difficulty in breathing. 
With floods of tears 
streaming from his eyes, 
he will double up in¬ 
capacitated and you 
escape unharmed. CHEM¬ 
ICAL SHIELD also con¬ 
tains a stain visible under 
ultra-violet light to aid in 
identification. 


Order from: 

P.O. Box 693, Dept SF-4 
Boulder, Colo. 80306 


\ 


Include $1.00 for Postage and Handling. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 


Jeff Cooper replies: J know about the 
Society for Creative Anachronism and 
that Kirby, who built the axe, is one of the 
big wheels in that group- / may, however, 
retain some doubts as to how qualified a 
man may be with an axe who uses the 
harmless sort specified in S-C,A, competi’ 
tion. Take him somewhere where the at¬ 
mosphere is correct and go to it with steeL 
The world is troubled with places of this 
sort. If I may. Til go along and take notes 
— armed as usual with a modern firearm. 


A THANK YOU 

FROM A LADY ... 

1 am a Rhodesian, and a friend of mine, 
Rocky Kemp, very kindly lent me some 
Soldier of Fortune Magazines. I was 
delighted to find the truth about my coun¬ 
try printed in various articles and letters. 
So before going any further ... thank 
you. 

However, it seems to me such a shame 
that all these people are in favor of 
Rhodesia, and yet, as individuals are real¬ 
ly quite helpless. So, as one of these help¬ 
less people, I would like to appeal through 
your magazine that we all join forces, and 
do something for Rhodesia. 

I have done as much as I can, for my 
country, whilst, over here, yet as one per¬ 
son ... I’m like a “puff” in a thunder 
storm. 

At this point however, perhaps I should 
mention something that just might cause a 
few snickers ... I’m a woman. But a Rho¬ 
desian woman! So basically, I know a lit¬ 
tle about guns, bravery, and the agony 
and frustrations that most men feel during 
times of war. 

I met Aviation Editor Rocky Kemp 
whilst I was in Mozambique, and 1 was 
there until three months after the com¬ 
munist takeover ... so I can quite hon¬ 
estly say I have had a first-hand taste of 
communism and all its horrors, enough 
that I really want to do everything in my 
power, to prevent communism in Rho¬ 
desia. We can, you know. Even with a 
black prime minister.... So let’s get 
together and show the world what we’re 
really made of.... Let’s not allow the 
U.S. government to give the country to 
the reds. 

I look forward to hearing from all of 
the pro-Rhodesia people, and I know 
you’ll come up with a solution. 

Yours sincerely, 

Evelyn Forbes 
Anaheim, CA 


R hodesian security 

PERSONNEL ... 

Sirs: 

I represent a company called Sectra 
(Pvt.) Ltd. One of our functions is secur¬ 
ity personnel placement. 

Our function is to recruit from quali¬ 
fied, experienced personnel available in 
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Rhodesia. We have no international con¬ 
nections and are not connected with the 
Rhodesian government in any recruiting 
operation. We recruit personnel on re¬ 
quest from individuals or groups of in¬ 
dividuals in commerce, industry, and the 
farming sector. 

We recruit for tasks varying from per¬ 
manent to temporary, either guarding in a 
static role or leading, training, operating, 
or administering units of trained or semi- 
trained Africans or Europeans. These are 
armed tasks, in operational areas. They 
are, however, defensive in that the patrol¬ 
ling is to look after the interests and safety 
of a particular area. 

We cannot guarantee employment on 
arrival in Rhodesia, as the final choice is 
always the employer’s. However, during 
the spring months of 1979 there will be a 
definite demand for manpower for pro¬ 
tective duties. 

We do not have any registration fee, 
and are willing to give personal advice and 
help to find a suitable position to any per¬ 
son arriving in Rhodesia. 

However, we warn any person who ven¬ 
tures into Rhodesia for this type of work 
— ability to lead and communicate with 
African members of his team is very im¬ 
portant. Also, there is a lack of available 
sophisticated weapons for tasks that are 


financed by private enterprise and not by 
the government. 

Yours sincerely, 

A.J. Goodchild (RGSM) 

Director, Sectra (Pvt.) Ltd. 

P.O. Box 510 
Salisbury, Rhodesia 
Telephone: 791801 and 7047.00 


T I-59 

QUERIES ... 

Sirs: 

In your March ’79 issue, you had an 
article titled “The Bush League 
Gunnery,” which told about FDC with a 
TI-59 or a HP-67. Could you send me the 
programs you used for computing given 
data with these two hand-held calcula¬ 
tors? 

Son Kole 

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
See the below letter for some sources 
for your inquiries. We've had so much 
response concerning the accuracy of our 
data in **Bush League Gunnery" that we 
hope to run a special letter-and-answer 
section in a future issue of SOF to settle 
the controversy. — The Eds. 

Sirs: 

This is to clarify several misleading 
points in your feature article on the Colo¬ 
rado National Guard’s use of the pocket 
programmable calculator (March ’79 
SOF). 


Brand new! Made for the U. S. Armed Forces 
not foreign copies. Satisfaction or your money 
back. 


U. S. Military Knives 



Marine Corps Combat Knife: 7” parkerlzed blade. 
The handle and sheath are treated with preser¬ 
vative to prevent fungus, rot, etc. Order No. 
1-F-l IZ. $16.95 each. 



Air Force Survival Kntfe: 5” saw-backed blade of 
tough parkerlzed steel, leather handle and hammer 
butt. Leather sheath with lanyard and sharpening 
stone. Order No. I-F-110. $1 1.50. 



U, S. Army Machete: Made by Ontario for the U. S. 
Army. 18 ’ parkerlzed blade. Order No. l-F-105. 
$7.50 each. 



The Razorback 


The Arkansas Toothpick Pattern of American 
LegendsI This Italian made double edged dagger 
will meet the severest test you give It. The high 
carbon steel blade is 8” long and has an extra 
strong spine for good leverage. The handsome 
leather handle is 414 ” long with an aluminum butt. 
Comes with molded leather sheath. Order No. 
3-F-106. $19.95 each. 


fVeBSff If.25 pBi &cterpef s/tJppfng 

ATLANTA CUTLERY CORPORATION 

Box 839 Conyers, CeurgEa 3Q2&7 
Order Anytime! (404} J22-371M 



T-SHIRTS FOR 
SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 

$6.95 each 

These T-shirts are lOO^o cotton. Order today 


VISA—Mastercharge 


Order from: 

P.O. Box 693, Dept SF-4 
Boulder,' Colo. 80306 


Name 


•OUDIER 


Address _ 

City_ 

State_ 2tp 


SIZE 

r I M 


QUANTITY 


MONEY BACK GUARAN- 
TEE. ALLOW 3-4 WKS. 
FOR DELIVER. 


ADD $1.00 FOR POST¬ 
AGE AND HANDLING. 


Note: Commando T-shirt 
Is In gold letters on 
black. 
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MILITARY GRAPHICS 

P.O. Box 9671-T 
Balrlmore, Md. 21237 U.S.A. 

T.shirtS-$ 6.95 each 

SHIRT COLORS WHITE BLUE-QREEN^TAN GOLD 



Specify Shit Type CoiorSize 

1. U.S. Army Special Forces 

2. U.S.M,C.-lsjgnja 

3. Britlsh-Commando 

4. U.S. Army Abn.- 

Master Wings 
.5. U.S. Army Abn.- 
Senior Wings 

6. U.S, Army Abn.- 

Novice Wings 

7. 101st Abn. Insignia 

8. 82nd Abn. Insignia 

9. U.S.M.C. Recon-Wings 
10. Rhodesian Para-Regt. 

8x1- SCROLLED BORDERS 
$8.00 EACH 

C- 1 U.S.M.C.-Force Recon 
C- 2 U.S. Special Forces 
C- 3 U.S. Navy Seal 
C-4 U.S. Army Abn. Master 
C* 5 U.S. Army Ranger 
C^16 U.S.M.C. Rifle Expert 


UNIT INSIGNIA 

11. U.S.N.-Sea! Insignia 

12. Rhodesian Army 

13. British S.A.S. 

14. French Foreign Legion 

15. French Commando 

16. British Para-Wings 

17. British Marines 

18. SS-Runes 

19. SS-Deaths Head 

20. Black-Watch-British 


“Serving The Fighting Man 
Around the World“ 


SWEATSHIRTS-$9.95 

SHIRT SIZES SMALL-MEDIUM LARG&XLARGE 

Orders Outside U.S. 8> Cariada Add 20% 

21. Viet-Nam Abn. Wings 

22. U.S.M.C.-Drill Instructor 

23. 5th Special Forces Group 

24. 101st Air Assault 

25. U.S. Army E.O.D. Badge 

26. U.S.A. Ranger-Abn. 

27 Special Forces-S.O, Group 

28. L.R.D.G.-British 

29. Rhodesian Selous Scouts 

30. Special Forces-MIKE Force 


AWARD CERTIFICATES 

C- 6 Special Forces Jungle Expert 
C- 7 Guerrilla Warfare Instructor 
C- 8 Special Forces Weapons Expert 
C- 9 Rhodesian Security Force 
C-10 U.S.M.C. Weapons Expert 
C'17 U.S.M.C. Pistol Expert 


PLACE FOR NAME-RANK-DATES SERVED 
3 for $15 
C-11 U.S. Abn-Senior 
C-12 Special Forces Demolitions 
C-13 Rhodesian Para-Regt. 

C'14 U.S.N. Seal-Weapons Expert 
C-15 5th Special Forces 
C-18 U.S. Army H.A.L.O. 


ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS DELIVER—CHECK--M.O.—CHARGE—VISA—MASTER CHARGE 
Credit Card Orders — Include Card Number and Expiration Date 
CATALOGS AVAILABLE - $1.00 EACH 


VELET EXPLODING BULLETS 


BULLETS OR CARTRIDGES 



Pk. 

Pk. 


Whole¬ 

Caliber 

Cart. 

Bull. 

Retail 

sale 

.25 ACP 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.32 ACP 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.380 ACP 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

9mm P 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.38 SpcI. 

6 

16 

9.50 

7.60 

.41 Mag 

6 

16 

11.50 

9.20 

.44 SpcI. 

B 

16 

10.50 

8.40 • 

.44 Mag 

6 

16 

11.50 

9.20 

.45 ACP 

10- 

20 

10.50 

B.40 

.7mm Rem Mag 

4 

B 

10.50 

B.40 

30 Carbine 

id 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.30-.30 Win. 

4 

B 

9.50 

7.60 

.30-06 

4 

6 

9.50 

7.60 

.308 Win (Nato) 

4 

6 

9.50 

7.60 

.357 Mag. 

6 

16 

10.50 

8.40 



9mm 

VELET 

CUTAWAY 


BATF* 


a 


_THE MIDNIGHT PLANTER SURVIVAL CAPSULE 
The Mldniaht PUHMr Survival Capiula it tha moit tacura 
and ratiabia method for ttoring your aurvlval aquipmant. 
Rifiai, ammo, food, aquipmant. gold and silver — anything 
you want to protect from thiavat, looters, or our friendly 
government. 

The Midnight Plantar Survival Capsule it a tpaciaily 
manufactured plastic, datignad for long-term underground 
burial. It is unbraakabia, non-magnatic, impervious to toil, 
gat, oit, chemicals, watar (totally > permanently waterproof), 
and it It non corrosive! It protects your valuables from 
deterioration while It protects them from theft. 

Each turviva) captula comet with complete packing 
initructiont for gunt, ammo, food and water. Wa have 
burriad theta captuiet for over three years containing guns 
and food with complete tuccass. We alto supply antl-matal 
detector information. 

We attach a strap around both ends of tha captula and 
carry it |ust Ilka a rifle over our thouldara. This allows you to 
mova It to a good burial sight or to carry It In an emergency 
to whore you can open it. 


Thli 6" X 40'* eeptulfl cm h 

1) ARuger Mini-4 .223 rifli 

2) Six 30 round magatinei loaded 
(180 rounds) 

3) A Colt 45 auto and bait with 4 
magatinet (35 rounds) 

4) Cantten, one month’s supply of 
survival tabs (food). 

6) Camo, hat; smock and pants. 

6) Compass and maps. 

7) Knife. 

8) First Aid Kit 

5) Fishing tine and hooks. 

10) Rain poncho < tant. 


ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 
You may ordar any length up to 
6 feat. Tha price for three feat it 
for any length up to three feat. 3 
feat: $36,95; 4 feat: $39.95; 6 
feat: $43.50; 6 feat; $46.60. All 
prices F.O.8. Spokane, Washing¬ 
ton. Your tala It confidential » 
we destroy your ordar tlx weeks 
after shipment. Washington resi¬ 
dents add B.1% sales tax, Specify 
length (at least t" more than rifle 
length). 


' Each bullet has a recessed impact fuse. 

' Explosive charge under fuse 
> Legal in all stafes except California. 

' Production and sales for 20 months. 

' Detonate on hard surfaces reducing richochet. 

' Low penetration - super shocking power. 

Safe In loading ramps • safe in modern guns. 

' Instantly lethal in chest cavity • no exiting. 

Will not detonate when dropped, stepped on, etc. 
See story Jan. 1978 Soldier of Fortune 
• Chuck Taylor. 


*BURY All Thy Firearms 
(THE ELEVENTH COMMANDMENT) 


Signed FFL required for ammo only 
Wholesale price list $60 min. order on ammo. 
No COD - send SASE for info. 

Velet pays shipping in 48 states. 
VELET CARTRIDGE CO. 

N. 6809 Lincoln / Spokane, WA 99208 
(509) 326-5283 



You mention the possibility of attach¬ 
ing the PC 100 printer to the TI-59 
calculator. It should be pointed out that 
the printer is not portable as is the cal¬ 
culator. 

In the cost analysis of the calculator, 
you have disregarded the cost of procure¬ 
ment of the programs. Considerable ef¬ 
fort is required to develop a good pro¬ 
gram, and a continuing effort is needed to 
modify it after field experience is ac¬ 
quired. The TI library modules can’t be 
modified, and therefore are not suitable 
for a project in its initial stages. After ex¬ 
perience is gained, the calculator program 
could be “frozen” into a library module 
in order to gain reliability by minimizing 
field handling of magnetic cards. 

I would not recommend that users of 
programmable calculators procure their 
programs from the calculator manufac¬ 
turer because manufacturer-provided pro¬ 
grams are sometimes of poor quality or 
are awkward to use in the field. The best 
source of programming is bright program¬ 
mers who happen to be in the National 
Guard. Commanding officers know who 
these people are. 

Your readers should know about report 
“Hand Calculator Programs for Staff Of¬ 
ficers,” R-2280-RC, available to the 
public from Rand Corporation, Santa 
Monica, California. Contained therein is 
the “Four Deuces Firing Table,” as well 
as other programs of military interest. 

There are two calculator user clubs that 
support the machines independently of 
manufacturers or other bureaucracies. 
For TI machines'write to SR 52 User’s 
Club, 9459 Taylorsville Road, Dayton, 
Ohio 45424; for HP machines it is PPC, 
2541 W. Camden Place, Santa Ana, Cali¬ 
fornia 92704. 

In the proper hands the programmable 
calculator becomes a very powerful 
weapon. 

Richard Schwartz 
Sunnyvale, California 


SOUTH AFRICAN 
REPORT & COMMENTS 

BE INFORMED OF 
EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

$12.00 PER YEAR-U.S.A. 
$15.00 PER YEAR • ABROAD 

FOR SUBSCRIPTION SEND CHECK 
OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

S.A.R. 

P.O. BOX 34-1728 
CORAL GABLES, FLA. 33134 

IMIllMllillMItMlltmilllUIMIIHMKIHIIIIillllllltlllUinUlMIIHIIIIIIIIIIiMIIIIIIHIMIIIII 
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M ma get 

BOOST ... 

Sirs: 

., .Some comments on the SOF article 
(July, 1979). Well, the only thing I can say 
is — it was super! We all felt you guys 
gave us a good straight look, with enough 
impact to really stir the reader. In fact, I 
have already received five letters and a 
telephone call from people seeking admis¬ 
sion information. 

We have even more statistics to tack on¬ 
to our wall, now that the Class of *79 has 
walked through the front gate and into the 
world. Sixteen of our cadets are entering 
Annapolis in July. Another cadet is head¬ 
ing for the Merchant Marine Ac*^demy. 
We had four students win appointments 
to West Point, one to the Air Force 
Academy and one to the Coast Guard 
Academy. Seven graduates won full 
NROTC scholarships and five were ap¬ 
pointed to the Marine Corps Platoon 
Leader Class. Not bad for a class of 76 
kids, huh? 

Again, thanks for the fine story. 
Thomas D. Segel 
Director of Public Affairs 
Director of Development 
Marine Military Academy 
320 Iwo Jima Boulevard 
Harlingen, Texas 78550 


M&COAT 

A SUPER RUST INHITING COMPOUND 
Win provide a flat Grey-Black NON-REFLEC- 
TIVE rib down the top of the barrel and sight 
of your stainless steel piece. When properly 
applied, this product will not chip, peel or rub 
off (with normal use). MG COAT is hot a 
paint, it is a rust inhibiting compound that 
must be baked on and will penetrate the pores 
of the metal. MG COAT has been used by mil- 
itery gun collectors for years for touch-up or 
total refinish. The only way to remove this 
protective coating is to sand blast it off. Acids 
will not touch it, neither will alkalines or 
epoxy paint remover. In (FTM ISl A) accel¬ 
erated salt spray (FOG) testing on cold rolled 
steel test panels, NO CORROSION appeared 
after 30 year marine atmosphere exposure 
equivalent. 

Customers use it on tools, camera parts, 
knives, camp gear, motorcycle exhaust pipes 
and engine parts. The newest one being the 
black rib on stainless hand guns, like the 45 
auto or some of the Dbl. action 357 mags. To 
apply, tape the sides of the slide or barrel, 
leaving the top of the barrel and frame on re¬ 
volvers exposed, sand blast this area to make a 
matte surface. Warm the gun, spray the light 
fog passes of coating and bake at 300^ for 1 
hour. 

LET YOUR IMAGINATION RUN WILD 
Anything that you want to eliminate reflec¬ 
tion, rust or gall from and can be baked at a 
minimum temperature of 250'^for 11/2 hours 
can be treated. TRY IT - YOU WILL LIKE 
IT. 

Send S.A.S.E. for info.- or -$6.50 and we will 
send post paid, in the 48 states. Add $1.00 
for delivery outside the 48 states ^ If you are 
interested in accessories and parts for the 
AR15, request our products list. 

LOCK STOCK'N BARREL 

208 Anderson Dr,, Prescott, Az. 86301 



-«- •“--— ■ 




ONV.V 


; USA 100% teoal 

SURVIVAL r 
huntin g 

SILENT, POVVEl^UL, ACCURATE, HITS iSBraFLE BULLETTTi^Svntn^rsiormt tamous An^ori huntingisj! 
blow-gun. Thrilling sport! Kills varmi nls, pesfe. Defense, Idea 1 g ift. Co m pressed breath gives amazing power. 220i§E; 
It range. Astound friends! Rugged .38 cal. precision aluminum, 2-WAY rubber in. piece. Pierces Vz plywood. 9^ g. 
Speed 300 fl/sec .Not a toy! Ha5lOO-3".5” steel darts (kit) carry case, instructions. Cor^act 4Vi ft. model $7,98! 



GUN!-t-1600<reeAdd$l., 
REPLACE! Use 30 days.. 
VISA/Master Charge Ci 


, ___THIN 15 YEARS WE WILL 

_ jack ifnptdelifthtBd.HOUSEOF WEAPONS, INC Box 794 Provo. Utah8460ll^ 5 
RD orders Only: call TOLL FREE NOW 24 hrs: 800.824-7888: Calif 800.852-7: 



777:AKyHawaii 80O-824-7919, 



GERBER LEGENDARY BLADES 

NOW, ALL THREE MODELS FOR ADVENTURER?! 

MARK I BOOT KNIFE—Easily concealable with 5” double 
edged blade and boot/belt scabbard featuring thumb snap 

and belt clip...!.ONLY $42.50 

MARK II SURVIVARL KNIFE-Handcrafted from a special 
alloy tool steel. Scabbard complete with hanger for web 
belts. Double edged blade for survival 

and defense.ONLY $49.50. 

MARK II & ST. Same as the regular MK 
II but comes with 5” sharpening stone 
of quality 

chromium carbide.ONLY $62.50 

VISA—Mastercfiarge 

PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF-6 Boulder, Colo. 80306 
Money Back Guarantee — Add $1.75 Postage and Handling 






“ PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH” 

191 

participant 

K&LSHIRTS 


$5.95 + 70c Postage & Handling 
ea. Size - S, M, L, XL. Colour - 
Blue, Black or White. Send Size and 
Colour to: 


K & L SHIRTS 

192 

19609 Sherman Way, #Unit 114, Reseda, CA 91335 



“...What had happened before was no longer 
important; now only the job ahead mattered. 
The man was well armed for it. His knife had a 
non-glare satin finish; it was handmade of 
4400 stainless steel and carried a 4” double 
edged blade that was fitted Into an elegantly 
contoured black micarta handle. The sheath 
was fashioned of black leather and could be 
worn in his boot or at his side in a special 
shoulder harness. He was a professional and 
his knife was a VINDICATOR...” 


The VINDICATOR is available for $48.00; the 
special shoulder haraess for $7.50 from: 

PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 
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Continued from page 65 

with the bullet type the shooter intends to 
use with a particular pistol. Under no cir¬ 
cumstances should live cartridges be used 
to test Cycling or chambering. 

Sometimes in the Case of the .45 Colt 
Government Model, even bending the 
magazine lips will not be sufficient and 
some slight bending of the magazine 
follower may be necessary. Needle-nose 
pliers can be used to bend the follower up 
or down as necessary to obtain the proper 
angle of presentation. However, if you 
must resort to bending the magazine fol¬ 
lower, care must be taken to insure that 
the slide locking-step on the follower is 
not disabled so that the slide will not lock 
back when the last round is fired. 

Comparison of inert rounds loaded into 
a properly functioning magazine with 
dummy cartridges loaded into a malfunc¬ 
tioning magazine is the best way to shape 
the magazine lips for correct presentation. 
However, if no reliable magazine is avail¬ 
able for comparison, on pistols which 
have barrels separate from their slides, 
such as the .45 Colt Government and the 
9mm Browning Hi-Power, the pistol can 
be disassembled and then the barrel pin¬ 
ned to the frame by the slide latch. A 
magazine loaded with dummy ammo can 
then be inserted in the magazine well and 
the relationship'of the top cartridge to the 
chamber carefully studied, with bending 
modifications made until the cartridge lies 
roughly parallel to the axis of the barrel. 

The Browning Hi-Bower incorporates a 
magazine disconnect feature which is al¬ 
ternately cursed and praised. Many 
shooters have removed the disconnector, 
a piece of flat metal which bears against 
the front of the magazine body when the 
magazine is inserted in the grip. This 
disconnector, whatever its merits, does 
cause a heavy and creepy trigger pull as 
the disconnector plate moves against the 
magazine when the trigger is being squeez¬ 
ed. This creepiness can be substantially 
reduced by carefully stoning and smooth- 


KILL OR GET KILLED 

BY 

COL. REX APPLEGATE 
‘The classic po¬ 
lice training text 
on close combat 
shooting and riot 
control.” 

CLOTHBOUND... $15.95 

Mercenary’s Man. I 6.95, II 9.95.. .How To Kill I, W 
5.00 ea.., .Anarchist Cookbook 8.95.. .Sniping 
U.S.M.C. Man. 6.95.. .Firearms Silencers* 
6.00.. .CiA Explosives for Sabotage 5.95 add 10% 
for postage Calif. 6% tax Book List 1.00 LOS 
ANGELES area, see before you buy. We stock 
S.O.F., ATLAN, PALADIN, DESERT, HALE, and 
many others. 

the LARDER, Dept. SF 
11108 MAGNOLIA BLVD., NORTH HOLLYWOOC 
CALIFORNIA 91601 (213) 763-0804 

BofA VISA MASTERCHARGE 


ing the front of the magazine body where 
it contacts the disconnector plate. 
Polishing the disconnector plate to a 
glassy smoothness will further improve 
the trigger pull. 

Ever since IPSC shooting became 
popular, a lot of shooters have added 
pads or buffers to the bottoms of their 
magazines. Frankly, this feature has limit¬ 
ed utility to the conventipnal pistol 
shooter or the plinker. In 15 years of par¬ 
ticipation in conventional pistol shooting 
in all parts of this country, I have never 
seen a competitor who had outfitted his 
magazines with such pads. 

The rigors of IPSC shooting do result in 
severe battering of magazines, however. 
The need to cushion the empty magazine 
as it falls free from the frame when a load¬ 
ed magazine was substituted in the time- 
critical phases of IPSC shooting brought 
about the experiments with buffer pads. 

Make no mistake, the magazine which has 
been bounced off a rock or other hard 
surface can be so deformed as to be 
rendered useless. A rubber or leather pad 
affixed to the magazine base was the 
logical way to reduce such damage. 

Some shooters have carried the thick¬ 
ness of such pads to extremes. A pad be¬ 
tween 1/8 to Va inch in thickness is suffi¬ 
cient to absorb the shock transmitted by 
dropping a magazine from a height of five 
to six feet. However, with custom pistol- 
smiths charging $6 and upward for adding 
a pad to just one magazine, the semi¬ 
automatic pistol shooter is well advised to 
perform this task himself. 

After experimenting with a variety of 
materials, I believe the best material for 
making a buffer is vinyl. Vinyl offers the 
best trade-off between composition, non-. 
hygroscopic qualities and ability to 
achieve a lasting bond between the 
magazine base and buffer using cyano¬ 
acrylate glues. These glues can be pur¬ 


chased under a variety of trade names at 
most hardware or building supply stores. 
These stores are also the source of the 
vinyl baseboard material which I have 
found makes the best buffer material. A 
four-foot length of vinyl baseboard costs 
less than $1.50 in most building supply 
houses and will provide enough materi^ 
to make pads for dozens of magazines. 
However, the shooter can use any materi¬ 
al readily and cheaply available to him. 

Use a sharp blade to cut a rectangular 
piece of vinyl slightly larger than the base 
of the magazine. Sandpaper the finish 
from the bottom of the magazine so that 
the glue can bond to bare metal. Coat the 
base of the magazine with glue, then press 
. the magazine base against the shiny sur¬ 
face of the vinyl material long enough for 
the glue to set, a matter which normally 
takes only a few seconds. After the glue 
has dried, use any sharp blade to trim the 
excess material from the magazine’s bot¬ 
tom and then finesse the material to the 
same contour as the magazine base with 
fine grit sandpaper.. 

Lastly, the cleanliness of a magazine is 
vitally important. Whether from being 
dropped in the dirt or accumulation of 
residue from prolonged firing, debris will 
collect in the magazine body. Rust and 
scale can also form. Such debris can 
drastically alter the tension of the spring 
within the magazine body, lowering its 
upward force and perhaps causing it to 
bind within the body. Frequently this 
binding will be sufficient to delay the rise 
of a cartridge from the magazine so that 
the slide does not strip the cartridge into 
the chamber as the slide moves forward. 
Dents in the magazine body can have the 
same effect. Little can be done about 
dents, but grit and fouling can be remov¬ 
ed. 

I prefer to agitate magazines in a pan of 
kerosene (in most parts of the country. 



Carry Your Knife 
in a 

SHOULDER RIG 

Now any knife with the Gerber style boot/belt 
clip can be worn on our special shoulder har¬ 
ness rig. The kit includes Instructions, black 
nylon harness, and easily installed adapters. 



To Order Send 7.50 + 50c postage to: 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 

P.O. Box 18595 - SOF 
Atlanta. GA 30326 
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what we buy as kerosene is actually 
number one heating oil) for this petro¬ 
leum product is not nearly as flammable 
as gasoline, which should never be used. 
Many top conventional pistol shooters 
never disassemble their pistols since this 
causes unnecessary wear and battering, 
but simply slosh their pistols, minus grips 
of course, in a can of kerosene to remove 
accumulated fouling. 

Compressed air can be used to blow grit 
and heavy debris out of the magazine 
body, though it will not remove caked 
powder fouling. If the magazine has holes 
in the body, my alternate method of 
cleaning the interior of a magazine is to 
depress the follower with something non¬ 
deforming such as a plastic toothbrush 
handle, then thrust a nail through two 
holes above the depressed follower. The 
body can then be swabbed out with a 
cleaning patch saturated with solvent. 

Magazines are integral parts of semi¬ 
automatic pistols. Given proper care they 
will repay the shooter with flawless per¬ 
formance. No shooter, whether casual 
plinker or police officer, should ever settle 
for less than 100 percent reliability from 
his pistol-magazine combination. The 
above comments and techniques will help 
the shooter maintain his magazines in top 
condition. Good shooting! 

Continued from page 14 
obvious. Regardless of the basic conflict 
between those for and against nuclear fis¬ 
sion as a power source, all should realize 
the United States is sitting on over 70 
potential Three Mile Island disasters. I 
don’t imply negligence on the part of the 
operators of these plants, nor any neces¬ 
sarily inherent danger — hopefully, the 
Pennsylvania mishap was a fluke. How¬ 
ever, the potential for terrorist activity in¬ 
volving these plants cannot be ignored. 
Although security at these plants is 
always, purportedly, tight, we should now 
ask ourselves, “Is it tight enough?” 

I wouldn’t write this if I thought I 
might possibly be giving the idea to ter¬ 
rorists by mentioning it, but I feel sure it 
has already crossed some of their minds, 
probably before the Pennsylvania affair. 
The Three Mile Island disaster proved 
how confused things can become in the 
event of a possible meltdown at one plant. 
The potentialities for foreign or domestic 
terrorists should be obvious. 

Any sort of power implies responsibility 
— especially nuclear power. Regardless of 
the basic controversy over other safety 
factors and environmental concerns in¬ 
volved, let us please learn what could be in 
the cards for America if the technical, en¬ 
vironmental and — most important — se¬ 
curity safeguards are improved because of 
the incident at Three Mile Island. We may 
profit from it more than we can ever 
realize. 




InanemergBiuv. 

PUlSig^ Pistol! 

For emergency use to launch signal or 
distress flares for hunters, mountain climbers, 
boatsmen, pilots or for any outdoorsman or 
cross-country traveller. 

A reliable, compact, rugged 
signal-pistol which fires a 
variety of signal flares, 
parachute distress sig 
and coiored flares 

Specifications: 

Caliber 26.5 mm (1.04 in) 

Weight 0.52 kg (18.2 oz) 

Length 200 mm (7.9 in) 

Length of barrel 
155 mm (6.1 in) 

Width/height 
38/145 mm (1.5/5.7 in) 


Heckler & Koch, Inc. 

933N. KenmoreSt.. Suite218 Arlington, Va. 22201 (703)525-3182 

Ask your dealer about ail of the exciting new H&K guns or write for 

our 20-page color catalog. Please Include $2.00 for postage and handling. 


Suggested 
Retail Price $98.00 


WHEN THE CHIPS ARE 
DOWN 

Never Runs Dut Df Ammo 
VA/on't Jam 

Always Handy 





? -JlT . ; 








A rare design by true experts. Back edge is saw-tnothed and the 
key-hole feature turns it into a first rate wire cutter. Made to 
fit Colt AR-15 and M-18 rifles. 

ABSOLUTELY ORIGINAL MINT CONOITION 
LIMITEO SUPPLY 

GUARANTEEO TO BE AS STATED 


$29.97 


Shipped Prepaid — Ask For Bulk Quotes 

- PIMC 

S8i 5 J Sl:ree^ • SacramentOi CA 9SS1 6 
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REQUIREMENTS 30^ per word per Insertion, including 
name and address — Minimum charge $6.00. Copy must 
be accompanied by remittance. Mail to SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE Classified, P.6. Box 693, Boulder, CO 60306. 
Insertion will not be made without payment. We reserve 
the right to delete or change any copy which we deter¬ 
mine to be objectionable. Please type or print ail ads. We 
do not furnish proofs. Include name and address in 
counting number of words. Post office,'zip code and 
state, each counts as words. Abbreviations such as A.P., 
20mm, U.S., etc. each counts as one word. Hyphenated 
words are counted as two words. 


CONFIDANT: goes anywhere, does anything (cash only). 
Box 24462, Ft. Uuderdale, FL 33307.52 

S.W.A.T. ASSOCIATES, an elite group of Individuals, Im- 
mediately available for covert and personal protection 
operations. We're here to stay. Where finances are 
available S.W.A.T. has the capabilities of performing 
functions on a professional basis. More than 9 yrs. ex¬ 
perience in covert ops, personal protectiori, special 
forces, investigations, and K-9 training. Personnel in¬ 
clude ex-Green Beret, ex-Ranger, ex-S.W.A.T. Instructor, 
and other competent individuals. You need services. 
You need It done right the first time. Use the profes¬ 
sionals. Use S.W.A.T. Current Passports available. We 
travel internationally. For brochure or services: P.O. Box 
1421, Mobile, AL 36601 pf 205-653-7549.TF 

K— 9’8 by poo SOLDIERS for the SOFer who needs and- 
wants the best. For bodyguard/personal protection 
operations protect your client with a bomb detecting, 
building searching, perimeter guarding K-9. For mere 
operations get a tracker, scout/ambush detecting, guard 
dog. Have your dog trained by the professionals who 
know what you need. Dogs are trained on a custom 
basis. We give you what you need and want. Write or Call 
P.O, Bok 1421, Mobile, AL 38601 or 205-653-7549.TF 

TRAINING AVAILABLE by S.W.A.T. in the following 
areas: combat hand-gunning techniques, firing from 
moving auto, combat firing techniques with assault 
rifle/shotgun, close combat instruction, boobytraps, 
physical and electronic surveillance and the detection 
of, tricks of the trade for personal protection, guerrilla 
warfare techniques, S.W.A.T, tactics, assault, and 
rehearsals. For brochure: P.O. Box 1421, Mobile, AL 
36601 or 20.5-653-7549.TF_ 

FORMER MERC wants action high-risk dirty work. Ex¬ 
pert small arms, automatic weapons, covert operations, 
personal protection. Travel anywhere anytime. All worth- 
v.'hile contracts followed through. Contact Steiger, P.O. 
BOX 131, Lake Bluff, IL 60044, or Steiger 312-566-1300.52 

DEPENDABLE PISTOL, RIFLE CUPS. Made in the U.S. 
For up to date production price list send $2.()0 cover 
charge. Other countries send sufficient for Air Mail. D & 
E MAGAZINES MFG., P.O. Box 4579-B, Downey, CA 
90241.410_ 

LE MERCENAIREt An intelligence newsletter written by 
and for meres and men looking for action. Keep on top of 
trends and hot spots. A must for the pro. Sample $1.00 or 
$9.00 per year. 540 Charles St., Aurora, III. 60506.49 

UNINHABITED ISLAND^ Need a hideout? Or a quiet 

staging area for a clandestine operation? Exciting new 
book contains detailed descriptions of more than eighty 
uninhabited islands, with maps showing exact loca¬ 
tions! Complete report only $5.00. Loompanics, Box 264, 
Mason, Michigan 48854.49 

USUSUAL BOOKS, Silencers, iockpicking, crime, police 
manuals, bugging and countersurv^illance, fake ID, sur¬ 
vival, unusual and improvised weapons, life extension, 
moneymaking opportunities, explosives, self defense,in¬ 
vestigative and undercover techniques, strange phi¬ 
losophies, and much rtiore! We offer the best selection 
of suppressed information ever put on satel Unique il¬ 
lustrated catalog only $1. Loompanics, Box 264, Mason, 
Michigan 48854.54_ 

FIGHTING KNIVES: Bagwell'S Damascus, Crawford, 
Ruana, Wilson, stock all Randall's. List prices, im¬ 
mediate delivery, convenient layaway plan. Knives 
custom built. Catalog $1.(X). Doug Kenefick, 19 Leander 
St., Danielson, CT 06239.410 


NAZI WAR SOUVENIRS! includes Daggers, Swords, 
Helmets, Flags, Uniforms, everything! Illustratedcatalog 
$10.00 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, Cedar-burg, Wl 
53012.52 


CANADIAN PARATROOPS: Un-official history available, 
1942-1978, Normandy Invasion to Cyprus Conflict to new 
Special Service Force, Write: Lt. Floyd Low, 44 FD ENGR 
SQN, 1990-7th Avenue, Trail, B.C., Canada. V1R 3C3, 
185p., $15.00 (US) post-paid.49_ 

BADGE COLLECTORS send 50$ for list of law, fire, & RR 
badges or $5.00 for next 12 monthly lists. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF29, 9889 Aiondra, Bellflower. CA 90706.51_ 

STORE FRESH EGGS 2 years without refrigeration. Sim¬ 
ple, inexpensive. Send $3.00 to: Valhalla Publications, 
Drawer 600 SF, Pinson, Alabama 35126.49 

SURVIVAL FOOD — Pemmican is compact, nutritious. 
Easily made. Directions $3.00. Mall to: Valhalla Publica- 
tlons. Drawer 600 SF, Pinson, Alabama 35126.49_ 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN->A HANDBOOK. The story of 
the faith of ancient northern Europe. Ceremonies, 
Beliefs, History of worshippers of Thor and Odin. Only 
book of its kind. 155 pages, 9 111., Soft cover. $8.95. Viking 
House, P.O. Box 160, Red Wing, MN 55066.49_ 

COMPASSES. Genuine U.S. Military/NATO Lensatic 
Compass. New — not surplus; $30.00. SILVA Ranger 
TD-15; $25.50. Nylon case; $2.00. Postage $1.50 (U.S.), 
$2.50 (overseas). Check/M.O. NORTH STAR NAVIGA¬ 
TION, P.O. Box 504, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.49 

SS AND NAZI MILITARIA. World's biggest catalog, in¬ 
cluding 2 large posters, $2 (refundable). KRUPPER, Box 
177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208.56_ 

LOCK PICKING — free phone calls — Bugging — Ex¬ 
plosives — Much Morel Books & SUPPLIES! Former 
Agents tells ALLl Send $2.00 (refundable) to: 
L.A.N.D,I.-S., 625 Post St., #1048, San Francisco 
94109.412 


C.I.A. AGENT, RETIRED — marketing complete line of 
the latest Professional Equipment and Technical 
Manuals. Lock Picking, Alarm Systems Compromise, 
Safe Manipulation, Car Repossession, Bugging, Com¬ 
puter Theft, Phone Phreaking — MUCH MORE! Send 
$1.00 (refundable) to: N.E.P., P.O. Box 8741-S., Atlanta 
30306. NOW WHILE YOU STILL CAN. 


ELECTRIC METERS: How to slow, stop or reverse their 
flow completely undetected. Great when you don't want 
to be detected.'^S.A.S.E. to Power Service, Box 415, 
Watkinsville, GA 30677.49 _ 

ACREAGE. NORTHERN NEW YORK STATE ^ 5 to 100 
acres from $225.00 per acre. Surveyed, warranty deeds, 
road access. Financing by owner. Send $1.00 for Listing 
to: DEFELICE ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 604, Stratford, 
CT 06497.49_ 

WW II GERMAN NEWSREELS of the great battles on 
Super 8 sound film and video cassettes, complete and 
uncut from original source materials. Send stamp for 
free brochure. International Historic Films, P.O. Box 
29035, Chicago, IL 60629.412_ 

IDEAS THAT BECOME BIG BUSINESS! How 200 Mil¬ 
lionaires Made Their Money; Fully detailed revealing 
facts, many unbelievable. Will give you a hundred ideas 
of what you can do to make yours. 400 pages. Hardcover. 
GUARANTEED! $5.95. (Over 400 titles available.) Penn¬ 
sylvania Success, Box 14190, Phila., PA 19138.49 

BOOKS FOR THE MAN OF ACTION — S.O F.’s, Adven. 
turers. Professionals. Covers the best of subjects. The 
biggest and best catalog of its kind anywhere. Rush 
$1.00.. .Ken Hale (SOF-100), McDonald, OH 44437.412 

BANISH BOREDOM - STIMULATING PROFITABLE 
employment possibilities booklet, experience un¬ 
necessary. From government deer hunting and possum 
trapping in New Zealand, English conversation teaching 
in third-world countries, international yacht crewing, 
crocodile hunting, work on African game reserves, oil 
rigs overseas, unusual jobs in Australasia, etc. Send $3 
U.S. or Canadian, check or money order to Jackson, 
Fuller & Tang (Imports), Box 611, Sooke, Vancouver 
island, B.C., Canada.49 


KNIVES — Custom made — Combat, Boot, Folders and 
Push daggers. Catalog $1.00. CRAWFORD KNIVES, 
Dept. SOF, 205 N. Center, West Memphis, AR 72301.412 

BE TAX EXEMPT, form your own church. Complete Com¬ 
prehensive Instructions. Goes through the IRS on their 
own forms — $20.00 “ JRS, 1584 Edgewood, Erie, PA 
16509._ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and federal gun laws booklet, both $3.00. Po¬ 
lice catalog $2.00. Schleslnger, 415 East 52nd St., New 
York 10022, Department 35.410 

SEND TWO fifteen cent stamps for information. Ameri¬ 
cans of European Descent United to Protect and Pro¬ 
mote Our Rights and Freedom of Association. Write, 
Vanguard, 455 Pine Street, Manchester, NH 03104, 
U.S.A._ 

NAZI ANYONE? Send $2.00 for information package, 
sent first class! Write: World Service, P.O. Box 26496, 
Los Angeles, California 90026. You have the right to 
know the truth!4l0 

VIETNAM CATALOG #1 (including a free copy of a photo 
booklet "Vietnam Photos") $2,00 postpaid. World War 
Two Surplus Catalog #7 $2.00 postpaid. War Shop, RD#1, 
Box 154, Milford, DE 19963._ 

OPEN LOCKED CAR DOORS! This amazing device 
opens locked car doors fast! Instructions included. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. $6.95 plus $1.00 shipp¬ 
ing/handling. Midcontinental Design, Dept. 19p6, P.O, 
Box 2384 Look Station, Minneapolis, MN 55402.49 

SHIRT POCKET Radiation Meters, Lead lined storage 
containers (including refrigerators), Interlocking lead 
bricks. Decontamination kits, Air samplers^ Protective 
clothing. Remote tools, many more items rarely advertis¬ 
ed to the public, yet all legal to purchase. Upgrade your 
survival category. $1.00 gets you all the sources. J. 
Dulko, 128 Wolf Harbor Rd., Milford, CT 06460.410 

CONVERT M-1 CARBINE to M-2 (full auto); AR-15 to 
M-16. No machining. Complete details $7.50. MAC M-10 
and silencer patent drawings $10.00 set. Catalog $1.00 
(refundable.) CDS, Box 3897, Daytona Beach, Florida 
32018.410_ 

NEW! How to knot pamphlet — impress friends — tie 
the fourteen essential kriots — can’t miss diagrams — 
everyday uses — $1.00. Wuertz, 3488 Wilson Road, Oak 
Harbor, Washington 98277.52 

VIETNAM VET, 28, experienced In Kung-fu and 
photography. Seeks mere employment or unusual mis¬ 
sions. Prefer short term contracts, but will consider all 
offers. Contact: Rick, 625 Post St., Box 454, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94109.49_ 

BERETS OF THE WILD GEESE, Enlisted man’s w/ln- 
slgnia $15.50, Officer’s Maroon Beret w/lnsignia $19.50. 
Send Amount, Size, and $1.50 Postage to A.H.A., 10019 
Dodge Drive, Northglenn, CO 8Q221. Allow 4 Weeks.49 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATES will re- 
search the information you need for successful ven¬ 
tures. Strict security. Jewell Sta., Box 586, Springfield, 
MO 65801.412_ 

ARMY VET — Ranger and trained female partner — mere 
and clandestine missions. All replies acknowledged. 
Both with valid passports. R. Bussher, J.C., Box 22, Un- 
casville, CT 06382._' 

N^ LIST of Military Manuals: Demo, marksmanship, ar¬ 
mor tactics, and many more. Send $1.00 to Kilizone 
Publications, Dept. SF, 1338 So. 25th St„ Omaha, NE 
68105.49_ 

HANDCUFFS — Smith and Wesson $22.50 pair, two 
$38.00. Leg Irons $23.50 set. G. Noramaco, Box 
30243-SF. St. Paul, MN 55175.57 

WHITE WORKERS & SOLDIERS — Majority News & 
Views is for you I Sample — $1.00 and addressed 
business envelope. P.O. Box 277, Hooksett, NH 03106.49 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICE locates hidden transmitters 
fasti Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $35.00 
complete ready to use. Wynn Eng. Co., 9745 Longpoint, 
Houston, Texas 77055 (713) 464-8170. Cat. of related 
devices $2.00.41 
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Today is the day for.. 


MKAL 



Sheathrsiabl 

Adaptability^ 
Cany^ 

Weight: 5 
Special Fe^ures: 
Uses: Opt|t< 


To Order Send 49.95 to 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
fROOileTS; UNLTD. 
P.O. flox IJB595 - SOF 
Mlanta. fia.J^e6 s.: 

'' .Dealei^quirie& Are Ifwited 


LE MERCENAIRE! An intelligence newsletter written by 
and for meres and men looking for action. Keep on top of 
trends and hot spots. A must for the pro. Sample $1.00 or 
$9.00 per year. ^ Charles St., Aurora, IL 60506.411 

ADOLF HITLER, Al Capone, and John Dillinger’s Death 
Certificates. Historical Collector’s Items. $1.00each. Ap* 
pletree, 5115 South Campbell, Chicago, IL 60632.410 

COMPLETE BOOK on electronic power meters. Learn 
how others slow, stop, even reverse them completely 
undetected. S.A.S.E. to Power Services, Box 415SF, 
Watkinsviile, GA 30677.52_ 

S.E.A.LS. CAMOUFLAGE BERETS, See page 42, March 
Issue of SOF. Send Size, $12.00 + $1.50 Postage to: 
A.H.A., 10019 Dodge Drive, Northglenn, CO 80221.410 

GUN BOOK BARGAINS — “Discounts to 80%." Guns, 
Improvised Weapons, Wilderness Living, Shooting, Ex¬ 
plosives, Military History, Survival, Hunting, Self 
Defense, Camping. Unusual, Informative Books. Fast, 
Reliable Service! Catalog Subscription $1.00. Foreign 
$2.00. EAGLE BOOKS, Box 12010-B4, Lexington, Ky 

40579.411 _ 

LUMINOUS PAINT. Find it in the dark! (Keys, exits, 
weapons, etc.) “A little dab ’ll do you!” 2 6z. $7.50. 
Howelab, Folly Beach, SC 29439.411 

MILITARY NAMETAPES. Your choice of 5 printed tapes, 
or 3 hand-embroidered tapes only $3.50 Postpaid. Send 
name to A.H.A., 10019 Dodge Drive, Northglenn, CO 
B0221.410 _ 

HOW TO BUILD MACHINE GUNS: Complete blueprints, 
drawings, instructions, on how to build one different 
type and style from the M-10 to one that only cost $20.00, 
plus section on converting rifles to full automatic. For 
$12.95. Or Mad Man’s Book of Formulas: Complete step- 
by-step of how to make explosives, knockout drops, 
silencers, poisons, letter bombs and many others. Send 
$9.95 or order both for $20.00. Act now, send Money 
Order only to Jim Multaler, 1658 West Arrow Street, 
Milwaukee, Wl 53204.411 

GENUINE NAZI & BRITISH ANTIQUES: New discovery. 
Catalogue $2.50. Adolf’s Wardrobe, 6C-366 Wymount 
Terrace, Provo, UT 84601.411 

INTELLIGENT 2B-YEAR-OLD male desires unusual 
and/or hazardous employment. Non-combative/legal. 
Richard Anthony Lucas, P.O. Box 1631, Asheboro, NC 

27203.411 _ 

RHODESIA, Honorary Citizen Certificate with Rhodesia 
Coat of Arms. Suitable for framing $6.00. Rhodesia 
militaria, list 50$, Rhodesia questions answered $5.00. 
SELOUS. Box 5097, Reno, NV 89513.411_ 

NEW PALADIN CATALOG. Comprehensive list of U.S. 
and foreign books; guns, silencers, unusual weapons, 
knife fighting, survival, guerrilla warfare, explosives, 
demolition, ordnance, self-defense, technical manuals, 
field manuals, field crafts. Many unusual, hard-to-find 
books. Send $1.00 for fascinating catalog. PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-SFC, Boulder, CO 80306.411 

PARALYZER, CHEMICAL DEFENSE Weapon, Guaran¬ 
teed to stop anything on 2 feet — $7.95 — High Quality 
Brass Knuckles — $7.00,3 for $20.00. Allen’s Gun Room, 
P.O, Box 38, Jamestown, TN 38556.411 


EMPLOYMENT AVAILABLE. Qualififed Individuals in 
specialized fields. Aviation-related occupations prefer¬ 
red. Helicopter and S.T.O.L. aircraft pilots, mechanics, 
and ground support personnel needed now. Send res¬ 
ume to: Omega Group, Inc., Irwinton, GA.49 

CUSTOM KNIVES for survival, fighting and general use. 
We have a large selection of these knives by many 
makers, plus the famous Randalls, for immediate de¬ 
livery. Your satisfaction Is guaranteed by our return 
policy. Send one dollar for color photos and detailed list. 
NORDIC SPORTS, 1634 Copenhagen Dr,, Solvang, CA 

93463.49 

AMERICAN JURISPRUDENCE, volume 16, section 177, 
The Supreme Law of The Land; If you don’t know It, you 
should. The 45-polnt goal of the communist party. Plus 
my personal letter defending the U.S. Constitution, 
which Is our ticket to freedom and the free enterprise 
system. For this Information send $2.00 to; Roger K. 
Fetzer,. P.O. Box 456, Heyburn, Idaho 83336.49 

REMAIL SERVICE Confidential remalls, 50$ per letter. 
Remailed in various points in U.S. Write for package 
rates. Ryan Hopefield, Box 1735, Wichita, Kansas 

67201.49 


MERCENARY OPERATIONS, Unlimited: M.O.U., P.O. 
Box 1261, Muskegon, Michigan 49443 U.S.A.49 

EX-SGT. RHODESIAN heiicopter-borne Commando unit, 
ex-British Army in Malaya, bored to death, seeks In¬ 
teresting, well-paid employment anywhere. Absolutely 
anything considered, with privacy and discretion 
assured. Long or short-term Job or contract taken 
anywhere, especially in Canada or the USA. Well- 
dressed, presentable. Please reply: Box 882, Fort 
Langley Post Office, Fort Langley, BC, CANADA.49 

DOUBLE-EDGED Boot Knives, Daggers, & Hideouts. 28$ 
stamp gets free illustrated brochure, or send $2.00 for 
our complete, photo-illustrated Cutlery Catalog on the 
entire line of EYEBRAND, Germany; OPINEL, France; 
HACKMAN, Finland; & WYOMING, U.S.A. Authorized 
Distributors. Dealers Wanted. SELECTLINE, Box 391SF, 
P.C., Hawaii 96782. 

MAXIM SILENCER Rebuild Kit for .22 cal. Contains ne- 
wend cap and seventeen baffels $50.00 D.A.Q., Box 
50269, Cicero, IL 60650. _ 

ATTENTION SOF/SELECTLINE Catalog Holders: 
Hackman No. 426050 now only $14.75 postpaid!! Offer 
expires: 10-15-79. Attach Ad to your Order Form. 

SURVEILLANCE, 37 bugging, wiretapping, bumper 
beeper, countermeasures schematics. $10.00. Microtec, 
P.O. Box 2016, Sheffield Lake, Ohio 44054. _ 

FILIPINO BALISONG (Butterfly/Clic-Click) by Hackman 
SorsakoskI, Finland. Finest quality replica anywhere. 
Solid Nylong handles, w/Drop-forged, Stainless Steel 
blade. 4%’’ closed. $18.95; 3/$52.40; 6/$99.30; $187.60 
Dozen. TUBEST Commando Survival Wire Saws from 
France. Three Silicon Steel blades twisted into one. 
35”x.095” diameter, w/removable “O” Rings. $5.95; 
3/$16.00;Vi! 6/$30.35; $57.00 Dozen. SHELBY P-38 Com¬ 
bat Rations Can Openers. BEWARE OF FAKES!! $6.60 
dozen, 100 for $25.00. MOLYBDENUM DISULFIDE dry- 
film Gun lubricant. $11,75 Dozen (1 oz. cans). 
selectline, Box 391 SF, P.C., Hawaii 96782. 


LOCK PICKING, Bugging — Much More — Latest Books 
& SUPPLIES — Send $2.00 (refundable) NOW WHILE 
ITS STILL LEGAL to: L.A.N.D.I.S., 625 Post St., #1048, 
San Francisco 94109.51_ 

BLACK BELTS - DEFEND YOURSELF - Join the Okin- 
awan Karate Federation. Receive booklet detailing the 
street effective techniques of the O.K.F. and a gilt-edged 
legal black belt certificate of rank suitable for framing. 
Send $10 to O.K.F., P.O. Box 50105, Cicero, IL 60650.49 
WANTED: QUALITY PATRIOTS and/or Christians who 
care enough to do their very best to preserve our fast¬ 
fading Freedoms. Write for free information. Also attend 
all or any part of free Freedom Festival September 28-30 
on 55-acre, tree-studded, river-bordered Estate, centered 
with replica of George Washington’s Mt. Vernon home. 
Free camping. Nationally-known speakers and qualified 
instructors teaching over twenty classes in food, 
shelter, clothing, defense (natural and Spirltua!);Chrjs- 
tlan Patriotic responsibility; first aid; health andnaturai 
foods; back to basics In education; Regionalism; Income 
Tax; Federal Reserve hoax; preserving financial 
securities; legislative procedures; the real enemy; racial 
solutions; emergency communication; guns and reload¬ 
ing; archery; survival backpacking, hunting, fishing, and 
trapping; professional SWAT team teaching personal, 
home, and community defense — and others. Prepare 
now. It is later than you think. The storm is soon coming. 
Hundreds attended the June Festival. Write Christlan- 
Patrlots Defense League, Box 565-C, Flora, Illinois 
62839, or call (618) 665-3937 now! Your Country needs 
you as never before I! !410_ 

BRITISH MILITARIA — We are now the largest supplier 
of British Military Surplus in the U.S. List $1.00. A.H.A., 
10019 Dodge Drive, Northglenn, CO 80221.49_ 

FOR SALE: Genuine United Stales Armed Forces 
surplus clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, 
survival gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our 
latest catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., 1036 S. Clare- 
mont, Chicago, IL 60612.51_ 

PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT, parachute manufacturer, 
supply house. Mfg. of speciality items In small runs. 
Camouflage fabrics stocks, webbing products. State 
needs and quantities, inquiries kept confidential, inter¬ 
national Parachute Supply, P.O. Box 285-SF, Brookline, 
NH 03033.49_ 

NINJA KNIFE, Includes Boot-Belt sheath and a shoulder 
harness. Retail $45. Sale $35. THE FORCE Survival knife 
double-edged 440 stainless blade, leather handle, 
custom sheath, leather thong, 12” overall. Retail $42. 
Sale $30. Add .50 for shipping each knife. To: PHMA, 
P.O. Box 44153, Brooklyn, OH 44144.TF 

BELT BUCKLE KNIFE — Single edge blade of 440 
stainless, belt is top grain leather, Sm-Md-Lg. Retail $30. 
Sale $20. -f- .50 shipping. To: PHMA, P.O. Box 44153, 
Brooklyn, OH 44144.TF 

ALUMINUM KNUCKES — Quantity Sales — 25 pair for 
$50. — 50 pair for $100. — 100 pair for $190. Shipping 
paid. To: PHMA, P.O, Box 44153, Brooklyn. OH 44144.TF 

ELECTRONIC SPYING, LOCK PICKING, Phone Preak- 
Ing, Car Repossession — Complete Line of PROFES¬ 
SIONAL Equipment and Technical manuals — send 
$1.00 (refundable) to: SEVERUS, P.O. Box 16992, 
Jackson, MS 39206.51 

COVER DOCUMENTATION, ALTERNATE IDENTITIES, 
Name changes, whatever. Get legal I.D.’s with our 
goodies. More Info, $1 (refundable). C.W.L., Box 3230, 
Pasadena, CA 91103.410 

FREE — one stick of Gi face paint with an order of $5.00 
or more. Good thru June *79. A stamp for listing. J and D 
Surplus, Box 585, Nevada, MO 64772.49 

BUMPER STICKER “70 MPH Speed Limit or Stop Bus- 
ing.” Send $3.00 to Buzzard Enterprises, P.O. Box 2610, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. 2 for $5.00, 5 for $10.00, 
Postpaid.411 

SURVIVE. Dehydrated, nitrogen-packed food. Nutritious, 
large variety, compact, easily stored, light weight. 
Anonymity guaranteed. One-year supply $499. SASE. 
NAF, Box 9015, Colorado Springs, CO 80932,410 

COLLECT AMMUNITION? Join the Internationai Car- 
tridge Collectors Association (ICCA). FMI: Victor Engel, 
1211A Walnut Street, Williamsport, PA 17701.411 

ISSHINRYU KARATE. Over 150 photos and instruction In 
the Shimabuku System. Send $3.50 for Long and Wheel¬ 
er’s authoritative Dynamics of Isshinryu Karate Today. 
NATIONAL PAPERBACK PUBLISHERS, Box 146, Knox¬ 
ville, TN 37901.TF 

VIETNAM VETERANS!! Get your ’‘Participant” 
Southeast Asia War Games, 1961-1975, second place” 
polo shirt! Comes in blue or yellow, 100% cotton pre¬ 
shrunk, S,M,L, & XL — only ^.50 post paid, 1st class 
mail. Send check or money order to Joe Thompson, P.O. 
Box 874, Cadillac, Ml 49601.412_ 

HARDLEY-DAVIDSON motorcycles and spare parts. All 
models, price list and photos $3.50. Knock’s Harley 
Salvage, 6749 Mldcltles Avenue, Beltsvllle, MD 20705, 
U.S.A.411 
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V Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your office or home. Connects I 
between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone orl 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered.! 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when| 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up to ’/< mile) 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.)| 
Call (305) 725-1000 or send $18.95 + $1.00 shipping per item I 
to USI Corp.,P.O. Box T- 2052,Melbourne, FL32901.COD's| 
accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and otherj 
specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


size leu" 

Etch' 

$ 18.95 

Qty. Disc. Avail. 


.size 2''x3"xVt^ 


SMOKING TOMAHAWK — Replicas of the 'Traders 
Model" tomahawks. Finish ground cast steel head 
features a peace pipe bowl in the "Hammer." Smoke 
draws cool through the 17" hollow hardwood handle, 
$14.75 postpaid and insured in U.S.A. Trader Ed’s, Box 
19451, Oklahoma Olty, OK 73119. 

FULL AUTO SEAR FOR AR-15. Substitute original bolt 
carrier, hammer, trigger, disconnector, selector, with 
M-16 Internals and "drop*In” the auto sear. (No machin¬ 
ing necessary.) With sear installed weapon fires full or 
semi, remove sear and weapon fires semi only. Unques¬ 
tionable quality and fully guaranteed. $69.95. Please, 
$1.00 postage. Send $1.00 for catalog of plans, MAC 10 
Lower Rec. kits, silencer kits, etc. R&R Enterprises, Box 
385, Jefferson, SD 57038. 


72 ROUND large capacity drum magazine, custom mfg. 
for your HK-91, FN-FAL, G-3, AR-10, Cetme, or SIG-AMT, 
Assalt rifle, cal. .308 only. Send $3. (refundable with 
order) & SASE for color pictures & information: 
Magazines, Box 9015, Fort Wayne, IN 46899. _ 

MERC EXTRAORDINAIRE — Wants high risk action in¬ 
corporating Christian principles. Ex-Spec 4 (America) 
many unusual talents. Underwater knife fighting, blow 
guns, now elite combat officer. CPT, Joe Smith, 16 Ledo 
Court, Salisbury, Zimbabwe. 

SURVIVAL GUNS AND AMMO by John Williams, as seen 
on national TV. Plus many other controversial publica¬ 
tions on how you can drastically cut costs of 
electricity,gas, water, phone. Send 30$ coins or stamps 
to: Consumertronics Co., Box 475SF. Alamogordo, NM 
88310. 


JUST PUBLISHED — Catalog Reference Manual CRM 
5-1. Military surpius, survival equipment, flight gear, 
military and outdoor clothing, knives, packs, ALICE and 
obsolete military field gear, boots, manuals, police 
equipment, rations, collector's items, etc. Sixty 8Vitx11 
pages, $1.00 postpaid. No-hassle service and NO JUNK 
ITEMS. Southeastern Surplus, Inc. Attn: PDO 7228-A 
Highway #85, Riverdale, GA 30274._ 

GERBER, Mk I $22, Mk II $28 replicas 440C stainless 
Samuri sword $70, S/W Bowie, $40. Ml & Jap Bayonet $20 
each guaranteed. Include $2 mailing & handling. Catalog 
$1.00. Krieger, P.O. Box 79SF, New Milford, NJ 07646. 


TASER ELECTRONIC DEFENSE WEAPON: More stop¬ 
ping power than .38 caliber pistol — Used by S.W.A.T. 
TeamsyPollce Departments. Dealer inquiries invited. 
(Enclose S.A.S.E.) Quality Creations, 2801 Biscayne, 
Youngstown, OH 44505. 

MARTIAL ARTS equipment, Gerber knives, combat mar¬ 
tial arts books: For catalog send $1.00 to: WKI Martial 
Arts Supply, 529 So. Clewell St., Fountain Hill, PA 18015. 

THE FITTEST SURVIVES: improvised exercising equip- 
ment, new design 'superfit' programs and combat tech¬ 
niques. All in my book for $7.00 postpaid. All serious 
warriors must consider. Send order to: Maj. C. Bilinski, 
15113 Beatty St., San Leandro, CA 94579. 

WANT EMPLOYMENT as Mercenary, noncom or under 
officer anywhere. Skills: Black Belt Shotokan Karate, 11 
Years. Parachute — Familiar most small arms. Sniper 
Scout — woodcraft, Rock & Mountain climbing, could 
also double as P-T trainer. Contact; Haserot, 177-F River¬ 
side Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663. 

M-16 BANDOLEERS. 10 bandoleers for $6.50. T.P. Grant, 
Box 1752, Uwton, OK 73502._ 

HANDCUFFS — These keyed beauties are made from 
steel pipe, rod and some spare time. $3.95. Write: 
CUFFS, Box 2085, Carolina, P.R. 00630. 


COURIERS. 11 years experience. Elite, Reliable. 
Transportation of all valuables. Domestic-Overseas. 
Bondable. Armed. Current passports. Available on short 
notice. EJS Enterprises, P.O. Box 1652, Flagstaff, AZ 
86002. 

COMBAT MERCENERY SURVIVAL TRAINING — NEW 
book ‘*Mental Training of a Warrior*'. Manual of Invisibili¬ 
ty, Stalking and Striking. FREE DETAILS, Warrior 
Publication, Charlie, 2511 N31st., Boise, ID 83703. 

SELL GUNS! Sensational part or full time income! Free 
information and free dealer catalog! MESA, Drawer 
9045-FR, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477, 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and Federal Gun Laws booklet, both $3.00; 
Police Catalog $2.00. Schiesinger, 415 East 52 St., New 
York (10022, Departmerfl 35. 

UNDERGROUND STORAGE - of firearms and valu- 
ables, oid/new methods of underground security; plus 
PLANS! Only $1.00. MESA, Drawer 9045-FC, Steamboat 
Springs, CO 80477. 

HAD ENOUGH Of western decline? We present an /m- 
perla! alternative. The Spengler Group, P.O. Box 3085, St. 
Paul, MN 55165. 

SOF’ers! Are you sick and bloody tired of being ripped 
off by inflation? Our booklet tells you how to counter its 
deadly effects. Send $2.50 to: F.C. Wheeler, Box 414, An¬ 
dover, KS 67002. 

SEX — How To Become a Gun Dealer at Home! Instruc¬ 
tions, Application Forms; $2.00, or FREE with ATF New 
Gun Dealers Instruction Courses, 23 Chapters covering 
all aspects of dealing in Fireamrs; $4.95, Federal 
Firearms Laws; $2.00, Your State Firearms Laws; $2.00, 
Dealers Directory ^ Wholesalers; $3.50, Dealers 
Record Books, Firearms, Ammunition etc. Specify Type, 
$4.95, Class III License Manuals, Application Forms; 
$3.00, How To Make Legal Explosive Bullets; $2.00, How 
to Obtain Concealed Gun Permits; $2.00, Try Formula 99 
Dip-Dry & Shoot, Cast Bullet Lube. 8 oz. sample $8.95 
ppd., QT. Kit — $33.32 ppd.. Gal. — $76.95 ppd., FREE 
Brochure. Catalog $1.00, Add 15% for Air Mall, 4th. Class 
ppd., VISA/MASTERCHARGE Accepted. W.R. Reddick, 
1923H, Abbott, San Diego, CA 91207. 

BERETTS, Green or Black, same as worn by Special 
Forces, U.S. Made, $11.75 plus $1.00 for postage and 
handling. Include hat size and color choice to M.S.L, Box 
1092, Manhattan, Kansas 66502.410 
OFFICIAL U.S Gov’t, sectional charts of Vietnam, Laos, 
or Cambodia. Great for a favorite wall. $5.00 or m.o. ppd 
AEROGRAPHICS, P.O. Box 1114. Havelock. NC 
28532.411 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $1.00 for illustrated police 
catalog. B-PEC, Dept SF69,9889 Alondra, Bellflower, CA 
90706.52 

ADVENTURERS — Seek employment as couriers, 
travelling escorts. All offers considered and confidential 
— cash only — Phone William Hamp (216) 961-8946. 

CAN YOU SURVIVE? A guide to urban and rural survival 
techniques by Minuteman and Patriotic Guerrilla Bob De 
Pugh. $3 from Noontide Press, P.O. Box 1248, Torrance, 
CA 90505. 

SURVIVAURESCUE TOOL $36.00. Field Manual $2.00: 
D.LR. Knives, Box 25352, Dept. SOF, S.LC., UT 84125. 

ARE YOU CONSERVATIVE oriented and interested in 
forming a third party? If so, we need your expertise and 
support. Send brief resume to P.O. Box 1354, Huntington 
Beach, CA 92647._ 

SKYDIVING Newsmagazine. Chock full of news and In¬ 
formation about parachuting, for the beginner and ex¬ 
pert alike. One year (17 issues): $12. Sample issue; $2. 
Box 189-S, Deltona. FL 32725. 


SEVEN YEARS ARMY Intelligence, three tours Nam. In¬ 
structor Anti-Terrorlst Techniques. Two years African ex¬ 
perience. Light Weapons expert. Martial Arts Instructor. 
Combat Command experience. Available, long or short¬ 
term operations. Ellison, 213 Lawton Lane, Bolingbrook, 
Illinois 60439. 


HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT MEANS NO QUARTER — NO 
MERCYI Now in its second big printing, the Classic 
Manual, The Tactical Skills of Hand-to-Hand Combat 
(Self-Defense), teaches you how to fight to win in 
serious, rea/combat! The F.B.I., the U.S. Secret Service, 
the Navy SEALS, and the C.I.A. are just a few of the 
organizations that have received this little gemi $7 
cashor money order payable to Bradley J. Steiner, 
SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 7532, Phoenix, Arizona 
85011. 


BOOK OF THE NINJA — Including; The Classical Exer¬ 
cise of Invisibility; Covert Entry and the Sentryhold; The 
Most Savage and Terrifying Self-Defense Form Known to 
Man; Dim Mak; The Sleeper-Hold; lai-Jitsu. $9.95. Write 
HUNTER, P.O. Box 425, Fern Park, FL 32730. 

SPECIALTY WEAPONS! GARROTTE! Wooden handles, 
prepared for sure-kill grip. Hlghest-grade wire. “Com¬ 
mando black" for night operations behind lines; $16. 
YAWARA STICK WEAPON! Thong-grlp prevents loss in 
fight. Illustrated Instructions teach vital points, how to 
strike, etc.: $8. Cash or money order payable to Bradley 
J, Steiner, SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 7532, 
Phoenix, Arizona 85011. 

VIETNAM VETERANS — Proud you served. Display our 
OV^xIO-Inch walnut finished solid wood plaques. Divi¬ 
sion patch besides a map of Vietnam or Division style 
plaque. Specify style of plaque and division. On Division 
style, specify branch, Infantry, Engineer, etc. $9.95 plus 
$1.00 for shipping and handling or write for free informa¬ 
tion on other styles to Goodwin Enterprises, P.O. Box 
297, Willard, Ohio 44890. 

THE TACTICS OF COMBAT HANDGUN SHOOTING. You 
MUST read this Special Report if you own a handgun for 
self-defense! Easy-reading, no friils; just FACTS to keep 
you and yours ALIVE! $10 cash or money order payable 
to Bradley J. Steiner, SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 
7532, Phoenix, Arizona 85011. 

SPECIALIZED RESCUE SERVICES. Paramedics, Divers, 
River Rescue. Surviviai, Climbing, Customized Classes. 
Certified Experts. Your location or ours. Rescue 3, Box 
1686, Sonora. CA 95370. _ 

WEAPONS report tells how to obtain .38 caliber 
revolvers for $100 each, equality swords for $13 each, 
etc. Send $5 money orders only to: Dennis Denham, 449 
O’Farrell #407, San Francisco. CA 94102. _ 

PARTICIPANT. Southeast Asia war games, second place 
T. Shirts — $7.50 encludes P&H. K&L Shirts, P.O. Box 
854, Woodland Hills. CA 91365. _ 

DEUCE GEAR: Includes one new nylon pistol belt, state 
size. One used excellent nylon y-type suspenders, two 
used excellent nylon 30 rd. M-16 pouches, two used ex¬ 
cellent nylon canteen covers with two new plastic can¬ 
teens, all for $27.95. Bank Americard, VISA and Master 
Charge accepted. Include $3.00 for postage. Send a 
stamp, get a listing: J and D Surpius, Box 585, Nevada, 
MO 64772. (417) 667-5900. 

FREE: The Fifth Amendment Tax Return Explained. 
Send SASE to Carolina Patriots, 515 Concord Ave., 
Anderson. SC 29621. 

SURVIVE DISASTERS! Covers weapons, first aid, money 
and secrets to "cheat death." A practical approach to 
survival. Written by experts who have been there. Send 
$5.00 Wiison-Davis, Box 2515f1(S), Honolulu. Hi 96825. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and Federal Gun Laws Booklet, both $3.00. 
Police catalog $2.00. Schiesinger, 415 East 62 St., New 
York, 10022, Department 35. 

NORSE MYTHOLOGY — Excellent soft-cover Illustrated 
book on the religion of the Vikings. Tanum. $3.95. Red¬ 
mond, 1664 Tyrie, Sarnia, Ontario, N7V3P7, 

FREE. Copy of The GIdley Catalog when you mention 
Soldier Of Fortune Magazine with request. Thomas 
Gidley, Box 6706, Ft. Worth, TX 76115. _ 

BE BIG AND MEAN. Intensive Personalized Power Train¬ 
ing Courses. The experts at I.P.P.T. will design a body¬ 
building program specifically for you. Send photo of 
body specifications along with $10.00. All inquires 
welcomed, enclosed S.A.S.E: I.P.P.T., Box 15, 
Wonalancet, NH 03897., _ 

EXPLOSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply from farm fer¬ 
tilizer. Blast dugouts, trenches, rocks. Instructions 
$3.00. DeFost, Box 995, Prince Albert, Sask., CANADA. 
S6V 2P3. _ 

ALL LEATHER GOODS repaired. Guaranteed. Buy or 
trade old and new holsters. Some custom work. The 
Master Craftsman, c/p Sport & Shield, 12728, West 
Hampton, Butler, Wi 53007. _ 

LAW ENFORCEMENT doesn't pay. Former Calif, police 
officer's skills for sale. Educated, cosmopolitan. 
Overt/covert, short-term, one-man operations only. You 
choose method of contact. I’m expensive, but I’m good. 
Becker, P.O. Box 393, Morro Bay, CA 93442. 
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“IMPOSSIBLE” 

(The Low Light Level Specialists) 


Most Advanced 
Night Vision Goggles 
In the World Today 





































































—t>v Terry Edwards. Edited by J.W. Biirn&. PhotQS by Gary 
Flanagan. Combat lr\ the streets. Close-up, dirty ind deadry. 
Combat: Housfrlo-House Is the latest in Unit Nine's how-to 
books, arid possibly the best yet. How to attach, how to defend. 
Ho use-clearing. Weapons and tactics. Barricades to y^lcles. 
How lo move, how to tight, how to stay alive and how id WiNli 
Combat: Houso-to-Ho-use doesn't deal in terrorism or political 
theory. It is a manual of cily combat and it won't leave you 
hanging with vague or Incomplete instructions. Musi reading for 
any potential combatant, tactician or police tactical unit. Oyer 
20Ci-pagea, over 100 photos and illustrations. ®6.95 plus postage 
end handling (sea below). • 


PLUS TWO MORE NEW TITLES 

THE BLOODY CONGO 


by David Logan, Few areas on 
aarth can match the savage history of the Congo. Logan cuts 
through the myths and conluslon and teys out ihe facts. The 
sadistic excesses of tribal chiefs, the murders, the massacres, 
the exploits of the famed White Legion, and the murderous 
Incornpetance of the United Nations, are all detailed. This book 
will, enrage and horrily. It is the story of a country the free world 
abandoned to anarchy In the name oi freedom. 130-pages, over 
50 photos. $5.45 plus postage and handling (See below). 

GRENADES! — by Mike Weber. Ediied by G.W. Wirtnington-Bali. 

A rrew generation of weapons has given new mMning to the ward 
grenades. Here is what they are ah about. How they work, how 
to use them. From the exotic impact and electronic fused marvels, 
through shaped charges, rochet propulsion, fr^ and blasts ■ 
old and new, domestic and foreign. Grenades! is pul together 
as only a professional can do it. Forcollecior, historian, and . 
of course, THE USERI 130-pages, over 80 photos and Illustrations. 
$5.45 pi us postage and hand I i ng (see belowf. 

STILL AVAILABLE 

MERCENARY’S MANUAL -ZINE — by Terry Edwards, 
Photos by Gary Flanagan. The book on surviving In combat. 
Packed with how-to stuff that might make the differer>pe 
between coming back in one piece and noi coming hack at all. 
Compact and realistic. Tactics, camouflage, small arms,. ] 
grenades^ indiyldual security and plenty more. 132-pages, . 

5V2 x-0Vs, illustrated and with lots of photos. Still $4.^5 plus ■ 
postage and handling (see belov^^L , 

MERCENARY’S MANUAL PART T V:; J - by Terr/ Edwards, 
Edited by Robt. K. Brown, Photos by Gary Flanagan, Al Venter 
and others. Like|Part One, Part Two is a manual lo be USED. For 
example the first chapler covers portable rocheis^ misSiles and 
recoilless weapons used by the infantry. Not just what they are 
or how they work, but how to lira iham as well. Twenty weapons 
are covered, and that is only one chapter of the 15 in the book. 
From improvisations lo tracking to demoUtlionSp mortars^ mines, 
airborne end waterborne techniques, field forlifrcations, recon, 
urban warfare and much more. Part Two Is the book on taking 
the war to the enemy! It's up from and up-lo-daie. 328*pages, 
SVe X &Vz, over isn photos^ many illustrations. $8.93 plus 
postage and handling {see below). 


POSTAGE AND HANDLING CHARGES — All books are mailed separately. 1st Class Includes Air Mail. We advise Parcel Post within North America, and 1st Class for foreign 
orders. To order, list books or books desired and calculate the postage according to the figures here. State clearly whether you want 1 st Class or Parcel Post. Don’t forget your 
return address! 

For MERCENARY’S MANUAL PART ONE, THE BLOODY CONGO, and GRENADES! For COMBAT: HOUSE-TO-HOUSE or MERCENARY’S MANUAL PART TWO 

Parcel Post inside North America 60« — outside North America $1.00 Parcel Post anywhere $1.00 

First Class Inside North America $1.00 — outside North America $1.80 First Class Inside North America $1.60 — outside North America $3.00 


I 

jU 


' 


We now accept Chargex, Bank Amerjcard, Visa and MasterCharge, To order include your card number (including the four digits below your name on MasterCharge) expiration 
date and signature on separate paper. OR, you can phone your charge card order to 416-661-5344 during business hours. Sorry, no COD’s. 

Send to: UNIT NINE, 1110 FINCH AVENUE WEST, DOWNSVIEW, ONTARIO, CAN ADA M3J 2T2 







